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THE  INSTRUCTOR-A  NECESSARY  HELP  FOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHING 
by  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 

fc   C 

1  S 
uicq 
i- 
«^ 

VI  -^ 
Ul   <u 

"•  2 
o 

S3 
x& 
S:  § 
Sis 

UJ  h^> 

S  5 

VI 

o 
u. 
o 

z 

O 

in 

> 

Ul 

X 
1- 

11 

ui   , 

™  111 

5  S 

<   0 

o   . 

u. 

o 

Irt 

Q 

DC 

< 

i 

Ul 

ec 

Ul 

X 

1- 

hi 

s- 
c 

>1 

■3 


I 


a 

a 
a 


01 

j5 


o 
DQ 

o 
C 

D 


to 
a 


o 
o 

JS 
cj 

to 
& 

El 
3 
CO 


I 


1 


s  i 

^    o 

©     CJ 


& 

c 

e 

J3 


« 
X 


13 

a 


a 

a 

be 
3 
O 


01 

b 

3 
O 
o 

41 

I 

■S 

3     < 


01 

a 


•9 

a 


b 

II 


1 

S 


O 

Tl 

dT 

c 

i 

o 

T3 

1 

0 

3 

1 

s 

o 

09 

1 
0 

^ 

3 

1 

o 
o 

a 

01 

© 

N 

£ 

>H 

o 

CO 

i 

o 

-H 

y 

>1 

CU 

GO 

2 

c 

\a 

CU 

-1 

Q 

* 

« 

co 

3 

< 

S 
> 

01 

2 

w 

01 

m 

01 

0) 

Ml 

01 

■o 

T3 

a 

r. 

a 

a 

3 

1 

o 

01 

J3 

3 
a 

HH 

O 

H 

* 

TRUE  END  OF  LIFE 


by  President  David  O.  McKay 


Earth  in  all  its  majesty  and  wonder  is  not  the  end 
and  purpose  of  creation.  "My  glory/'  says  the  Lord 
Himself  is  "...  to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and 
eternal  life  of  man."  (Moses  1:39.)  And  man,  in 
exercising  the  divine  gift  of  free  agency,  should  sense 
an  obligation  to  assist  his  Creator  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  divine  purpose. 

The  true  end  of  life  is  not  mere  existence,  not 
pleasure,  not  fame,  not  wealth.  The  true  purpose  of 
life  is  the  perfection  of  humanity  through  individual 
effort,  under  the  guidance  of  God's  inspiration. 

Real  life  is  response  to  the  best  within  us.  To  be 
alive  only  to  appetite,  pleasure,  pride,  money-mak- 
ing; and  not  to  goodness  and  kindness,  purity  and 
love,  poetry,  music,  flowers,  stars,  God,  and  eternal 
hopes,  is  to  deprive  one's  self  of  the  real  joy  of  living. 

Two  Phases  of  Activity 

In  this  physical  stage  of  existence,  man  finds 
activity  in  two  phases:  First,  in  the  struggle  for  live- 
lihood and  comforts;  and,  second,  in  the  tendency 
to  grovel.  The  first  is  natural  and  most  commend- 
able. The  second  is  debasing  and,  when  unrestrained, 
leads  one  to  the  level  of  animals.  When  a  man  har- 
bors the  thought  that  he  will  obtain  a  livelihood  by 
injuring  his  neighbor,  that  moment  he  begins  to  cir- 
cumscribe his  life:  bitterness  replaces  happiness; 
sordidness  supplants  generosity;  hatred  takes  the 
place  of  love;  and  beastliness  takes  the  place  of 
humanity. 


(For  Course  24,  lesson  of  January  12, 
general  interest.) 


•Quest  for  Joy";   and  of 


Generally,  there  is  in  man  a  divinity  which  strives 
to  push  him  onward  and  upward.  We  believe  that 
this  power  within  him  is  the  spirit  that  comes  from 
God.  Man  lived  before  he  came  to  this  earth;  and 
he  is  here  now  to  strive  to  perfect  the  spirit  within. 
At  some  time  in  his  life,  every  man  is  conscious  of  a 
desire  to  come  in  touch  with  the  Infinite.  His  spirit 
reaches  out  for  God.  This  sense  of  feeling  is  universal; 
and  all  men  ought  to  be,  in  deepest  truth,  engaged 
in  the  same  great  work — the  search  for  and  the  de- 
velopment of  spiritual  peace  and  freedom. 

Man  Is  Architect  of  His  Fate 

Each  one  of  us  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fate; 
and  he  is  unfortunate  indeed  who  will  try  to  build 
himself  without  the  inspiration  of  God,  without  real- 
izing that  he  grows  from  within,  not  from  without. 

Trees  that  can  stand  in  the  midst  of  the  hurri- 
cane often  yield  to  the  destroying  pests  that  can 
scarcely  be  seen  even  with  a  microscope.  Likewise, 
the  greatest  foes  of  humanity  today  are  the  subtle 
and  sometimes  unseen  influences  at  work  in  society 
that  are  undermining  the  manhood  and  womanhood 
of  today.  The  test,  after  all,  of  the  faithfulness  and 
effectiveness  of  God's  people  is  an  individual  one. 

Every  temptation  that  comes  to  you  and  me 
comes  in  one  of  three  forms: 

(1)  A  temptation  of  the  appetite  or  passion; 
(2) A  yielding  to  pride,  fashion,  or  vanity;  (3)  A 
desire  for  worldly  riches  or  power  and  dominion  over 
lands  or  earthly  possessions  of  man. 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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Such  temptations  come  to  us  in  our  social  gather- 
ings; they  come  to  us  in  our  political  strivings;  they 
come  to  us  in  our  business  relations,  on  the  farm,  and 
in  the  mercantile  establishment.  In  our  dealings  in 
all  the  affairs  of  life,  we  find  these  insidious  influences 
working.  It  is  when  they  manifest  themselves  to  the 
consciousness  of  each  individual  that  the  defense  of 
Truth  should  exert  itself. 

The  Church  teaches  that  life  here  is  probationary. 
It  is  man's  duty  to  become  the  master,  not  the  slave 
of  nature.  His  appetites  are  to  be  jcoiitf oiled  arid 
used  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  and  the  prolonga- 
tion of  his  life;  his  passions  are  to  be  mastered  and 
controlled  for  the  happiness  and  blessing  of  others. 

Happiness  Comes  from  Service 

Man's  greatest  happiness  comes  from  losing  him- 
self for  the  good  of  others.  The  advancement  of 
science  and  the  new  discoveries  from  the  dawn  of 
history  to  the  present  are  the  results  of  the  efforts  of 
men  who  have  been  willing  to  sacrifice  themselves, 
if  necessary,  for  the  cause  of  Truth. 

Today  there  are  those  who  have  met  disasters 
which  almost  seem  defeat  and  who  have  become 
somewhat  soured  in  their  natures;  but  if  they  would 
stop  to  think,  even  the  adversity  which  has  come  to 
them  may  prove  a  means  of  spiritual  uplift.  Adver- 
sity itself  may  lead  toward  and  not  away  from  God 
and  spiritual  enlightenment;  and  privation  may 
prove  a  source  of  strength  if  we  can  but  keep  a 
sweetness  of  mind  and  of  spirit. 

If  you  have  lived  true  to  the  promptings  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  continue  to  do  so,  happiness  will 


fill  your  soul.  If  you  vary  from  it,  and  become  con- 
scious that  you  have  fallen  short  of  what  you  know 
is  right,  you  are  going  to  be  unhappy  even  though 
you  have  the  wealth  of  the  world. 

Spirituality— Victory  Over  Self 

Spirituality  is  the  consciousness  of  victory  over 
self  and  of  communion  With  the  Infinite.  Spiritual- 
ity impels  one  to  conquer  difficulties  and  acquire 
more  and  more  strength.  To  feel  one's  faculties  un- 
folding and  truth  expanding  the  soul  is  one  of  life's 
sublimest  experiences.  Being  true  to  self  arid  being 
loyal  to  high  ideals  develop  spirituality.  The  real 
test  of  any  religion  is  the  kind  of  man  it  makes.  Be- 
ing "honest,  true,  chaste,  benevolent,  virtuous,  and 
.  .  .  doing  good  to  all  men"  is  a  virtue  which  con- 
tributes to  the  highest  acquisition  of  the  soul.  It 
is  the  divine  in  man  that  makes  him  king  of  all 
created  things.  It  is  this  one  final  quality  that  makes 
him  tower  above  all  other  animals. 

Let  us  ever  keep  in  mind  that  life  is  largely  what 
we  make  itj  and  that  the  Saviour  of  men  has  marked 
clearly  and  plainly  just  how  joy  and  peace  iriay  be 
obtained.  It  is  in  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
adherence  thereto.  Do  your  duty  no  matter  how 
humble,  and  resolve  even  in  the  face  of  difficulties 
and  discouragements  to  be: 

Like  the  man  who  faces  what  he  must 
With  step  triumphant  and  a  heart  of  cheer; 
Who  fights  the  daily  battle  without  fear; 
Sees  his  hopes  fail,  yet  keeps  unfaltering  trust 
That  God  is  God. 

—Author  Unknown. 


Library  File  Reference:  Gospel  Living. 


INSTRUCTOR    STAFF 


Editor: 
President  David  O.  McKay 

Associate  Editors: 

General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 

Lorin  F.  Wheelwright 

Business  Manager: 
Richard  E.  Folland 

Managing  Editor: 
Boyd  O.  Hatch 

Production  Editor: 
Burl  Shephard 

Manuscript  Editor: 
Richard  E.  Scholle 

.  Research  Editor: 
H.  George  Bickerstaff 

Art  Director: 

Sherman  T.  Martin 

It 

Circulation  Manager: 

Joan  Barber 

Instructor  Secretary: 
Patricia  A.  Gehrke 

Consultant  : 
A.  William  Lund 


Instructor  Committee: 

Chairman  Lorin  F.  Wheelwright,  Richard  E. 
Folland,  Marie  F.  Felt,  A.  William  Lund,  Ken- 
neth S.  Bennion,  H.  Aldous  Dixon,  Leland  H. 
Monson,  Alexander  Schreiner,  Lorna  C.  Alder, 
Vernon  J.  LeeMaster,  Claribel  W.  Aldous, 
Henry  Eyring,  Clarence  Tyndall,  Wallace  G. 
Bennett,  Camille  W.  Halliday,  Margaret 
Hopkinson,  Edith  M.  Nash,  Alva  H.  Parry, 
Bernard  S.  Walker,  Paul  B.  Tanner,  Lewis 
J.  Wallace,  Arthur  D.  Browne,  Howard  S. 
Bennion,  Herald  L.  Carlston,  O.  Preston  Rob- 
inson, Bertrand  F.  Harrison,  Willis  S.  Peter- 
son, Greldon  L.  Nelson,  G.  Robert  Ruff, 
Anthony  I.  Bentley,  Marshall  T.  Burton,  Cal- 
vin C.  Cook,  A.  Hamer  Reiser,  Clarence  L. 
Madsen,  J.  Elliot  Cameron. 


Published  by  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union 
of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  the  first  day  of  every  month  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah.  Entered  at  Salt  Lake  City  Post  Office 
as  second  class  matter  acceptable  for  mailing  at 
special  rate  of  postage  provided  in  Section  1103, 
Act  of  Oct.  3,  1917,  authorized  on  July  8,  1928. 
Copyright  1964  by  the  Deseret  Sunday  School 
Union  Board.     All  rights  reserved. 

Thirty  to  forty-five  days'  notice  required  for 
change  of  address.  When  ordering  a  change, 
please  include  address  slip  from  a  recent  issue 
of  the  magazine.  Address  changes  cannot  be 
made  unless  the  old  address  as  well  as  the  new 
one  is  included.  Also,  report  the  new  postal  ZIP 
Code  number. 

Mail  subscriptions  to  The  Instructor,  135  South 
State  Street,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  84111.  Subscrip- 
tion price  is  $3  per  year  paid  in  advance.  Single 
issues  are  35  cents  each. 


Bound  volumes  sell  for  $6.75  when  ail  maga- 
zines are  furnished  by  The  Instructor.  When  sub- 
scriber supplies  his  own  issues,  binding  charge 
is   $3.75. 


THE    INSTRUCTOR 


Let  my  vision  of  tomorrow 
See  the  man  this  child  will  be; 

Living  by  a  good  example, 

Living  nearer,  Lord,  to  Thee.* 

SEE  THE  FLOWER  IN  THE  SEED 

An  inspired  teacher  is  one  who  sees  the  flower 
in  the  seed.  He  has  power  of  imagination  to  con- 
struct in  his  mind's  eye  the  fruition  of  human  growth 
into  a  mature  personality.  He  walks  in  the  pathway 
of  one  who  has  seen  a  vision  of  what  might  be.  In  so 
doing  he  emulates  the  Great  Teacher  who  looked  into 
the  hearts  of  men  to  perceive  their  possibilities  and 
who  extended  His  hands  to  lift  their  spirits  toward 
heaven. 

Jesus  said,  "...  I  am  come  into  this  world,  that 
they  which  see  not  might  see;  .  .  ."  (John  9:39.) 
He  exemplified  that  divine  power  to  envision  what  a 
man  might  become.  Being  a  great  teacher,  He  gath- 
ered His  class  to  Him;  and  He  selected  His  disciples 
well  so  that  they  were  ready  to  learn  what  He  taught. 

We  are  told  that: 

From  that  time  Jesus  began  to  preach,  and  to  say, 
Repent:  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.  And 
Jesus,  walking  by  the  sea  of  Galilee,  saw  two  breth- 
ren, Simon  called  Peter,  and  Andrew  his  brother, 
casting  a  net  into  the  sea:  for  they  were  fishers.  And 
he  saith  unto  them,  Follow  me,  and  I  will  make 
you  fishers  of  men.  And  they  straightway  left  their 
nets,  and  followed  him.  (Matthew  4:17-20.) 

As  Jesus  called  people  to  repentance,  He  undoubt- 
edly watched  their  eyes  to  see  who  caught  the  sig- 
nificance of  His  words.  From  the  clue  of  their 
understanding,  He  felt  their  potential  responsiveness 
and  measured  the  influence  He  might  have  upon 
them.  The  relatedness  of  the  two  events  quoted  by 
Matthew,  namely,  calling  of  people  to  repentance 
and  calling  two  of  them  to  become  fishers  of  men, 
might  escape  cursory  examination.     Yet,  herein  is 


(For  Course  23,  lesson  of  February  2,  "Know  Your  Class  Mem- 
bers"; and  of  general  interest.) 

*From  "Help  Me  Teach  with  Inspiration,"  a  hymn  by  the  author. 
Available  at  Pioneer  Music  Press,  975  South  West  Temple,  Salt  Lake 

City,  Utah. 


■4  Inspired  teachers  shape  messages  to  students'  understanding. 

exemplified  the  insight  of  a  great  teacher.  Only  as 
students  respond  can  a  teacher  measure  growth.  The 
vision  of  tomorrow  is  thereby  made  vivid  in  the 
teacher's  mind,  and  he  sees  in  ever  so  slight  a  change 
the  great  potential  that  lies  hidden  below  the  sur- 
face. And  as  a  planted  seed  may  germinate,  so  does 
a  planted  idea  take  root.  The  skill  of  the  teacher 
to  perceive  this  slight  growth  is  precisely  the  gift 
of  vision  which  the  Saviour  exemplified  and  taught. 

Isaiah  felt  the  call  of  the  Lord  to  go  forth  and 
teach  when  he  said: 

Also  I  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  saying,  Whom 
shall  I  send,  and  who  will  go  for  us?  Then  said  I, 
Here  am  I;  send  me.  And  he  said,  Go,  and  tell  this 
people,  Hear  ye  indeed,  but  understand  not;  and  see 
ye  indeed,  but  perceive  not.  (Isaiah  6:8,  9.) 

One  key  to  this  passage  lies  in  the  concept  of 
understanding  and  perceiving. 

Sensory  impressions  may  be  evident  for  all  to 
visualize  and  hear,  yet  without  understanding  there 
is  no  true  perception.  A  teacher  may  see,  but  per- 
ceive not.  This  is  a  measure  of  his  inspiration,  be- 
cause he  cannot  shape  his  teachings  unless  he  grasps 
the  dimension  of  his  students'  understanding.  In 
the  above  scripture  also  lies  the  meaning  that  it 
is  not  enough  to  accept  the  role  of  teacher;  one 
must  also  cultivate  the  power  to  perceive  and  under- 
stand. 

And  what  is  it,  in  turn,  that  an  inspirational 
teacher  would  have  his  students  perceive  and  under- 
stand? Here,  again,  the  Saviour  tells  us  by  His  own 
action.  He  said,  "Follow  me."  His  own  example  was 
the  pattern  of  His  teaching.  He  said,  "I  will  make 
you  fishers  of  men."  He  did  not  say  He  would  merely 
lecture  to  them  or  tell  them  how  fishermen  might 
become  leaders  or  how  to  confound  the  wise  with 
much  learning.  No,  He  said  He  would  make  them 
fishers  of  men.  He  exemplified  before  their  very 
eyes  the  kind  of  fishermen  they  could  hope  to  be, 
and  they  followed  Him. 

Herein  lies  the  supreme  challenge  of  the  Gospel 
teacher:  to  exemplify  the  Saviour  Himself  and  there- 
by draw  students  to  an  ideal  pattern  of  living.  An 
inspired  teacher  represents  the  Saviour:  he  sees  with 
His  eyes,  he  walks  in  His  steps,  he  speaks  with  His 
authority,  and  he  acts  in  His  name.  With  this  power, 
he  becomes  the  "good  example." 

When  we  pray,  "Let  my  vision  of  tomorrow  see 
the  man  this  child  will  be,"  we  pray  that  a  child 
might  follow  our  own  example  and  come  "nearer, 
Lord,  to  Thee."  By  becoming  more  Christlike  our- 
selves, we  discover  how  to  "teach  with  inspiration." 
— Lorin  F.  Wheelwright,  Associate  Editor. 
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Easter  Is  a  Special  Day 


The  sun  slowly  ascended  into 
the  clear  sky  and  kissed  the  moun- 
tain peaks,  making  them  glow  with 
warmth  and  friendliness.  It  then 
shone  gently  upon  the  bright  roofs 
of  houses  and  spilled  over  into  the 
gardens,  causing  early  spring  blos- 
soms to  lift  their  heads. 

Within  the  bounds  of  security 
and  love  of  a  Latter-day  Saint 
home,  children  began  to  stir  and 
make    preparations    for    the   day. 

(For  Course  2,  lesson  of  March  29,  "Easter 
Is  a  Special  Time";  and  for  Course  6,  lesson 
of  March  29,  "Easter— A  Day  for  Gratitude.") 


by  Hazel  F.  Young 

This  was  a   special  day:    It  was 
Easter  Sunday. 

Each  Sabbath  Day  had  its 
unique  responsibilities  which 
helped  the  family  members  know 
that  this  day  differed  from  other 
days  of  the  week,  but  this  par- 
ticular Sabbath  Day  had  its  own 
special  blessings.  This  was  Easter 
— the  day  set  apart  for  remember- 
ing the  resurrection  of  our  Saviour, 
Jesus  Christ. 

On  this  Easter  Sunday,  the  fam- 


ily knelt  in  prayer,  and  Daddy,  as 
head  of  the  family  and  as  one  who 
held  the  priesthood,  began:  "We 
are  grateful  for  the  life  and  mis- 
sion of  Jesus  Christ  and  for  His 
willingness  to  live  for  us,  to  die 
for  us,  and  to  live  again  for  us. 
Help  each  one  of  us  remember  Him 
and  try  to  do  the  things  He  would 
want  us  to  do.  ..."  As  the  prayer 
concluded,  each  member  said, 
"Amen." 

Walking  to  Sunday  School  as  a 


Greeting  the  Burtons  at  the  meetinghouse  door  are  Brother 
and  Sister  Earl  Lindley  and  Brother  Emory  Sonderegger. 


When  Steven  stood  at  the  Junior  Sunday  School  pulpit  to 
give  his  talk,  he  appreciated  the  smiles  of  Mother  and  Daddy. 


Daddy  Marshall  takes  pictures  for  all  the  children's  "Books 
of  Remembrance."  John,  David,  and  Steven  willingly  pose. 


Daddy  holds  tape  recorder  microphone  for  Mark.   Seated 
clockwise  are  John,  Julie  Ann,  Mother  June,  David,  Steven. 
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After  everyone  was  dressed  for  Sunday  School,  the  Burton 
family  gathered  and  knelt  beside  the  couch  while  Father 


Marshall  offered  an  Easter  morning  prayer.    To  his  right 
are:  John,  David,  Steven,  Mark,  Mother  June,  Julie  Ann. 


family  was  fun,  especially  with 
new  shoes  and  clothes  which  had 
been  purchased  for  this  special 
day.  Neighbors  and  friends  were 
walking,  too. 

The  foyer  and  chapel  of  the 
meetinghouse  were  filled  with 
flowers,  and  from  the  organ  were 
coming  beautiful  strains  of  sacred 
music.  The  family  passed  all  of 
this  and  went  to  the  Junior  Sun- 
day School  room.  Flowers  had 
been  carefully  arranged  here,  too; 
and  even  more  beautiful  than  the 
flowers  were  smiling  faces  of  teach- 
ers extending  a  warm  welcome.  All 
were  attending  Junior  Sunday 
School  today,  because  the  7-year- 
old  family  member  had  a  part  on 
the  program.  When  he  stood  to 
give  his  talk,  which  his  teacher  had 
helped  him  prepare,  he  looked  at 
Mother  and  Daddy;  he  appre- 
ciated their  reassuring  smiles. 


Later  in  the  day,  after  a  deli- 
cious meal  which  Grandfather  and 
Grandmother  had  enjoyed  with 
them,  Daddy  took  pictures  for  the 
family  record  book.  Posing  for 
special  pictures  was  fun,  especially 
when  Daddy  made  funny  faces  to 
encourage  their  smiles. 

When  the  family  assembled 
again  in  the  living  room,  Daddy 
brought  in  the  tape  recorder  and 
set  it  up  to  record  each  person's 
comments  about  Easter. 

"Tell  us  the  story  of  the  resur- 
rection again,"  said  the  boys. 

"All  right,"  responded  Daddy, 
"and  then  I  am  going  to  ask  each 
one  of  you  what  Easter  means  to 
you.  You  may  talk  into  the  micro- 
phone when  you  tell  us." 

Daddy  related  the  beautiful 
story,  reading  selections  from 
Matthew  (28:1-20).  He  summar- 
ized by  saying,  "Jesus  awakened 
from  death.    He  lives  again.    We 


will  all  live  again  because  of  His 
great  love  for  us." 

The  children  then  took  turns 
telling  what  this  special  day  meant 
to  them.  Each,  according  to  his 
maturity,  sensed  the  feelings  of 
security  and  love  which  he  pos- 
sessed because  of  the  love  of  Jesus 
for  each  one  of  our  Heavenly  Fath- 
er's children.  This  tape  would  be- 
come a  priceless  family  treasure. 

"Now  it  is  time  for  Us  to  go  to 
Sacrament  meeting,"  said  Mother. 
"The  choir  will  sing  a  special  pro- 
gram of  Hosanna  anthems,  and  I 
am  sure  you  will  enjoy  the  beau- 
tiful colored  slides  which  will  help 
us  remember  Jesus  on  this  special 
day." 

"I'm  glad  we  have  Easter,"  said 
Daddy.  "It  is  such  a  special  day — 
and  such  a  happy  day  for  me  and 
my  wonderful  family." 
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IN  THE  STAKE  AND  WARD 

Organize  For* 
Missionary  Work 

by  Richard  0.  Cowan 

The  Lord  has  emphasized  the  importance  of 
teaching  the  Gospel  to  all  mankind..  To  His  disciples 
the  Saviour  said,  ".  .  .  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  {Mark  16:15.) 
In  a  revelation  to  members  of  the  Church  in  our  day, 
He  said,  "Behold,  I  sent  you  out  to  testify  and  warn 
the  people,  and  it  becometh  every  man  who  hath 
been  warned  to  warn  his  neighbor."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenarits  88 :  81. )  Because  of  these  and  many  other 
similar  cpmmandments,  missionary  work  has  always 
been  an  important  phase  of  Church  activity  for  Lat- 
ter-day Saints. 

Samuel  Harrison  Smith,  the  Prophet's  younger 
brother,  served  as  the  first  LDS  missionary  in  1830, 
only  a  few  weeks  after  the  Church  was  organized. 
The  first  mission  to  be  organized  was  the  British  Mis- 
sion in  1837;  the  previous  year  Moses  and  Elias  had 
restored  keys  of  authority  important  to  missionary 
work.  During  the  next  several  decades  which  fol- 
lowed this  restoration,  Latter-day  Saint  missionaries 
carried  the  Gospel  message  to  the  nations  of  the 
world. 

Missionary  work  in  the  stakes  had  a  later  begin- 
ning. In  1901,  58  special  missionaries  were  called  to 
labor  with  the  young  men  of  Zion  and  with  Church 
organizations  in  the  stakes  (Improvement  Era,  No- 
vember, 1901,  page  73).  Some  historians  have  iden- 
tified this  as  the  beginning  of  missionary  work  in 
the  stakes  of  the  Church.  During  the  1920's  and 
1930's,  members  of  the  Church  began  to  move  into 
major  centers  of  non-Latter-day  Saint  population  in 
greater  numbers  than  ever  before.  This  was  reflected 
by  the  organization  of  stakes  in  such  places  as  Los 
Angeles,  San  Francisco,  New  York,  Honolulu,  Port- 
land, Chicago,  Seattle,  Washington,  D.C.,  and  Den- 
ver. This  expansion  provided  a  greater  opportunity 
for  Latter-day  Saints  to  teach  the  Gospel  to  their 
neighbors;  and  so  during  the  1930's,  mission  organi- 
zations were  set  up  throughout  the  stakes  of  the 
Church. 

The  Handbook  for  Stake  Missions  offers  the  fol- 
lowing instruction: 

Stake  missions  are  to  be  organized  in  all  stakes 
of  the  Church.  Nonmembers  living  within  the  bound- 
aries of  stakes  should  have  opportunity  to  hear  the 
Gospel  and  have  it  taught  with  an  effort  and  skill 

(Of  general  interest.) 


equal  to   the  manner  of  teaching  in  the  full-time 
missions  of  the  Church. 

The,  key  role  of  the  Seventies  in  missionary  work 
is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  scriptures:  ".  .  .  The  Lord 
appointed  other  seventy  also,  and  sent  them  two  and 
two  before  his  face  into  every  city  and  place,  whither 
he  himself  would  come."  (Luke  10:1.)  In  the  pres- 
ent dispensation,  the  Lord  has  described  the  Seventy 
as  "traveling  elders"  who  are  to  work  under  the 
direction  of  the  Twelve  in  preaching  the  Gospel  to 
the  world  and  in  being  special  witnesses  of  His  name 
to  the  Gentiles.  (See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  107: 
25;  124:139.)  In  the  stakes,  the  Seventy  have  the 
major  responsibility  for  implementing  missionary 
work  under  the  direction  of  the  stake  presidency  and 
high  council.  The  presidency  of  a  stake  mission 
will  often  be  appointed  from  among  those  serving  in 
the  presidency  of  the  Seventies'  quorum  of  the  stake. 
In  the  wards,  missionary  work  and  home  teaching 
will  be  correlated  in  the  Ward  Council  meeting. 

Finding  Contacts 

The  first  step  in  an  effective  missionary  effort  is 
securing  interested  persons  to  teach.  Several  Church 
organizations  will  share  this  phase  of  the  work.  Sev- 
enties will  participate  through  a  canvass  of  nonmem- 
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bers  in  the  area  to  arrange  group  meetings  for  stake 
missionaries.  Seventies  acting  as  Home  Teachers 
to  families  which  include  nonmembers  will  prepare 
these  families  to  receive  the  missionaries.  All  Home 
Teachers  hearing  of  individuals  who  are  interested 
in  learning  the  Gospel  will  transmit  prospective  in- 
vestigators' names  to  the  stake  missionaries  via  the 
Ward  Council  and  Seventies'  quorum. 

The  Aaronic  Priesthood  Missionary  Committee, 
representing  youth  in  the  deacon,  teacher,  and 
priests'  quorums  and  girls  of  corresponding  ages,  will 
play  a  significant  role  in  the  work  of  finding  con- 
tacts. The  stake  mission  handbook  points  out  the 
responsibility  of  Church  youth: 

Youth  missionary  activities  in  recent  years  have 
become  a  vital  and  successful  means  of  bringing  con- 
verts into  the  Church.  .  .  .  Young  people  .  .  .  are  in 
a  position  to  interest  their  friends,  schoolmates,  and 
others  in  the  recreational,  cultural,  and  educational 
programs  of  the  Church  and  thereby  open  the  way 
for  an  interest  in  the  principles  of  the  Restored 
Gospel. 

Latter-day  Saint  youth  may  interest  their  friends 
in  attending  functions  sponsored  by  the  Sunday 
School,  MIA,  or  other  Church  organizations. 
Through  the  Ward  Council,  the  Seventy  will  learn 
of  these  nonmember  youth  and  will  seek  to  interest 
their  parents  in  receiving  missionaries. 


Teaching  the  Investigator 

A  comparatively  small  group  of  well-qualified 
stake  missionaries  will  carry  out  the  next  phase  of 
the  program.  Their  prime  responsibility  will  be,  not 
to  recruit  contacts,  but  to  teach  the  Gospel  to  inter- 
ested investigators.  As  many  of  the  brethren  among 
the  stake  missionaries  as  possible  will  be  selected 
from  the  Seventies.  Where  stake  and  full-time  mis- 
sionaries are  functioning  in  the  same  area,  they  will 
cooperate  in  the  work  of  teaching  the  Gospel.  Bach 
group  will  have  something  to  contribute  to  the  other: 
stake  missionaries  can  share  their  years  of  Church 
experience  and  knowledge  of  the  community  with 
the  full-time  missionaries,  while  the  latter  will  share 
their  enthusiastic  missionary  spirit  and  knowliedge 
of  improved  proselyting  methods  with  missionaries 
in  the  stake. 

When  an  investigator  is  baptized,  he  is  not  only 
converted  to  the  Gospel,  but  he  must  often  leave 
former  associations  and  find  new  friends  and  oppor- 
tunities for  service  among  members  of  the  Church. 
Latter-day  Saints  can  do  a  great  deal  to  welcome 
new  members  into  the  Church  and  to  make  this 
major  adjustment  in  converts'  lives  as  smooth  as 
possible.  The  Sunday  School  and  other  organiza- 
tions will  take  part  in  the  work  of  fellowshiping  as 
they  are  directed  by  the  Ward  Council. 
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The  boys,  James  C.  Wheelwright  (left)  and  Lynn  M.  Wheelwright 
(standing),  pause   in  their  interview  with  Dr.   Harvey  Fletcher. 


IN  A  DISCUSSION  WITH  DR.  HARVEY  FLETCHER,    I   UNDERSTOOD 

THE  HARMONY  BETWEEN 
SCIENCE  AND  RELIGION 

by  James  C.  Wheelwright* 


It  was  my  pleasure  on  Mar.  22,  1963,  to  meet 
and  talk  with  a  great  man:  Dr.  Harvey  Fletcher. 
Let  me  introduce  Dr.  Fletcher  and  tell  of  my  inter- 
view with  him. 

In  1907  the  charge  of  a  single  electron  was  suc- 
cessfully determined  for  the  first  time.  At  the  Ryer- 
son  Laboratory  at  Chicago  University,  Professor 
Robert  A,  Millikan,  with  the  aid  of  his  graduate 
students,  determined  the  charge-to-mass  ratio  of 
the  electron.  The  importance  of  this  discovery  when 
applied  to  any  field  of  science  is  unmeasurable,  be- 
cause this  experiment  offered  the  first  empirical  proof 
that  electricity  is  built  of  particles  having  a  definite 
mass  and  an  ultimate  charge. 


Professor  Millikan  is  credited  as  the  author  of 
this  experiment,  so  it  is  commonly  referred  to  as 
Millikan's  Oil-drop  Experiment.  However,  Dr.  Har- 
vey Fletcher,  who  was  one  of  the  graduate  students 
working  under  Professor  Millikan  at  the  time  of  his 
oil-drop  venture,  played  a  very  major  part  in  the 
success  of  the  experiment.  At  the  time  of  the  dis- 
covery, Dr.  Fletcher's  name  appeared  as  often  as 
Professor  Millikan's  in  connection  with  the  experi- 


(For  Course  12,  lesson  of  March  8,  "Preparation  for  the  Ministry"; 
for  Course  14,  lesson  of  April  5,  "Sermon  on  the  Mount";  and  for 
Course  24,  lesson  of  May  31,   "Attitudes  Inspire  Behavior.") 


*Brother  Wheelwright  is  16  years  of  age,  a  priest,  and  an  Eagle 
Scout  in  the  Yalecrest  Ward  of  the  Bonneville  Stake  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
In  scouting,  he  has  served  as  a  senior  patrol  leader  and  as  a  junior 
assistant  scoutmaster.  He  was  also  president  of  his  deacons'  quorum 
and  his  teachers'  quorum.  Last  spring,  as  a  sophomore  at  East  High 
School  with  a  grade  point  average  of  3.8,  he  took  first  place  honors 
in  the  Salt  Lake  City  Metropolitan  Science  Fair.  He  then  was  a 
finalist  in  the  National  Science  Fair  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 
In  addition  to  these  honors,  he  was  awarded  second  place  honors  in 
the  Intermountain  Junior  Science  and  Humanities  Symposium.  Be- 
cause of  this  achievement,  he  received  an  all-expense-paid  trip  to 
West  Point  Academy  to  participate  in  the  National  Junior  Science  and 
Humanities  Symposium.  He  is  the  son  of  Max  and  Ann  Wheelwright. 
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ment;  however,  due  to  various  circumstances,  Dr. 
Fletcher  today  is  not  always  directly  connected  with 
the  original  determination  of  the  ultimate  unit  of 
electrical  charge. 

Experiment  Duplicated 

I  have  duplicated  the  original  oil-drop  experi- 
ment; and  with  the  apparatus  used,  I  determined 
the  charge  of  an  electron.  The  more  I  studied  the 
oil- drop  experiment,  the  more  my  interests  focused 
upon  the  original  discoverers.  Dr.  Harvey  Fletcher 
is  one  of  the  living  authorities  of  the  oil-drop  experi- 
ment; and,  coincidentally,  he  is  a  professor  at  Brig- 
ham  Young  University,  which  is  only  a  short  dis- 
tance from  my  home. 

My  uncle,  Lorin  F.  Wheelwright,  who  is  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  Dr.  Fletcher,  suggested  that  an  inter- 
view might  be  arranged.  This  was  my  opportunity 
to  meet  and  talk  with  a  well-known  scientist  who  had 
experienced  the  same  problems  I  encountered  while 
conducting  the  oil- drop  experiment.  On  the  after- 
noon of  March  22,  I  traveled  with  my  cousin,  Lynn 
Wheelwright,  who  was  instrumental  in  the  success 
of  my  experiment,  to  Brigham  Young  University  to 
meet  Dr.  Harvey  Fletcher. 

On  our  way  to  Brigham  Young  University,  I 
wondered  what  kind  of  person  he  might  be.  I  knew 
that  he  had  rubbed  shoulders  with  men  such  as  Pro- 
fessor Millikan  most  of  his  life;  and  that  now  he  him- 
self is  equally  distinguished  and  well  known  for  his 
work  in  the  field  of  acoustics.  Why  would  Dr.  Flet- 
cher, one  of  the  top  scientists  in  the  world,  be  willing 
to  listen  to  my  experiences  with  an  experiment  he 
had  mastered  over  fifty  years  ago?  When  I  met  Dr. 
Fletcher,  I  realized  why. 

A  Scientist's  Office 

Dr.  Fletcher's  office  appeared  quite  small  in  re- 
lation to  the  position  he  holds.  The  walls  were 
hidden  by  large  bookcases  containing  a  library  of 
the  latest  scientific  literature;  and,  above  the  book- 
cases, his  degrees  and  some  recognized  achievements 
were  neatly  arranged.  It  gave  me  the  same  feeling 
I  receive  when  I  walk  into  a  library  and  think  of  all 
the  potential  knowledge  stored  there. 

That  first,  instantaneous  impression,  on  seeing 
Dr.  Fletcher  at  his  desk  computing  a  math  problem 
and  surrounded  by  the  contributions  of  similar  great 


men,  planted  a  seed  of  deep  respect  in  me  for  men 
who  have  found  the  truth  and  are  willing  and  "hum- 
ble" enough  to  share  it  and  pass  it  on  to  people  who 
have  not  yet  grasped  it.  It  takes  true  humility  for 
a  man  as  educated  and  learned  as  Dr.  Fletcher  to 
spend  his  valuable  time  discussing  problems  with  a 
young  high  school  student  such  as  I. 

Dr.  Fletcher's  record  shows  his  keen  intellectual 
abilities.  At  the  completion  of  three  years  of  college 
at  Brigham  Young,  Dr.  Fletcher  entered  Graduate 
School  at  the  University  of  Chicago  as  a  "special" 
student.  This  classification  was  validated  when  he 
received  straight  "A's."  After  receiving  his  doctor- 
ate, Dr.  Fletcher  worked  for  Bell  Telephone  Labora- 
tories for  one-third  of  a  century  and  became  well 
known  for  his  pioneering  research  in  the  field  of 
acoustics.  He  is  presently  professor  of  mathematics 
at  Brigham  Young  University  and  is  studying  the 
characteristics  and  electronic  production  of  musical 
tones.  Many  serious  hi-fi  enthusiasts  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  Fletcher  sound  reproduction  curves. 

Learning  Is  a  Personal  Adventure 

He  told  us  that  learning  is  a  personal  adventure. 
When  asked  by  Lynn,  "What  college  would  best 
teach  electronics?"  Dr.  Fletcher  replied,  "There  are 
many  good  colleges.  It  is  not  so  much  the  school 
as  it  is  you." 

The  genius  of  Dr.  Fletcher  is  enhanced  by  the 
fact  that  he  is  a  religious  man.  I  was  impressed  that 
he  realizes  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  he  knows  the  truth  of  science;  that  he  has 
found  no  conflict  between  science  and  religion;  and 
that  he  knows  there  never  will  be  one,  as  long  as  both 
science  and  religion  contain  the  truth. 

What  impressed  me  most  about  Dr.  Harvey 
Fletcher  was  his  straightforward  humility.  To  me, 
he  is  an  example  of  hitman  achievement  at  its  peak; 
and  yet  he  is  as  down-to-earth  and  easy  to  talk  with 
as  if  he  were  my  father.  Dr.  Fletcher  is  recognized 
as  a  good  Latter-day  Saint,  and  he  is  also  recognized 
as  one  of  our  very  top  scientists;  and  yet,  when  I 
talked  with  him,  there  was  no  barrier  at  all.  To  me, 
Dr.  Harvey  Fletcher  has  found  what  every  man  is 
seeking:  the  knowledge  of  our  Heavenly  Father  both 
in  science  and  religion,  and  the  love  of  our  fellow- 
man,  expressed  by  the  spirit  of  humility. 

Library  File  Reference:  Fletcher,  Harvey. 
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Wlxen  Rome 
Conquered.  Judea 

by  Burl  Shephard 

When  Pompey's  Roman  legions  battered  down 
the  temple  fortifications  in  Jerusalem  in  63  B.C., 
butchering  upwards  of  12,000  rebellious  Jews,  they 
brought  to  an  end  the  only  period  of  political 
freedom  that  Judea  had  known  since  586  B.C.  Judea 
became  a  Roman  vassal  state,  and  never  again  until 
our  own  time  (1948)  would  the  Jews  have  an  in- 
dependent government,  free  from  outside  authority. 

The  hard-bought  freedom  gained  for  them  under 
the  Maccabees  in  141  B.C.  was  short-lived  (141-63 
B.C.),  but  it  showed  the  depth  and  strength  of  Jew- 
ish religion  and  culture,  for  it  was  fought  on  religious 
grounds. 

About  198  B.C.,  the  Jews  were  chafing  under 
Egyptian  domination  and  welcomed  the  Syrian  ruler 
Antiochus  III  when  he  campaigned  against  Egypt, 
If  they  hoped  for  a  better  life  under  Syrian  control, 
they  were  disappointed,  for  Antiochus  was  defeated 
by  the  Romans  and  forced  to  pay  an  enormous  trib- 
ute. His  successor,  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  not  only 
increased  the  financial  burdens  of  the  Jews,  but 
having  no  respect  for  their  religion,  he  sold  the  office 
of  high  priest  to  the  highest  bidder.  His  high  priest 
Joshua,  taking  the  Greek  name  of  Jason,  ambitiously 
endeavored  to  introduce  Greek  culture  into  Judea. 
After  three  years,  Jason  was  deposed;  and  Menelaus, 


Main   Events  in   Palestine  from   Time   of  Maccabean    Revolt  to 
Reign  of  Herod  the  Great* 

B.C. 

167     Mattathias  rebels  against  Syrian  paganism. 

166    Judas  Maccabeus  succeeds  to  leadership  of  Jewish 

revolt. 
165     He  recovers  Jerusalem,  restores  daily  worship  in 

Temple. 
162     Jewish  alliance  with  Rome. 
161    Death  of  Judas  Maccabeus. 
160    Jonathan,  brother  of  Judas,  is  elected  captain  by 

the  Jews. 
153    Jonathan  is  made  High  Priest  of  the  Jews. 
144     Jonathan  is  murdered. 
143    Simon  becomes  High  Priest  and  is  made  "Prince 

of  Judea."    He  sends  an  embassy  to  Rome. 
142     Simon  takes  the  fortress  of  Acra   (pagan  Syrian 

stronghold  or  citadel  in  Jerusalem). 
135     Murder  of  Simon.    John  Hyrcanus  succeeds  him. 
130    John    Hyrcanus    makes    himself    independent    of 

Syria. 
128    He  renews  the  league  with  Rome. 
107    Death  of  John  Hyrcanus. 
106  -  40     Minor  rulers  of  Palestine. 

63    Palestine  subdued  by  the  Romans  under  Pompey. 
40     Herod  the  Great  is  proclaimed  King  of  Judea  by 

the  Roman  Senate. 


another  "high  bidder,"  took  his  place.  Antiochus 
realized  that  the  increasing  Jewish  opposition  to  him 
was  rooted  in  their  dedication  to  Jewish  law,  and 
he  determined  to  stamp  out  that  law. 

".  .  .  All  religious  observances  ordained  in  the 
Law  of  Moses  were  forbidden  in  Palestine  .  .  .  under 
penalty  of  death,  notably  circumcision,  Sabbath  rest, 
celebration  of  the  festivals.  The  mere  possession  of 
a  scroll  of  the  Law  was  a  capital  offense,  for  the  edict 
ordered  the  destruction  of  every  copy  of  the  Penta- 
teuch. Conversely,  the  worship  of  heathen  gods  be- 
came compulsory,  and  altars  for  this  purpose  were 
erected  all  over  the  land."1 

This  flagrant  disregard  of  Jewish  sacred  rights 
and  customs  could  only  end  in  revolt.  In  the  moun- 
tain village  of  Modin  lived  a  religious  Jew  named 
Mattathias,  who  had  five  sons:  John,  Simon,  Judas 
Maccabeus,  Eleazar,  and  Jonathan.  When  a  royal 
officer  tried  to  enforce  pagan  sacrifices  among  the 
Jews  there,  Mattathias  killed  him  and  the  Jew  who 
was  about  to  perform  the  ceremony.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  the  Maccabean  rebellion,  so  called  be- 
cause it  was  led  by  Judas  Maccabeus  after  the  death 
of  his  father  Mattathias. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Judas  Maccabeus,  the 
Jews  won  a  peace  treaty  which  restored  to  them  their 
cherished  religious  liberty.  They  cleansed  the  Tem- 
ple, which  for  three  years  had  been  subject  to  pagan 
sacrifices;  and  the  worship  of  Jehovah  was  known 
again  throughout  the  land. 

Throughout  the  following  years  of  intermittent 
campaigning  to  maintain  their  freedom  and  extend 
their  borders,  the  Jewish  nation  made  great  gains. 


(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  February  2,  "A  Command  from  Rome"; 
for  Course  12,  lesson  of  February  2,  "Life  in  Palestine";  and  for 
Course  14,  lesson  of  January  12,  "In  the  Time  of  the  Herodians.") 


Tfeiffer,  Robert  H.,  History  of  New  Testament  Times;  Harper 
and  Brothers  Publishers,  New  York,  N.Y.,  1949;  page  13. 

aPfeiffer,  History  of  New  Testament  Times,  page  14. 

*  Adapted  from  a  chart  in  The  Book  of  Life,  arranged  and  edited 
by  Newton  Marshall  Hall,  A.M.,  D.D.,  and  Irving  Francis  Wood,  Ph.D., 
D.D.,  Volume  3;  John  Rudin  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111.,  1925  edition;  pages 
436-493. 
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When  Judas  was  killed,  his  brother  Jonathan  suc- 
ceeded him  as  military  leader,  and  he  won  for  them 
freedom  from  taxation.  Jonathan  lost  his  life  in 
the  continuing  struggle,  and  his  brother  Simon  was 
elected  military  leader.  The  sons  of  Mattathias  were 
indeed  loyal  to  their  father  and  to  the  cause  which 
he  espoused. 

Under  the  strong  leadership  of  Simon,  the  Jewish 
state  made  its  final  strides  to  complete  independ- 
ence. The  grateful  nation  made  him  and  his  de- 
scendants the  permanent  ruling  high  priests.  Simon 
was  the  first  man  to  be  recognized  by  the  Roman 
Senate  as  a  friendly  independent  ruler  in  Jerusalem. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  son  John  Hyrcanus.  '  The 
historians  note  that  by  129  B.C.,  the  nation  "had 
progressed  from  the  attainment  of  religious  freedom 
...  to  political  independence  and  ...  to  conquest 
under  Hyrcanus."3  It  was  this  leader's  intention  to 
restore  to  Judea  the  whole  of  the  kingdom  of  David, 
and  to  this  end  he  campaigned  vigorously.  He  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Aristobulus,  and  when  Aristo- 
bulus  died,  his  widow,  Salome  Alexandra,  married 
her  husband's  oldest  brother,  Janneus  Alexander, 
and  he  became  the  next  ruler.  During  his  compara- 
tively long  reign,  from  103  to  76  B.C.,  this  vigorous 
military  campaigner  overthrew  heathen  cities  and 
expanded  the  borders  of  Israel.  By  the  time  of  his 
death  in  76  B.C.,  he  had  restored  to  the  Jews  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  kingdom  of  Solomon. 

His  widow  Alexandra  succeeded  her  husband  on 
the  throne  and  reigned  for  nine  years.  Her  reign 
was  peaceful,  but  at  this  time  were  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  family  discord  which  gave  Rome  opportunity 
to  intervene. 

Queen  Alexandra's  oldest  son,  Hyrcanus  II,  weak 
and  indolent  by  nature,  was  made  the  nation's  high 
priest  but  without  any  civil  authority.  The  younger 
and  more  able  son,  Aristobulus  II,  was  kept  in  check; 
however,  he  was  far  too  ambitious  to  be  left  out  of 
the  picture.  Shortly  after  Alexandra  died  in  67  B.C., 
at  the  age  of  73,  Aristobulus  defeated  Hyrcanus  in 
the  fight  for  ruling  power  and  forced  Hyrcanus  to 
retire  to  private  life. 

But  unfriendly  eyes  were  watching  the  family 
feud  among  the  Jews. 

".  .  .  There  was  a  certain  friend  of  Hyrcanus,  an 
Idumean,  called  Antipater,  who  was  very  rich,  and 
in  his  nature  an  active  and  a  seditious  man;  who 
was  at  enmity  with  Aristobulus,  and  had  differences 
with  him  on  account  of  his  good-will  to  Hyrcanus. 
.  .  .  So  he  stirred  up  the  powerful  of  the  Jews,  arid 
talked  against  him  [Aristobulus~\  to  them  privately; 
and  said  that  it  was  unjust  to  overlook  the  conduct 
of  Aristobulus,  who  had  gotten  the  government  un- 
righteously, and  ejected  his  brother  out  of  it,  who 

sPfeiffer,  History  of  New  Testament  Times,  page  19. 


was  the  elder,  and  ought  to  retain  what  belonged 
to  him  by  prerogative  of  his  birth.* 

Antipater  (father  of  Herod  the  Great  and  ap- 
parently governor  of  the  Idumeans)  was  successful 
in  persuading  Hyrcanus  to  seek  aid  from  the  king  of 
Arabia.  In  the  siege  that  followed,  Aristobulus 
was  defeated  and  forced  to  retreat  to  Temple  Hill. 

About  64  B.C.,  Pompey's  military  assistant 
Scaurus  arrived  in  Judea,  and  the  two  brothers 
(Aristobulus  and  Hyrcanus)  sought  him  out  to  arbi- 
trate their  dispute.  "And  when  both  of  them  prom- 
ised to  give  him  money  ...  he  accepted  of  Aristo- 
bulus's  promise,  for  he  was  rich,  and  had  a  great 
soul,  and  desired  to  obtain  nothing  but  what  was 
moderate;  whereas  the  other  was  poor,  and  tenacious, 
and  made  incredible  promises  in  hopes  of  greater 
advantages;  .  .  ."5  The  king  of  Arabia  was  ordered 
to  lift  the  siege,  and  Aristobulus  was  left  in  power. 

In  63  B.C.,  Pompey  came  to  Damascus;  and  there 
he  listened  to  the  disputes  of  the  brothers  and  also  to 
the  Jewish  people,  whose  popular  wish  was  that  the 
monarchy  be  abolished  and  the  earlier  form  of  priest^ 
ly  government  be  restored.  They  complained  "that 
though  these  two  were  the  posterity  of  priests,  yet 
did  they  seek  to  change  the  government  of  their 
nation  to  another  form,  in  order  to  enslave  them."6 
They  wanted  neither  of  the  brothers  to  rule  over 
them.  Pompey  promised  to  settle  the  matter  after 
his  campaign  with  the  Nabateans,  and  ordered  the 
two  brothers  to  keep  the  peace  until  his  return.  This 
Aristobulus  failed  to  do;  and  his  failure  to  keep  his 
promise  offended  Pompey,  who  took  his  army  to 
march  against  Aristobulus. 

Hereupon  Aristobulus  repented  of  what  he  was 
doing,  and  came  to  Pompey,  and  (promised  to)  give 
him  money  .  .  .  and  to  do  what  he  pleased  peaceably. 
So  Pompey  ...  sent  Gabinius,  and  soldiers  with 
him,  to  receive  the  money  and  the  city:  .  .  .  but 
Gabinius  came  back,  being  both  excluded  out  of  the 
city,  and  receiving  none  of  the  money  promised,  be- 
cause Aristobulus' 's  soldiers  would  not  permit  the 
agreements  to  be  executed.7 

(Concluded  on  page  13.) 


*The  Life  and  Works  of  Flavius  Josephus,  translated  by  William 
Whiston,  A.M.,  1957  edition;  The  John  C.  Winston  Co.,  Philadelphia; 
Book  XIV,  chapter  1:3. 

The  Jewish  historian,  Flavius  Josephus,  was  born  A.D.  37.  He 
was  a  military  commander  and  a  precocious  student  of  the  Law.  He 
became  a  Pharisee  and  in  A.D.  64  went  to  Rome  to  intercede  for 
some  of  his  priest  friends.  There  he  was  fortunate  in  being  introduced 
to  the  Roman  rulers,  and  when  he  returned  to  Palestine  he  was 
able  to  speak  from  personal  experience  of  the  power  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  He  tried  to  calm  the  revolutionary  Jews;  they  refused  to 
listen. 

In  the  spring  of  A.D.  67  his  Jewish  troops  fled  before  the  Roman 
forces.  Josephus  surrendered,  and  being  led  before  Vespasian  he 
was  inspired  to  prophesy  that  Vespasian  would  become  emperor. 
When  the  prophecy  was  fulfilled,  Josephus  won  his  freedom.  He 
adopted  the  name  of  Flavius,  the  family  name  of  Vespasian.  •  He  was 
made  a  Roman  citizen,  awarded  a  pension,  and  received  an  estate 
in  Judea. 

He  wrote  the  Jewish  War,  The  Jewish  Antiquities  (a  twenty-vol- 
ume history  of  the  Jews  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  out- 
break of  war  with  Rome),  Life  (a  narrative  of  his  own  life),  and  two 
books,  Against  Apion  (a  defense  directed  against  misrepresentations 
of  the  Jews.)  (See  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  Inc.,  1960  edition,  vol- 
ume 13;  page  153.) 
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And  again,  inasmuch  as  parents  have  children  in 
Zion,  or  in  any  of  her  stakes  which  are  organized, 
that  teach  them  not  to  understand  the  doctrine  of 
repentance,  faith  in  Christ  the  Son  of  the  living  God, 
and  of  baptism  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the 
laying  on  of  the  hands,  .  .  .  the  sin  be  upon  the  heads 
of  the  parents.  For  this  shall  be  a  law  unto  the  in- 
habitants of  Zion,  or  in  any  of  her  stakes  which  are 
organized.         — Doctrine  and  Covenants  68:25,  26. 


TELL  ME  ABOUT 
THE  HOLY  GHOST 


by  Charles  R.  Hobbs' 


One  evening  last  week  I  sat  on  the  sofa  in  our 
living  room  reading  the  paper.  My  6-year-old  daugh- 
ter, Christi,  came  skipping  into  the  room  and  plopped 
down  at  my  side.  Energetically  she  interlocked  her 
arm  in  mine  and  snuggled  up  closely. 

"Daddy,  I  love  you,"  she  said. 

I  put  the  paper  aside,  gave  her  a  squeeze,  and  in- 
quired, "How  much?" 

Christi  stretched  her  small  arms  wide  apart  and, 
as  if  describing  a  giant  fish  she  had  caught,  respond- 
ed, "That  much!" 

I  said,  "Oh,  that's  wonderful.  .  .  .  Now  tell  me 
how  much  you  love  Jesus." 

Without  hesitation  her  little  arms  stretched  even 
further  as  a  big  smile  came  over  her  face.  "I  love 
Jesus  a  whole  lot,  because  he  has  given  me  every- 
thing," she  answered.  Then,  appearing  to  be  in  deep 
thought,  Christi  was  silent  for  a  moment.  Suddenly 
she  blurted,  "Daddy,  tell  me  about  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Obviously  I  was  confronted  with  a  challenge.  I 
knew  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  a  personage  of  spirit 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:22),  that  he  is  a  medi- 
ator between  God  and  man  (John  14:26),  that  he 
bestows  gifts  of  the  spirit  upon  those  who  are  worthy 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  46:13-33),  that  he  assists 
one  in  being  bora  again  of  the  Spirit  (John  3:1-13), 
and  that  through  him  comes  a  remission  of  sins  upon 

(For  Course  24,  lesson  of  March  8,  "Rebirth  Through  the  Holy 
Ghost.") 

*Brother  Charles  R.  Hobbs  with  his  wife,  the  former  Nola  Davis, 
and  their  two  children  live  in  Cedar  City,  Utah,  where  Brother  Hobbs 
serves  as  District  Coordinator  of  Southern  Utah  Seminaries.  He 
obtained  both  his  B.A.  and  M.A.  degrees  from  Brigham  Young  Uni- 
versity. Besides  completing  extensive  work  in  the  Church's  Seminary 
system,  Brother  Hobbs  has  written  several  articles  which  have  been 
published  in  The  Instructor,  The  Improvement  Era,  and  The  Liahona 
(The  Church's  Spanish  written  publication).  He  has  also  fulfilled  a 
mission  in  the  Netherlands  and  is  an  Eagle  Scout  in  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  America. 


Christi  said,  "Daddy,  I  love  you" 

conditions  of  repentance  (2  Nephi  31:17).  Yet, 
would  it  not  be  fruitless  to  give  such  abstract  ex- 
planations to  a  child? 

Children  can  be  given  understanding  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Perhaps  this  is  best  illustrated  and  some- 
what substantiated  with  the  following  metaphor.  As 
you  read  this  figure  of  speech,  notice  where  you  as 
a  parent  or  a  teacher  fit  into  the  pattern. 

Once  there  was  a  teacher  who  wanted  to  help  a 
child  whom  he  loved  dearly.  The  student's  name  was 
Hope.  This  teacher  lived  on  a  large,  beautiful  plateau 
of  knowledge.  Hope  dwelt  on  her  own  small  plateau 
of  limited  knowledge  which  was  separated  from  the 
larger  one  by  a  wide  chasm  of  experience.  The  good 
teacher  yearned  to  bring  Hope  into  the  adult  world 
of  understanding — to  teach  her  about  the  Holy 
Ghost.  This  task  seemed  difficult.  The  gulf  be- 
tween them  was  wide. 

After  much  thought,  prayer,  and  preparation,  the 
teacher  found  a  way.  He  realized  that  this  child 
herself  must  walk  the  challenging  gulf  of  experience. 
He  was  also  aware  of  the  dangers  of  false  teachings 
and  temptations  which  would  confront  Hope  in  this 
wide  chasm. 

The  teacher  knelt,  then  carefully  extended  him- 
self far  below — even  to  the  child's  plateau  of  lim- 
ited understanding.  While  descending,  he  became 
aware  that  but  a  short  time  earlier  he,  too,  had  lived 
in  a  child's  world.  It  was  indeed  good  to  return  to 
such  a  humble  place  again.  From  this  lower  plateau, 
the  wise  teacher  grasped  symbols  and  concepts  famil- 
iar to  his  little  protegee.  With  these  he  constructed 
a  bridge  across  the  chasm  on  which  the  child  could 
easily  walk.     Now  it  was  not  necessary  for  little 
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Hope  to  stare  in  bewilderment  at  the  great  plateau 
surfaced  with  its  overwhelming  words:  mediator, 
bestowal  of  gifts,  born  again,  manifestation,  discern- 
ment, worthiness,  and  personage  of  spirit.  Upon  her 
bridge,  which  led  eventually  to  these  new  concepts, 
she  found  her  own  vocabulary  and  simple  concepts. 
On  the  bridge  constructed  by  a  wise  teacher,  Hope 
found  many  words  and  ideas  which  she  could  under- 
stand, such  as, 

"The  Holy  Ghost  makes  me  feel  happy  and  warm 
inside  when  I  keep  Heavenly  Father's  command- 
ments." 

"The  Holy  Ghost  will  help  Heavenly  Father 
answer  my  prayers." 

"The  Holy  Ghost  helps  all  those  who  do  good 
and  live  the  way  Jesus  wants  them  to." 

"When  the  Holy  Ghost  wants  to  prompt  me,  I 
must  listen  carefully;  for  He  speaks  very  quietly  in 
my  mind." 

"The  Holy  Ghost  looks  like  a  man,  but  I  cannot 
see  Him  because  He  is  a  spirit." 

"The  Holy  Ghost  is  sacred  and  holy  because  He 
is  the  third  member  of  the  Godhead." 

"The  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  will  be  given  to 
me  by  men  holding  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood 
after  I  have  been  baptized." 

"The  Holy  Ghost  gives  spiritual  gifts  to  those 
who  have  been  baptized  and  live  good  lives." 


"The  Holy  Ghost  bears  witness  unto  men  that 
Jesus  really  lives  and  that  He  is  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.    He  reveals  truth." 

Hope's  bridge  was  also  constructed  with  com- 
parisons. The  questions  of  how  the  Holy  Ghost  can 
be  with  one  person  and  not  with  another  and  of  how 
the  Holy  Ghost  can  be  with  many  people  at  one 
time  were  easily  understood  when  compared  with 
the  operation  of  a  radio:  To  be  baptized  and  live  a 
good  life  is  to  turn  on  the  radio.  If  the  dial  were 
never  adjusted  the  message  would  never  be  received. 
Any  number  of  people  can  tune  in  to  the  same  station 
and  receive  the  same  radio  message.  The  Holy  Ghost 
is  capable  of  touching  the  lives  of  millions  of  people 
all  at  the  same  time.  The  bridge,  structured  with 
the  above  comparisons  and  with  other  simple  anal- 
ogies, made  her  progression  toward  the  plateau  of 
knowledge  safer  and  surer. 

Reach  into  your  students'  world.  Find  out  how 
much  they  understand  about  things  around  them; 
then  teach  from  their  plateau  of  knowledge. 

It  is  important  that  our  children  understand  the 
purpose  and  personality  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  For  it 
is  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  that  will  lead  them  to 
exaltation  and  eternal  life. 

Remember  to  build  bridges.  That  is  what  I  at- 
tempted to  do  with  Christi. 

Library  File  Reference:  Holy  Ghost. 


WHEN   ROME  CONQUERED  JUDEA    (Concluded  from  page  11.) 


At  this,  Pompey  laid  siege  to  the  city.  Jerusalem 
was  well  fortified,  being  "strong  on  every  side,  ex- 
cepting the  north, . .  .  for  there  was  a  broad  and  deep 
ditch  that  encompassed  the  city  [60  feet  deep  and 
250  feet  wide],  and  included  within  it  the  temple, 
which  was  itself  encompassed  about  with  a  very 
strong  stone  wall."8  A  siege  of  three  months  fol- 
lowed. 

...  A  bank  was  raised,  day  by  day,  with  a  great 
deal  of  labour,  while  the  Romans  cut  down  materials 
for  it  from  the  places  round  about.  And  when  this 
bank  was  sufficiently  raised,  and  the  ditch  filled  up, 
though  but  poorly,  by  reason  of  its  immense  depth, 
he  [Pompey]  brought  his  mechanical  engines  and 
battering-rams  from  Tyre,  and  placing  them  on  the 
bank,  he  battered  the  temple  with  the  stones  that 
were  thrown  against  it.  And  had  it  not  been  our 
practice,  from  days  of  our  forefathers,  to  rest  on  the 
seventh  day,  this  bank  could  never  have  been  per- 
fected, by  reason  of  the  opposition  the  Jews  would 
have  made;  .  .  .  Which  thing  when  the  Romans 
understood,  on  those  days  which  we  call  sabbaths 
they  ...  raised  up  their  earthen  banks,  and  brought 
their  engines  into  such  forwardness,  that  they  might 
do  execution  the  next  day.9 

8The  Life  and  Works  of  Flavins  Josephus,  Book  XIV,  chapter  4:1. 
9The  Life  and  Works  of  Flavins  Josephus,  Book  XIV,  chapter  4:2. 


Victory  for  the  Romans  was  inevitable,  and  there 
was  a  great  slaughter  of  the  Jews  when  the  Roman 
armies  broke  through  into  the  temple  area.  The  re- 
duced Jewish  state  was  placed  under  Hyrcanus  II  as 
hereditary  high  priest  without  a  royal  title.  The 
hated  Antipater  became  procurator  of  Judea;  and  his 
two  sons,  Herod  and  Phasael,  were  appointed 
tetrarchs  of  the  Jews.  Herod  later  became  king  of 
Judea  from  37  B.C.  to  4  B.C.  Josephus  writes  the 
sad  conclusion: 

Now  the  occasions  of  this  misery  which  came 
upon  Jerusalem  were  Hyrcanus  and  Aristobulus,  by 
raising  a  sedition  one  against  the  other;  for  now  we 
lost  our  liberty,  and  became  subject  to  the  Romans, 
and  were  deprived  of  that  country  which  we  had 
gained  by  our  arms  from  the  Syrians,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  restore  it  to  the  Syrians.  Moreover,  the 
Romans  exacted  of  us,  in  a  little  time,  above  ten 
thousand  talents;  and  the  royal  authority,  which  was 
a  dignity  formerly  bestowed  on  those  that  were  high 
priests,  by  the  right  of  their  family,  became  the 
property  of  private  men.10 


MThe  Life  and  Works  of  Flavius  Josephus,  Book  XIV,  chapter  4:5. 
Library  File  Reference:  Jews — History. 
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AT  EASTER  WE  REMEMBER 

THE  GLORIOUS 
RESURRECTION 

(SUGGESTED  EASTER  PROGRAM  FOR  THE  JUNIOR  AND  SENIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS) 


For  the  Senior  Sunday  School 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  Easter 
Day  program  is  to  take  the  place  of  the 
2  % -minute  talks  and  the  hymn  practice, 
it  is  suggested  that  the  entire  worship 
service  this  morning  be  directly  pointed 
toward  the  theme  of  the  resurrection  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  This  service 
will  consist  of  sacramental  hymns,  par- 
taking of  the  sacrament,  and  choral 
reading  of  New  Testament  scriptures 
by  various  classes.  Each  school  should 
determine  which  of  its  classes  is  best 
able  to  do  this  choral  reading.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  teachers  of  the  classes  par- 
ticipating have  these  scriptures  suit- 
ably copied  so  that  each  student  may 
have  a  copy  for  class  rehearsal  and  for 
Easter  morning. 

Devotional  Prelude: 
Handel's  Largo. 

Opening  Hymn:  "Christ  the  Lord 
Is  Risen  Today,"  Hymns — 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints,  No.  10. 

Invocation. 

It  is  suggested  that  a  member 
of  the  superintendency  make  a 
preliminary  statement  some- 
what as  follows: 

"In  view  of  the  fact  that  on 
Easter  Sunday  we  commemorate 
the  resurrection  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  from  the  tomb,  we 
shall  dedicate  our  entire  worship 
service  this  morning  to  recount- 
ing this  glorious  event.  Begin- 
ning with  our  sacramental  hymn, 


we  shall  ask  our  chorister  to  in- 
vite the  congregation,  before 
singing,  to  join  in  reading  rever- 
ently the  two  verses  of  this  beau- 
tiful hymn." 

Sacramental  Hymn:  "In  Humility 

Our  Savior,"  Hymns,  No.  49. 
Sacrament  Gem. 

Member  of  the  Superintendency: 

"Easter  is  a  day  on  which  we 
especially  commemorate  the  res- 
urrection of  our  Saviour. 

"This  is  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguishing features  of  the 
Christian  religion.  It  is  a  basic 
concept  of  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  and 
is  the  foundation  of  our  faith. 
Today  we  shall  have  four  of  our 
classes  participate  in  our  special 
Easter  Service  by  presenting 
choral  readings  of  New  Testa- 
ment scriptures  from  Matthew, 
Mark,  Luke,  and  John.  These 
beautiful  citations  portray  the 
account  of  the  resurrection  of 
Jesus  as  seen  by  witnesses. 
Choral  Reading,  Matthew  28 : 5-9 

(Members  of  Course  12) 
Choral  Reading Mark  16:1-6 

(Members  of  Course  10) 

Choral  Reading Luke  24:33, 

34,  36-40,  44-46,  48 
(Members  of  Course  16) 
Choral  Reading,  John  20:19-20, 

24-29 
(To  be  selected) 


Note  to  Teachers: 

The  teachers  of  these  classes 
should  either  personally  announce 
where  these  scriptures  are  to  be 
found  or  have  a  member  of  the  class 
do  so.  The  scriptures  should  be  re- 
hearsed in  class  so  that  these  beau- 
tiful citations  may  be  clearly  and 
reverently  read  with  proper  em- 
phasis and  understanding. 

Summary  by  Superintendency: 

A  member  of  the  superintend- 
ency might  well  make  a  one- 
minute  summary  of  this  choral 
reading  of  New  Testament  scrip- 
ture, somewhat  as  follows: 

"And  so  you  have  heard  this 
beautiful  scripture  depicting  the 
events  that  occurred  after  the 
Saviour's  death  on  the  cross.  For 
two  thousand  years  this  occur- 
rence has  challenged  interest, 
faith,  and  dedication  of  millions 
of  people.  If  we  had  had  time 
this  morning,  we  could  also  have 
included  a  wonderful  body  of 
scripture  from  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon depicting  the  Saviour's  visit 
to  the  people  of  the  American 
continent.  May  the  commem- 
oration of  this  glorious  fact  of 
the  Resurrection  help  us  to 
build  our  testimonies  and  to 
strengthen  our  faith." 

Closing   Hymn,    "He    Is   Risen," 

Hymns,  No.  61. 
Separation  for  Classes. 


14 


THE    INSTRUCTOR 


For  the  Junior  Sunday  School 

Devotional  Prelude. 
Opening  Hymn:  "Christ  Is  Risen," 
The  Children  Sing,  No.  160. 

Invocation. 

Sacramental  Hymn:  "Jesus  Is  Our 
Loving  Friend,"  The  Children 
Sing,  No.  21. 

Sacrament  Gem. 

Sacrament. 

Program: 

Hymn:  "I  Think  When  I  Read 
that  Sweet  Story,"  The  Children 
Sing,  No.  9.  (Stand  while  sing- 
ing.) 

Story: 

Easter  is  a  very  special  day.  A 
day  to  be  thankful,  a  day  to  be 
happy  because  we  know  that 
Jesus  lives.  In  the  Bible  we  are 
told  the  story  of  the  very  first 
Easter,  the  Sabbath  morning  of 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus. 

We  remember  the  story  of 
how  Jesus  was  put  to  death  by 
some  unkind  people.  They  had 
not  liked  the  things  He  taught 
or  the  kind  things  He  did  to  help 
others.  So  they  decided  He  must 
die.  Jesus  said  to  them  and  to 
His  disciples  and  friends,  "After 
three  days,  I  will  rise  again." 
(See  John  2:19-21.) 

After  Jesus  was  dead,  His  dis- 
ciples and  friends  who  loved  Him 
carefully  placed  His  body  in  a 
burial  place  called  a  sepulchre 
— a  large  hollow  place  cut  out  of 
rock.  Then  a  large  stone  was 
placed  in  front  of  the  sepulchre 
to  close  the  entrance.  Some  men 
were  sent  to  guard  it. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
third  day,  friends  of  Jesus  went 
to  the  sepulchre  to  see  what  had 
happened.    The  big  stone  had 


been  rolled  away.  They  could 
see  inside  the  sepulchre.  Jesus' 
body  was  not  there.  They  re- 
membered what  He  had  told 
them,  that  after  three  days  He 
would  be  resurrected.  He  would 
rise  and  live  again.  So  they  went 
quietly  away,  back  to  their 
homes. 

But  Mary  Magdalene,  who 
loved  Jesus,  waited  alone  and 
watched  at  the  sepulchre.  After 
awhile  she  heard  a  voice;  then 
she  saw  Jesus.  At  first  she  did 
not  know  Him.  He  spoke  to  her 
again,  saying,  "Mary."  Then 
she  knew  Him.  How  glad  she 
was  to  see  Him! 

Jesus  wanted  Mary  to  see 
Him  so  she  could  know  He  was 
alive.  Mary  was  so  happy  she 
hurried  away  to  find  the  dis- 
ciples and  told  them  she  had 
seen  Jesus  and  heard  Him 
speak.  (John  20:13-17.)  (Use 
picture,  "Mary  at  the  Tomb.") 

Now  Jesus  wanted  to  see  His 
disciples  also.  He  wanted  them 
to  know  what  He  had  told  them 
was  true.  He  found  them  in  a 
room  together  and  spoke  to 
them  saying,  "Peace  be  unto 
you."  (John  20:19.)  This  com- 
forted the  lonely  disciples  and 
made  them  glad.  Now  they  had 
seen  and  heard  their  beloved 
Jesus  again. 

There  were  others  who  saw 
Jesus  soon  after  He  was  resur- 
rected. They  were  called  Ne- 
phites  and  lived  on  this  conti- 
nent. One  day  He  came  to  a  large 
group  of  them,  taught  them 
many  things,  and  blessed  their 
little  children.  (Show  pictures  of 
Jesus  speaking  to  the  multitude 
and  blessing  the  children,) 


Many,  many  years  later  Jesus 
appeared  again  on  this  conti- 
nent. He  came  to  speak  with  a 
young  man  named  Joseph  Smith. 
He  asked  Joseph  to  be  a  very 
special  helper,  a  Prophet.  We 
all  remember  this  story,  how  Jo- 
seph Smith  was  asked  to  organ- 
ize a  new  church  called  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints.  This  is  the 
Church  we  belong  to  now.  Jo- 
seph Smith  translated  the  Book 
of  Mormon.  Now  we  know  that 
Jesus  lives,  because  so  many 
people  have  seen  Him.  We  be- 
long to  His  Church.  He  loves  us 
and  answers  our  prayers.  Be- 
cause of  this  we  love  one  an- 
other, and  we  are  happy  people. 

We  know  that  Easter  is  a  spe- 
cial day,  a  day  to  be  thankful, 
a  day  to  be  happy  because  we 
know  Jesus  lives.  Now  we 
know  that  everyone  everywhere 
— all  of  us — will  be  resurrected 
and  live  again  after  we  die. 

Concert  Recitation:  (to  be  led  by 
the  Coordinator,  and  repeated 
after  her  by  all  present)  "Jesus 
said  ...  I  am  the  resurrection, 
and  the  life:  he  that  believeth  in 
me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet 
shall  he  live:  And  whosoever 
liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall 
never  die.  .  .  .(John  11:25,  26.) 

Closing  Hymn:  "I  Know  That  My 
Redeemer  Lives,"  The  Children 
Sing,  No.  17.  (First  verse  by 
chorus  of  older  children.) 

Separation  for  Classes. 

Committee:  Earl  J.  Glade,  chair- 
man; Clair  W.  Johnson;  Edgar 
B.  Brossard;  Harold  A.  Dent; 
Addie  J.  Gilmore;  and  Melba 
Glade. 
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John  Milton  and 
Mormon  Doctrine 

by  Dr.  Jack  H.  Adainson* 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  great  poets  to  be  revered 
by  religions  that  were  founded  long  after  the  poets 
themselves  were  dead.  Thus  the  Latin  poet,  Vergil, 
was  much  admired  by  early  and  medieval  Christians 
who  believed  that  he  had  anticipated  many  of  the 
ideas  and  even  some  of  the  historical  events  of  Chris- 
tianity. When  Dante  wrote  his  great  Christian  epic, 
The  Divine  Comedy,  he  made  Vergil  his  guide 
through  hell  and.  purgatory,  thereby  indicating  his 
belief  that  the  great  pagan  poet  had  perhaps  come 
closer  than  any  other  man  of  the  pre-Christian  age 
to  an  understanding  of  Christian  truth. 

Similarly  from  the  time  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  was  founded,  many 
Saints  have  found  John  Milton's  ideas  to  be  con- 
genial; they  have  seen  in  his  work  certain  similarities 
to  their  own  beliefs.  These  similarities  are  never 
exact;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  many  are  quite  strik- 
ing, sufficiently  so  to  be  of  general  interest  to  Church 
members,  quite  apart  from  the  interest  they  may 
have  in  Milton  as  a  poet. 

Milton  firmly  believed  that  his  own  poetry  was 
inspired.  The  Greeks  had  said  that  there  were  nine 
muses  who  inspired  the  various  creative  arts.  Mil- 
ton invoked  a  tenth  muse,  the  Heavenly  Muse  he 

(For  Course  10,  lessons  of  January  5,  12,  and  19,  "The  Great 
Plan,"  "War  in  Heaven,"  and  "The  Plan  Begins  To  Unfold,"  and  for 
Course  28,  lessons  of  March  8  and  15,  "Free  Agency,"  and  "The  Fall.") 

*Dr.  Adamson  serves  as  academic  vice  president  of  the  University 
of  Utah.  He  attended  the  University  of  Idaho,  and  he  obtained  his 
A.B.  and  M.A.  degrees  from  the  University  of  Utah.  He  won  his 
Ph.D.  from  Harvard  University.  He  completed  an  LDS  mission  to 
Great  Britain  and  is  married  to  the  former  Margaret  Boyle.  They 
have  four  children. 


called  it,  the  Muse  that  inspired  Moses  on  Mount 
Sinai  and,  later,  the  great  Biblical  prophets.  This 
Muse  was  the  Spirit  ".  .  .  that  doth  prefer  before  all 
Temples,  th'  upright  heart  and  pure." 

Milton's  muse,  in  short,  was  the  Spirit  of  God; 
and  this  same  Spirit,  he  tells  us,  visited  him  nightly 
".  .  .  And  dictates  to  me  slumb'ring,  or  inspires 
Easy  my  unpremeditated  verse." 

The  teacher  who  is  familiar  with  Latter-day 
Saint  doctrine  will  be  able  to  make  his  own  com- 
parisons as  Milton's  views  on  five  significant  matters 
are  illustrated. 

1.  An  Unpaid  Ministry 

In  1659,  there  was  much  debate  in  England  as 
to  what  kind  of  church  government  should  be  estab- 
lished. Milton  wrote  a  tract  called  Considerations 
Touching  the  Likeliest  Means  to  Remove  Hirelings 
Out  of  the  Church.  In  this  tract,  he  opposes  any 
payment  from  the  state  to  the  ministry  and  feels 
that  if  ministers  are  to  be  paid  at  all,  they  should 
be  paid  only  by  their  own  congregations.  But  it  is 
clear  that  Milton's  own  ideal  is  a  church  in  which 
all  ministers  support  themselves  and  teach  the  Gos- 
pel entirely  for  love  as  Paul  had  done: 

Heretofore,  in  the  first  evangelic  times,  (and  it 
were  happy  for  Christendom  if  it  were  so  again), 
ministers  of  the  gospel  were  by  nothing  else  dis- 
tinguished from  other  Christians  but  by  their  spir- 
itual knowledge  and  sanctity  of  life. 

Milton  would  have  liked  to  see  this  ancient  con- 
dition restored,  to  see  a  church  in  which  there  was 
no  special  ministry  set  apart  from  the  people,  but 
rather  one  in  which  the  leaders  emerged  naturally 
from  the  congregations.  These  lay  ministers,  Milton 
felt,  could  very  well  support  themselves  as  trades- 
men or  in  some  other  fashion. 

2.  Anti-frinitctrianism 

Milton  was  never  able  to  accept  the  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity  as  embodied  in  the  Athanasian  creed. 
Rather,  he  forthrightly  wrote  that  "The  father  and 
the  son  are  different  persons."  He  denied  that  they 
were  coessential  or  that  they  were  of  the  same  nu- 
merical essence,  which  was  another  way  of  assert- 
ing that  they  were  individual  beings.  All  of  this 
was  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  First  Article  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

3.  Universal  Salvation 

Among  many  of  the  religious  groups  in  Milton's 
time,  it  was  a  commonly  held  belief  that  all  men, 
before  birth,  had  been  predestined  to  salvation  or 
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damnation,  and  that  nothing  they  could  do,  includ- 
ing a  life  of  good  works,  would  alter  that  condition. 
Milton  held  that  all  men  would  not  necessarily  be 
saved,  but  rather  that  all  men  were  potentially  cap- 
able of  salvation.  In  Paradise  Lost,  in  the  Council 
in  Heaven,  the  Father  and  the  Son,  surrounded  by 
the  angelic  hosts,  are  discussing  the  fall  of  man 
which  they  foresee  will  occur.  The  Son  then  speaks 
concerning  the   redemption: 

Father,  thy  word  is  past,  men  shall  find  grace; 
And  shall  grace  not  find  means,  that 'finds  her  way, 
The  speediest  of  thy  winged  messengers, 
To  visit  all  thy  creatures  and  to  all 
Comes  unprevented,  unimplofd,  unsought? 

Milton  does  not  mean  that  grace  will  save  all 
men  but  only  that  it  will  redeem  them  from  the  fall. 
Their  salvation  will  depend  upon  the  ultimate  con- 
duct of  their  lives: 

And  I  will  place  within  them  as  a  guide 
My  Umpire  Conscience,  whom  if  they  will  hear, 
Light  after  light  well  us'd  they  shall  attain, 
And  to  the  end  persisting,  safe  arrive. 

It  is  Milton's  firm  belief  that  no  man  can  be  a 
moral  agent  unless  he  has  free  will,  unless  he  may 
choose,  unless  his  own  salvation  is  dependent,  in 
part,  upon  his  own  actions.  Any  doctrine  that  in- 
fringed upon  or  denied  free  agency,  he  opposed 
throughout  his  entire  life. 

4.  The  War  in  Heaven 

Milton's  war  in  heaven  begins  in  a  scene  in  which 
the  Father  declares  that  His  Son  is  His  Only  Be- 
gotten and  shall  be  Messiah.  At  this  news,  Satan's 
pride  is  injured,  and  he  becomes  envious.  Thus  he 
is  guilty  of  two  of  the  seven  deadly  sins;  from  these 
two  all  the  rest  will  follow.  In  this  discordant  mood, 
he  entices  a  third  of  the  host  of  heaven  to  follow 
him  in  disobedience  to  the  will  of  God.  Although 
Satan  and  his  host  are  ultimately  defeated,  Milton 
seems  to  imply  that  the  war  continues  in  the  hearts 
of  men  and  the  issue  is  still  the  same:  humility  and 
obedience  to  the  will  of  God,  or  pride,  rebellion,  and 
separation  from  God. 

5.  The  Doctrine  of  the  Fortunate  Fall 

Scholars  disagree  somewhat  concerning  Milton's 
doctrine  of  the  fall.     I  will  therefore  give  my  own 


views.  Milton,  it  seems,  was  confronted  with  a  diffi- 
cult paradox.  In  partaking  of  the  forbidden  fruit, 
Adam  had  broken  a  commandment,  and  this  could 
not  be  condoned.  On  the  other  hand,  the  results 
of  the  fall  seemed  to  be  wholly  positive.  Thus,  after 
the  fall,  when  Adam  and  Eve,  repenting  of  their  dis- 
obedience, offer  prayers,  the  Son  says  to  the  Father 
that  the  sighs  and  prayers  are  .  .  . 

Fruits  of  more  pleasing  savour  from  thy  seed 
Sown  with  contrition  in  his  heart,  than  those 
Which  in  his  own  hand  manuring  all  the  Trees 
Of  Paradise  could  have  produc't,  ere  fall'n 
From  innocence. 

Adam,  after  seeing  a  vision  of  the  future  re- 
demption, says, 

O  goodness  infinite,  goodness  immense! 

That  all  this  good  of  evil  shall  produce 
And  evil  turn  to  good  .  .  . 

.  .  .  full  of  doubt  I  stand, 
Whether  I  should  repent  me  now  of  sin 
By  me  done  and  occasion' d,  or  rejoice 
Much  more,  that  much  more  good  thereof  will 

spring, 
To  God  more  glory,  more  good  will  to  Men.  .  .  . 

Finally,  when  Adam  and  Eve  sadly  leave  Para- 
dise, the  angel  Michael  tells  them  that  they  should 
add  .  .  . 

Deeds  to  thy  knowledge  answerable,  add  Faith, 
Add  Virtue,  Patience,  Temperance,  add  Love, 
By  name  to  come  calVd  Charity,  the  soul 
Of  all  the  rest:  then  wilt  thou  not  be  loath 
To  leave  this  Paradise,  but  shalt  possess 
A  Paradise  within  thee,  happier  far. 

In  other  words,  Milton  seems  to  feel  that  un- 
fallen,  innocent  man,  with  no  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil  and  therefore  without  significant  moral  choice, 
is  not  as  meaningful  a  being  as  fallen  man  who, 
through  grace  and  good  works,  achieves  self-mastery 
and  attains  to  a  disciplined,  moral,  and  decent  life. 
And  while  it  is  true  that  God  was  immediately  pres- 
ent in  Paradise,  good  men,  even  after  Paradise  lost, 
will  find  that 

God  is  as  here,  and  will  be  found  alike 
Present,  and  of  his  presence  many  a  sign 
Still  following  thee,  still  compassing  thee  round 
With  goodness  and  paternal  love.  .  .  . 


Library  File  Reference:  Milton,  John. 
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How  Do  I  Teach  My 
Child  To  Accept 
Responsibility? 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 

George  was  a  man  of  many  achievements.  Though 
still  in  his  thirties,  he  had  nevertheless  distinguished 
himself  in  the  world  of  business.  His  colleagues  as 
well  as  his  competitors  gave  him  high  praise  for  his 
judgment,  knowledge,  hard  work,  and  leadership 
qualities. 

As  a  citizen  he  was  regarded  as  one  who  will- 
ingly accepted  responsibilities  and  carried  them  out 
with  devotion.  On  several  occasions  he  had  been 
the  chairman  of  various  committees  for  community 
improvement. 

In  the  Church  he  was  a  stalwart.  He  had  held 
several  administrative  positions,  and  in  each  one  of 
them  he  had  made  important  contributions.  He 
brought  intelligence,  humility,  enthusiasm,  and  deep 
spirituality  to  his  assignments. 

But  he  was  both  sad  and  depressed  as  he  spoke. 
"You  know,"  he  said,  "I  was  reared  on  a  farm.  There 

(Of  special  interest  to  parents  and  grandparents.) 


were  nine  of  us  children — five  boys  and  four  girls. 
Our  parents  were  not  financially  wealthy;  rather, 
they  had  worked  hard  for  every  cent  we  ever  had. 
Ever  since  I  can  remember,  I  was  given  important 
things  to  do  about  the  home  and  on  the  farm.  At 
first  it  was  a  few  simple  chores;  but  later,  as  I  ma- 
tured, I  assumed  responsibilities  of  real  importance. 
Even  as  a  child,  I  knew  that  I  was  making  a  con- 
tribution to  our  family.  I  sensed  that  I  was  an 
economic  asset.  I  can  remember  one  time  when  I 
was  8  years  old  my  father  took  me  aside  at  beet 
harvest  time  and  told  me  he  could  not  afford  to  hire 
a  man  to  run  the  beet  digger.  'I  think  you  can  do  it,' 
he  said.  'I've  had  a  special  lever  placed  on  it  so  that 
you  can  pull  it  out  of  the  ground  when  you  come 
to  the  end  of  the  row.  And  I  know  you  can  handle 
the  horses  all  right.' 

"My,  was  I  proud  when  my  father  told  me  that. 
He  was  proud  of  me,  too,  when  I  proved  equal  to  the 
task.  I  can  honestly  say  that  I  enjoyed  such  re- 
sponsibilities. Of  course,  there  was  some  irksome 
and  monotonous  work  at  times,  but  I  came  to 
understand  that  this  was  inevitable.  I  also  realized 
that  I  was  carrying  out  an  important  role  in  our 
home. 

"There  was  another  joy  that  I  experienced. 
I  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  with  my  father  and 
worked  side  by  side  with  him.  But  only  now  that 
I  have  grown  into  adulthood  have  I  come  to  appre- 
ciate fully  how  much  I  received  from  our  close  re- 
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lationship.  He  educated  me  in  some  of  the  most 
important  aspects  of  my  life.  He  gave  me  freely  of 
his  knowledge,  his  wisdom,  and  his  love. 

"Can  you  understand  why  I  sometimes  wish  I 
were  still  a  farmer?  I  now  have  three  sons  and  one 
daughter  of  my  own.  They're  wonderful  children; 
and  I  love  them  with  all  my  soul.  But  I'm  frank 
to  admit  that  my  wife  and  I  are  faced  with  a  real 
problem.  The  boys  are  now  14,  12,  and  10  years 
old,  respectively.  But  they  don't  accept  responsi- 
bility as  I  did.  I  realize,  of  course,  that  conditions 
under  which  they're  growing  up  are  quite  different 
from  the  ones  that  characterized  my  boyhood.  I 
suppose  that's  the  thing  which  has  me  puzzled.  You 
see,  I'm  away  from  home  from  morning  until  night. 
Sometimes  I  can't  even  be  home  on  weekends,  and 
there  are  not  the  same  meaningful  kinds  of  activity 
to  give  our  children  a  sense  of  importance  as  econo- 
mic contributors  to  our  home.  Furthermore,  there 
are  all  kinds  of  enticing  things  such  as  television 
which  attract  them,  but  which  under  some  circum- 
stances do  not  help  them  to  become  the  kind  of 
person  I  would  like  them  to  be. 

"I've  thought  deeply  about  this  problem,  but  I 
need  help.  Lately,  I've  found  myself  raising  my  voice 
and  shouting  at  our  children  to  get  them  to  carry 
out  simple  tasks  around  the  home.  I  don't  want 
that  kind  of  relationship;  I  want  the  kind  my  father 
and  I  had.     How  do  I  achieve  it?" 

This  is  indeed  a  difficult  problem,  but  there  are 
a  number  of  things  that  any  parents  might  do  to 
solve  it. 

1.  Strengthen  Parent-Child  Relationships. 

Parents  must  examine  their  total  relationship  to 
their  children.  If  children  know  that  parents  love 
them,  if  they  know  that  parents  are  trying  to  help 
them  maximize  their  potential  as  children  of  our 
Heavenly  Father,  and  if  they  are  able  to  confide  in 
their  elders,  then  they  will  be  much  more  likely  to 
accept  guidance. 

Parents  can  do  many  things  to  achieve  such  a 
relationship.  They  may  engage  in  activities  with  the 
children  that  bring  real  joy  to  all.  The  father,  as  a 
holder  of  the  priesthood,  may  give  his  children  a 
father's  blessing  on  appropriate  occasions.  Parents 
may  listen  to  their  children  when  these  young  people 
speak  or  ask  questions.  Parents  may  also  find  occa- 
sions to  let  their  children  know  how  much  they  are 
loved.  Parents  who  have  such  relationships  as  these 
find  their  children  will  listen  and  accept  suggestions. 

2.  Enrich  Home  Activities. 

The  kind  of  activities  that  go  on  in  a  home  set 
patterns  of  behavior  for  children,  especially  during 


the  early  years  of  life.  The  kind  of  music  parents 
enjoy,  the  books  they  read,  the  television  programs 
they  see,  and  the  subjects  they  discuss  in  the  home 
all  weave  important  patterns  both  consciously  and 
unconsciously  into  the  lives  of  children.  Children 
imitate  their  parents  in  the  beginning  years;  and  if 
parents  generally  demonstrate  activity  patterns  that 
are  acceptable  according  to  the  Gospel,  children  will 
be  influenced  in  the  same  direction. 

3.  Encourage  Special  Interests. 

Parents  can  consciously  try  to  discover  particular 
activities  which  each  particular  child  enjoys.  One 
couple,  for  example,  discovered  that  their  5-year-old 
daughter  liked  to  paint,  their  7-year-old  son  was 
mechanically  inclined,  and  their  9-year-old  son  liked 
music.  They  provided  an  opportunity  for  each  child 
to  participate  in  his  respective  field  of  interest.  They 
found  to  their  delight  that  their  children  engaged 
in  these  activities  without  outside  pressures.  Chil- 
dren did  this  because  they  enjoyed  these  fields  of 

activity. 

(Concluded  on  page  22.) 


SUGGESTED  AGENDA  FOR  A  HOME  EVENING 

Prayer. 

Hymn. 

Discussion:  What  each  family  member  learned  this 
week  in  his  Sunday  School  and  other  Church 
classes  and  how  he  will  apply  it  in  his  life. 

Musical  Number. 

Lesson: 

1.  Let  parents  lead  out  in  indicating  what  it  means 
to  accept  responsibility.  They  should  emphasize 
the  positive  things.  For  example,  they  might 
show  how  an  individual  who  can  work  hard  and 
make  good  decisions  has  a  distinct  advantage. 

2.  Parents  might  stress  that  the  home  belongs  to 
each  member  of  the  family.  Each  member  may 
have  different  functions  and  assignments  to  per- 
form, but  all  are  working  together  to  make  home 
a  wonderful  place.  Father  may  be  the  one  who 
brings  home  the  money,  but  certainly  Mother 
and  the  children  are  earning  money,  too,  in  the 
tasks  which  they  perform  in  the  home. 

3.  Perhaps  members  of  the  family  could  think  of 
ways  to  make  the  performing  of  monotonous 
tasks  more  enjoyable.  Have  you  noticed  how 
quickly  the  time  passes  when  two  people  who 
love  each  other  are  engaged  in  a  conversation 
while  washing  the  dishes  or  while  carrying  out 
similar   assignments? 

4.  Suppose  each  family  member  tried  to  imagine 
how  it  would  be  if  he  had  to  do  all  the  tasks 
associated  with  keeping  the  house  in  order;  when 
each  one  shares  these  tasks,  they  are  not  burden- 
some for  any  one  individual. 

5.  It  is  the  spirit  in  a  home  which  is  important. 
Let  family  members  agree  to  be  considerate  of 
one  another,  to  pray  for  one  another,  to  com- 
mend one  another  in  love  and  kindness  for  the 
things  they  do  well,  and  ask  their  Heavenly 
Father's  help  that  they  may  be  worthy  to  live 
in  His  home  some  day. 

Song. 

Scripture    Memorization:     Doctrine    and    Covenants 

130:20,21. 
Hymn. 
Closing  Prayer. 
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Romance  Prom  An 
Old  Account  Book 

by  Frances  Baker* 

In  many  an  attic,  basement,  or  storage  room  there 
is  deposited  material  of  intrinsic  genealogical  value. 
This  is  particularly  true  in  old  homesteads. 

I  was  born  and  lived  a  great  deal  of  my  child- 
hood in  a  home  built  by  my  grandfather,  Albert 
Mowry  Baker,  a  pioneer  of  Mendon,  Cache  County, 
Utah.  On  one  occasion  while  I  was  yet  a  child,  mem- 
bers of  the  family  gathered  to  look  over  the  "treas- 
ures" that  had  been  stored  for  many  years  in  an 
upper  room  of  our  family  home.  At  that  time  many 
discarded  items,  moth-eaten  clothing,  old  papers,  and 
books  were  carried  outside  to  be  burned.  I  was 
fascinated  by  books,  and  my  attention  was  caught 
by  an  old  account  book  which  was  being  thrown  out. 
I  picked  it  up,  glanced  through  it,  and  saw  one  page 
which  my  great-grandfather,  Abraham  Coon,  had 
written  concerning  his  progenitors.  This  I  carefully 
tore  out  of  the  account  book  and  carried  off  to  my 
room.  Little  did  I  know  at  the  time  the  value  of 
that  one  page  of  record,  nor  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  preserved. 

At  the  age  of  12  I  became  actively  interested  in 
genealogical  research  and  began  gathering  all  the  in- 
formation I  could  from  members  of  the  family  and 
through  correspondence.  Our  finances  were  extreme- 
ly limited  and  even  a  three-cent  postage  stamp 
seemed  a  large  item.  I  made  covers  from  cardboard 
boxes  for  my  records  and  tied  them  together  with 
string.  From  this  meager  beginning  has  come  great 
accomplishment.  The  words  of  Nephi  have  ever 
been  before  me,  giving  me  strength  to  overcome  what 
seemed  insurmountable  obstacles:  "...  I  will  go  and 
do  the  things  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  for 
I  know  that  the  Lord  giveth  no  commandments  unto 
the  children  of  men,  save  he  shall  prepare  a  way  for 
them  that  they  may  accomplish  the  thing  which  he 
commandeth  them."  (1  Nephi  3:7.) 

In  my  early  research  activities,  I  did  very  little 
with  the  Coon  pedigree.  There  was  a  family  organi- 
zation established,  so  I  concentrated  on  lines  where 
little  seemed  to  be  done.  After  my  return  from  a 
mission  in  the  New  England  States,  I  commenced 
working  for  the  Genealogical  Society  and  soon  be- 
came supervisor  of  the  Censor  Department  (now 
known  as  Record  Examiners). 


(For  Course  20,  lesson  of  March  1,  "Arming  with  Family  History 
and  Tradition.") 

*  Sister  Frances  Baker  is  the  great-granddaughter  of  Abraham 
Coon,  the  ancestor  discussed  in  this  article.  She  has  had  20  years 
experience  with  the  Genealogical  Society  of  Utah,  as  supervisor  of  the 
Records  Examiners  Department  and  now  the  Special  Service  De- 
partment. She  has  served  also  as  secretary  of  the  Salt  Lake  Stake 
Genealogical  Committee. 


One  set  of  records  came  in  for  processing,  tracing 
the  ancestry  of  an  Abraham  Coon  back  into  Germany 
through  a  pedigree  of  the  surname  "Kuhn."  I  had 
the  censor  challenge  this  record  and  ask  for  proof 
of  the  connection,  but  I  still  made  no  searches. 

Then  came  a  letter  from  a  Mrs.  Marjorie  Good 
of  Phillipsburg,  Kansas,  giving  her  Coon  ancestry 
and  asking  if  we  were  related.  I  replied  that  I  saw  no 
indication  of  relationship.  Because  of  my  heavy 
correspondence,  I  seldom  answer  more  than  is  neces- 
sary when  there  is  no  apparent  relationship,  but  in 
this  case  I  felt  inspired  to  send  her  a  copy  of  my 
pedigree  chart.  About  six  months  later,  I  received 
a  letter  from  a  Mrs.  McTeer  in  Detroit,  Michigan, 
to  whom  Mrs.  Good  had  sent  my  pedigree. 

This  letter  mentioned  her  immigrant  ancestor, 
John  Gohn,  who  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  1738  and 
settled  in  York  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  had  a 
wife,  Rosanna,  and  seven  sons,  and  two  daughters: 
Andrew,  John,  Adam,  Jacob,  Michael,  Christian, 
Elizabeth,  Ludwig,  and  Catherine.  Her  ancestor, 
Jacob,  and  his  brother,  Michael,  moved  shortly  after 
the  Revolutionary  War  to  Botetourt  County,  Vir- 
ginia. She  had  wondered  about  the  John  Coon  who 
had  married  a  Rachel  Smith  in  Botetourt  County, 
Virginia,  and  was  thrilled  to  find  someone  who  be- 
longed to  them. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  letter,  I  got  out  the  record 
I  had  preserved  of  my  grandfather  Coon,  sent  her  a 
copy  of  this,  and  said  that  the  ancestry  she  proposed 
was  the  most  promising  evidence  I  had  seen.  To  this 
she  replied, 

/  was  delighted  to  receive  your  letter —  and  the 
photostat.  Thanks  a  million.  You  are  certainly  to  be 
congratulated.  You  are  the  only  Coon  I  have  ever 
met  who  had  a  written  record  to  prove  anything. 
We  have  had  to  do  almost  all  our  work  on  the  basis 
of  tombstones  and  hearsay — except  what  we  have 
lately  been  able  to  dig  out  of  Court  Records.  .  .  . 

It  seems  to  me  that  your  photostat  is  proof  that 
you  are  my  fifth  cousin,  and  I  am  pleased  indeed 
to  have  it  as  evidence  of  what  happened  to  John's 
descendants,  and  what  became  of  "Great  Uncle 
Lewis."  (Note:  The  Ludwig  mentioned  as  son  of 
John  Gohn  and  Rosanna  is  the  great  uncle  Lewis 
of  Abraham  Coon's  account.  Ludwig  is  the  German 
spelling  for  Lewis.) 

As  for  the  proof  that  it  (Gohn)  is  our  ancestral 
name,  my  best  evidence  is  the  signature  on  Michael 
Coon's  will  (Botetourt  County,  Virginia,  1813)  and 
the  York  County  church  records  which  name  Jacob 
and  Eve,  and  Michael  and  Dorothy  Gohn. 

In  so  many  instances  I  have  no  one  single  fact 
to  prove  the  relationships  as  stated.  The  process  is 
more  like  working  a  jigsaw  puzzle;  when  the  data 
from  various  sources  and  different  places  is  com- 
bined, correctly,  it  fits  and  that  fit  then  is  in  itself 
the  evidence  for  the  truth  of  the  whole  structure. 
As  one  simple  instance,  before  I  saw  your  photo- 
stat I   was   convinced  in   my  own   mind   that   my 
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A  GENEALOGY  OF  ABRAHAM  COON 

His  blood  relations  on  his  father's  side.  (A  literal  trans- 
script  of  the  page  from  the  old  account  book,  opposite.) 
A  Coon  son  of  John  Coon  born  April  1808 
In  State  of  Ohio.       John  Coon  father 
of  Abram   Coon   Born   1768  or  near  that 
at    Pensylvania,   Mangomra    (Montgomery)    County 

Peter  Coon  unkle     2  wives  Named Margret  Beard 

Hetty  Smith 

Abraham   Coon   unkle Catharine   Hansil 

Jacob  Coon  unkle  Polly  Smith 

Henry  Coon   unkle  Sariah   Dickeson 

Mikel  Coon  unkle  Abigail  Saward 

Adam  Coon   unkle  Nella    Dickerson 

Louis  Coon  great  unkle 

Elizabeth  Coon  Ant  married   man   Name  Aclbrand 
Cathrine  Coon  ant  maried  man  Name  Poll  Taylor 
Polley  Coon  ant  maried  man  Name  John  Richards 
mi  father  mother  Name  was 
Catherine  Snider 

Mother's   side  Jacob  Smith    granfather 
Polley  Smith  gran   mother 
Elijah  Smith   unkel  name  Polly 

Allen  Smith   unkel  Ada 

Jacob  Smith   unkel  Polley 

Aaron  Smith  unkel 

ant  Susan   Smith   maried   Joseph   Smith 
ant  Elizabeth  Smith  married  Aleksander 
ant     Snot  gras 

ant     Polley  Smith  maried  Luke  Barrett 
Nansey  Smith    not   maried 


Abraham  Coon 


Coons  in  Botetourt  were 
the  same  Coons  who  set- 
tled in  Fayette  (then 
Ross)  County,  Ohio,  be- 
fore the  war  of  1812. 
That  fit,  but  I  had  no 
confirming  evidence,  un- 
til I  received  your  record 
of  the  three  marriages  of 
John's  sons,  John,  Peter, 
and  Henry. 

This  was  the  founda- 
tion   upon    which    the 

structure  for  years  of  profitable  research  on  the  Coon 
(Gohn)  family  was  based. 

Research  in  Botetourt  County,  Virginia,  was  con- 
ducted in  an  effort  to  learn  more  concerning  the 
Smith  family  mentioned  by  Abraham  Coon.  There 
were  several  Jacob  Smiths  mentioned,  and  were  it 
not  for  the  account  in  Abraham  Coon's  handwriting, 
it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  distinguish  the 
family  or  marriages  of  the  children  of  Jacob  Smith 
in  which  we  are  interested.  But  not  one  clue  or  evi- 
dence could  be  found  to  extend  his  ancestry  or  de- 


termine where  he  came  from  or  what  became  of  him. 

A  query  was  therefore  placed  in  The  Genealogical 
Helper,  published  by  Everton  Publishers,  Logan, 
Utah,  which  has  wide  circulation.  In  due  time  a 
letter  was  received  from  a  woman  in  Indiana  who 
was  preparing  a  paper  for  a  friend  who  wished  to 
join  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  She 
sent  details  of  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  a  Jacob 
Smith  in  Washington  County,  Indiana,  in  1835,  and 
asked  if  this  was  the  Jacob  Smith  about  whom  I 
made  inquiry.  Here,  again,  the  record  of  Abraham 
Coon  furnished  the  necessary  proof. 

Following  is  the  Court  Record  she  sent  as  copied 
from  the  Washington  County,  Indiana,  Court  Record 
of  Monday  Morning,  March  30,  1835: 

"Be  it  remembered  that  Elijah  Smith,  Jacob 
Smith,  Allen  Smith,  Elizabeth  Snodgrass,  late  Eliza- 
beth Smith  widow  of  Alexander  Snodgrass,  Mary 
Barrett,  wife  of  Luke  Barrett,  late  Mary  Smith,  and 
Susannah  Smith  wife  of  Joseph  Smith  prove  in  open 
Court  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  by  the  testi- 
(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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ROMANCE   FROM  AN   OLD  ACCOUNT   BOOK  (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


mony  adduced  that  they  are  the  only  children  and 
heirs  at  law  of  Jacob  Smith  late  of  said  county  de- 
ceased a  Revolutionary  pensioner  of  the  United 
States — that  the  said  Jacob  Smith  departed  this 
life  on  the  third  day  of  February  1835,  leaving  no 
widow." 

By  this  time  a  number  of  the  children  of  Jacob 
Smith  were  dead,  including  my  own  second  great- 
grandmother,  Rachel  Smith,  wife  of  John  Coon. 

A  copy  of  the  war  records  of  Jacob  Smith  was 
obtained  from  Washington,  D.C.,  which  showed  that 
he  was  born  1749  or  1750  in  Bucks  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, that  he  enlisted  in  1777  from  Berkeley 
County,  Virginia,  where  my  second  great-grand- 
mother Rachel  Smith  is  said  to  have  been  born. 
After  the  Revolutionary  War,  he  lived  until  about 
1819  in  Botetourt  County,  Virginia,  when  he  moved 


to  the  State  of  Illinois;  there  he  resided  about  three 
years,  and  then  he  moved  to  Washington  County, 
Indiana. 

The  1820  census  of  St.  Clair  County,  Illinois, 
showed  the  following  as  heads  of  families:  Allen 
Smith,  Elijah  Smith,  Luke  Barrett,  Jacob  Smith, 
John  Coone,  and  Joseph  Smith. 

We  now  have  the  necessary  clue  to  pursue  re- 
search on  this  lineage  in  the  states  of  Illinois,  In- 
diana, and  Pennsylvania.  I  shall  always  be  grateful  to 
my  great-grandfather,  Abraham  Coon,  for  writing 
down  the  brief  outline  of  his  ancestry,  and  for  the 
inspiration  which  prompted  me  while  yet  a  child  to 
preserve  this  record  from  destruction.  It  has  been 
the  means  of  establishing  this  ancestry. 
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HOW  DO  I  TEACH  MY  CHILD  TO  ACCEPT  RESPONSIBILITY?   (Concluded  from  page  19.) 


4.  Show  Appreciation  for  a  Job  Well  Done 

There  are  some  necessary,  but  sometimes  mon- 
otonous, activities  that  have  to  be  carried  out  in  a 
home.  Beds  must  be  made,  floors  must  be  swept, 
and  the  house  must  be  dusted.  If  family  members 
sit  down  together  and  discuss  these  situations,  they 
can  often  reach  an  understanding  that  each  person 
must  assume  some  responsibility  for  completing  these 
tasks.  Two  suggestions  might  be  helpful  in  making 
such  tasks  easier  to  perform.  Sometimes  it  is  pos- 
sible for  members  of  the  family  to  engage  in  pleasant 
conversation  with  each  other  while  working  together. 
If  one  is  alone,  he  can  form  the  habit  of  thinking  of 
gratifying  things  or  of  preparing  for  a  coming  exam- 
ination. It  is  also  helpful  if  parents  commend  their 
children  when  one  of  these  jobs  has  been  completed 
satisfactorily.  Such  commendation  can  be  a  very 
powerful  motivating  factor. 

5.  Outline  Specific  Duties. 

Parents  must  remember  that  with  small  children 
it  is  necessary  each  day  to  outline  specific  tasks 
which  each  child  is  expected  to  perform.  Normal 
children  are  curious  about  everything,  and  it  is 
easy  for  them  to  forget  their  daily  assignments  when 
something  more  interesting  comes  up.     Frequently 


reminding  them  of  their  assignments  can  be  a  great 
help  in  conditioning  them  to  accept  responsibilities. 

6.  Be  Consistent  in  Discipline. 

The  manner  in  which  responsibility  is  given  to 
children  is  as  significant  as  assigning  the  responsi- 
bilities.  No  one  likes  to  have  someone  constantly 
nagging  him  or  reminding  him  of  his  deficiencies.  On 
the  other  hand,  children  should  not  be  peimitted  to 
get  away  with  shirking  their  duties.  If  an  assign- 
ment is  given  in  a  kind  way,  and  children  then  shirk 
their  tasks,  they  should  be  made  to  realize  that  they 
will  not  be  permitted  to  get  away  with  it.  Generally 
speaking,  positive  motivation  is  better  than  negative. 
That  is,  making  children  feel  good  when  they  have 
carried  out  an  assignment  well  is  better  than  con- 
stantly making  them  aware  of  their  deficiencies.  But 
on  occasions  it  might  be  necessary  to  deprive  chil- 
dren of  certain  privileges  until  they  do  meet  their 
obligations. 

Once  children  have  become  conditioned  to  carry- 
ing out  their  justified  chores,  they  have  learned  a 
tremendous  lesson.  When  they  marry  and  have 
families  of  their  own,  they  will  find  that  the  ability 
to  work  hard,  to  make  sound  judgments,  and  to  ful- 
fill responsibilities  will  prove  of  inestimable  value. 
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THE  MAP:  "  Abraham  --Friend  of  God 


99 


The  title  was  selected  because  Abraham  alone, 
of  all  the  great  patriarchs,  deserves  this  special 
honor.  Note  these  quotations: 

1.  "But  thou,  Israel,  art  my  servant,  Jacob 
whom  I  have  chosen,  the  seed  of  Abraham  my 
friend."  (Isaiah  41:8.) 

2.  "Art  not  thou  our  God,  who  didst  drive 
out  the  inhabitants  of  this  land  before  thy  people 
Israel,  and  gavest  it  to  the  seed  of  Abraham  thy 
friend  for  ever?"  (II  Chronicles  20:7.) 

3.  ".  .  .  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was 
imputed  unto  him  for  righteousness:  and  he  was 
called  the  Friend  of  God."  (James  2:23.) 


(See,  also,  "Pearl  of  Great  Price,"  Abraham 
1:15-19.) 

The  original  painting  measures  35  inches  by 
60  inches.  On  that  map  the  full  text  is  part  of  the 
painting.  On  this  small  size,  however,  the  reduc- 
tion prohibits  all  but  identifying  captions.  There- 
for, excerpts  of  the  text  are  printed  below. 

A  larger  reproduction,  measuring  25  by  41 
inches,  is  also  available  for  $1.95  at  Deseret  Book 
Company.  It  carries  the  complete  text  of  the  orig- 
inal. This  map  is  intended  for  use  in  seminary, 
Sunday  School,  and  other  classroom  teaching. 


EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  SCRIPT  FOR  THE  ABRAHAM  STORY 


Top  Border: 

In  the  beginning,  the  things  of  God  were  known 
to  Adam;  and  he  taught  them  to  his  children. 
"And  Satan  came  among  them  saying:  .  . .  Believe 
it  not;  and  they  believed  it  not.  .  .  .  And  men  be- 
gan from  that  time  forth  to  be  carnal,  .  .  ."  (Moses 
5:13.)  And  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled 
against  this  wickedness;  and  he  opened  the  foun- 
tains of  the  deep  and  the  windows  of  heaven  and 
all  flesh  died  that  moved  upon  the  earth  save 
Noah  and  those  within  the  ark,  which  God  pre- 
served upon  the  flood.  .  .  .  And  the  generations 
from  Noah  to  Abraham  were  eleven.  (See  Gen.' 
esis  6-8,  11.) 

"...  Abraham  believed  God  and  it  was  im- 
puted unto  him  for  righteousness:  and  he  was 
called  the  Friend  of  God."  (James  2:23.) 

Right  Border: 

".  .  .  As  they  journeyed  from  the  east  .  .  .  they 
found  a  plain  in  the  land  of  Shinar;  and  they 
dwelt  there."  (Genesis  11:2.) 

When  the  traditional  blessings  were  lost  to 
the  sons  of  Ham,  his  descendants,  notably  Nim- 
rod  in  Shinar,  and  the  Pharoahs  and  priests  in 
Egypt,  led  the  people  away  from  the  God  of  their 
fathers,  teaching  instead  idolatry  and  a  false  priest- 
hood. This  heathen  culture  became  widespread, 
so  that  Ur  of  Chaldea  became  the  city  of  5,000 
Sumerian  gods.  Its  temple  rituals  included  immor- 
ality and  human  sacrifice.  Such  was  the  city  of 
Abraham's  birth. 

Ur  was  among  those  Sumerian  cities  which 
preceded  by  centuries  other  centers  of  civilization 
on  the  Tigris,  Euphrates,  and  the  Nile;  it  was  one 
of  the  great  cities  of  Mesopotamia,  where  fero- 
cious invasions  and  conquests  brought  famed  Su- 
mer,  Babylonia,  and  Assyria  to  successive  triumph 
and  decline.  This  civilization,  largely  known  to 
Abraham,  was  distinguished  by  development  of  a 


(For  Course  8,  lesson  of  February  2,  "Abraham,  the  Faithful";  and 
of   general   interest.) 


great  legal  system,  extensive  commerce,  tremen- 
dous advances  in  mathematics  and  astronomy, 
use  of  metals,  standard  weights  and  measures, 
cuneiform  writing,  literature,  art,  and  a  culture 
transmitted  to  future  civilizations. 

The  power  and  splendor  of  Ur,  island  city 
on  the  Tigris-Euphrates  delta,  was  felt  from  the 
Mediterranean  to  the  Far  East,  where  its  trade 
extended.  This  templed  city  rose  from  an  artifi- 
cial landscape  of  gardens,  fields,  and  dyked  ca- 
nals. Its  fruits  and  vegetables  sustained  a  busy 
populace.  Imports  necessary  to  the  life  of  the  al- 
luvial plain  came  by  caravan,  by  river  and  canal, 
and  by  sea  across  the  Persian  Gulf.  Stone,  timber, 
metals,  precious  stones,  and  manufactures  from 
India  were  exchanged  for  products  of  Ur's  skilled 
craftsmen,  among  whom  its  goldsmiths  have  never 
been  surpassed. 

Ur  was  laid  waste  and  burned  by  Babylonia  in 
1885  B.  C.,  never  to  rise  again.  Even  the  Euphra- 
tes changed  its  course  and  left  her  to  become  a 
place  of  shapeless  mounds,  "a  desolation,  a  dry 
land,  and  a  wilderness,  a  land  where  no  man 
dwelleth,  neither  doth  any  son  of  man  pass  there- 
by." (Jeremiah  51:43.) 

Left  Border: 

"Thy  servant  has  sought  thee  diligently;  now  I 
have  found  thee."  (Abraham  2:12.) 

"Eternity  was  our  covering  and  our  rock  and 
our  salvation,  as  we  journeyed  from  Haran  .  .  . 
to  come  to  the  land  of  Canaan  .  .  .  and  I  offered 
sacrifice  .  .  .  and  called  on  the  Lord  devoutly, 
because  we  had  already  come  into  the  land  of 
this  idolatrous  nation."  (Abraham  2:16,  18.) 

Among  the  descendants  of  Shem  in  early  Pale- 
stine, dwelt  Melchizedek  in  Salem  (later  called 
Jerusalem),  who  held  belief  in  the  true  and  living 
God  and  ruled  in  righteousness  as  king,  priest, 
and  prince  of  peace.  To  him  Abraham  paid  tithes. 

At  Abraham's  coming,  Canaan,  tiny  strip  of 
fertile   grassland   bordering   the   Arabian   desert, 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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"In  the  beginning  the  things  of  God  were  known  to  Adam  and  he  taught  them  to  his  childi 
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^Continued  from  preceding  page.) 

was  prosperous  and  densely  peopled,  with  culti' 
vated  valleys  and  with  fortified  cities  crowning  its 
hills.  To  those  ancient  empires  in  Egypt  and  Meso- 
potamia, it  was  a  coveted  land  of  strategic  im- 
portance,  a  highway  for  caravans  of  trade  and 
armies  of  conquest.  No  land  of  peace  —  it  was  a 
battleground  for  nomad  tribes  warring  for  advan- 
tage of  wells  and  pasture.  Here  Abraham  secured 
by  settlement  his  God-given  heritage. 

When  Abraham  entered  Egypt,  the  serene 
Egyptians,  united  by  their  dependence  on  the 
Nile,  had  long  been  a  nation.  Majestic  pyramids, 
temples,  and  colossal  statues  dominated  plain  and 
valley,  proclaiming  Egyptian  belief  in  the  divinity 
of  kings  and  of  life  after  death.  These  concepts  in- 
spired a  mastery  of  stone,  feats  of  engineering,  and 
an  art  and  architecture  whose  grandeur  and  im- 
pressive beauty  are  unsurpassed. 

Based  on  an  abundant  agriculture,  Egypt's  ex- 
panding economy  soon  extended  abroad  where 
strong  garrisons  were  established  to  protect  desert 
trade  routes.  Here  was  developed  a  written  lang- 
uage, the  first  paper,  the  first  ink,  the  first  book  on 
medicine. 

Lower  Border: 

Though  the  Egyptian  held  belief  in  eternity, 
his  deities  were  ever  changing  and  merging;  the 
tenets  of  his  religion  inconsistent  and  subject  to 
circumstance  and  the  whims  of  kings  and  crafty 
priests.  To  confront  these  corrupt  and  incoherent 
concepts  came  Abraham,  secure  in  God's  promise 
of  protection  and  bounteous  blessings,  with  firm 
faith  in  the  reality  of  a  supreme,  unchanging  God. 
His  dealings  in  Egypt  were  not  with  the  lowly  but 
with  Pharoah,  his  court,  and  men  of  learning.  Eu- 
polemus,  Alexandrian  historian,  wrote  that  Abra- 
ham "surpassed  all  in  birth  and  wisdom."  Mel- 
chizedek  said,  ".  .  .  Blessed  be  Abraham  of  the 
most  high  God  .  .  .  which  hath  delivered  thine 
enemies  into  thy  hand.  .  .  ."  (Genesis  14:19,  20.) 
The  children  of  Heth,  in  the  presence  of  their 
people,  spoke,  ".  .  .  Thou  art  a  mighty  prince 
among  us:  in  the  choice  of  our  sepulchres  bury  thy- 
dead;  none  of  us  shall  withhold  from  thee  his 
sepulchre. . . ."  (Genesis  23:6.) 

Not  until  the  shapeless  mounds  where  Ur  had 
once  proudly  stood  were  excavated  and  its  ancient 
cuneiform  deciphered,  was  the  identity  of  Ur  es- 
tablished. 

Small  Scroll  (above  picture  of  ark): 

"To  the  descendants  of  Ham  and  Japheth  were 
given  cities,  political  power,  and  material  civili- 
zation, but  in  the  tents  of  Shem,  religion  was  to 
dwell."1 

Small  Scrolls  (below  center): 

".  .  .  Fear  not,  Abram:  I  am  thy  shield  and  thy 
exceeding  great  reward.  ...  I  will  bless  thee  and 
.  .  .  multiply  thy  seed  as  the  stars  of  the  heaven, 
and  as  the  sand  which  is  upon  the  seashore;  .  .  . 
and  in  thy  seed  shall  all  nations  of  the  earth  be 


blessed;  because  thou  hast  obeyed  my  voice  .  .  . 
and  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation  .  .  .  and 
make  thy  name  great;  .  .  .  And  I  will  bless  them 
that  bless  thee,  and  curse  him  that  curseth  thee. . . . 
And  I  will  establish  my  covenant  between  me  and 
thee  and  thy  seed  after  thee  .  .  .  for  an  everlasting 
covenant. . . .  Lift  up  now  thine  eyes,  and  look  from 
the  place  where  thou  art  northward,  and  south- 
ward, and  eastward,  and  westward:  For  all  the 
land  which  thou  seest,  to  thee  will  I  give  it .  .  .  for 
ever."  (Excerpts  taken  from  Genesis:  15:1,  22:17- 
18,  12:2-3,  17:7,  13:14-15.) 

Small  Scrolls  (continued): 

".  .  .  Thy  seed  shall  be  a  stranger  in  a  land 
that  is  not  theirs,  and  shall  serve  them;  and  they 
shall  afflict  them  four  hundred  years;  .  .  .  and 
afterward  shall  they  come  out  with  great  sub- 
stance." (Genesis  15:13,  14.) 

"And  he  shall  set  up  an  ensign  for  the  nations, 
and  shall  assemble  the  outcasts  of  Israel,  and  gather 
together  the  dispersed  of  Judah  from  the  four 
corners  of  the  earth."  (Isaiah  11:12.) 

Large  Scroll: 

Born  among  a  sinful,  idolatrous  people,  Abra- 
ham yet  maintained  faith  in  the  living  God  to 
become  His  chosen  instrument,  through  whose 
ministry  God's  name  should  be  known  in  the 
earth  forever.  He  was  priest,  patriarch,  prince  of 
peace,  exalted  father  of  many  nations;  faithful, 
just,  steadfast  in  righteousness,  possessor  of  great 
knowledge. 

Lower  right  area  (above  rudders): 

The  Egyptians  used  four  rudders,  symbolic  of 
the  four  points  of  the  compass,  to  direct  travelers 
on  their  way.  But  the  solemn  words  of  an  ancient 
prophet  give  spiritual  guidance:  "The  grass  with- 
ereth,  the  flower  fadeth:  but  the  word  of  our  God 
shall  stand  for  ever."  (Isaiah  40:8.) 

The  Artist 

Lucile  Cannon  Bennion  knows  from  experi- 
ence the  rigors  of  pioneering.  Perhaps  that  is  why 
she  made  a  study  of  Abraham,  one  of  the  greatest 
pioneers  of  all  time.  She  has  painted  decorative 
historical  maps  for  many  years,  finding  them  es- 
pecially helpful  in  the  teaching  of  history.  Among 
her  maps  are  "History  of  Medicine,"  "Conquerors 
of  the  Sea,"  and  "Viking  Sea  Roads  and  Sea 
Rovers,"  the  latter  having  been  exhibited  in  1938 
at  the  American-Swedish  Museum  in  Philadel- 
phia. She  has  also  painted  maps  on  early  Ameri- 
can history  and  panels  of  Pueblo  Indian  cere- 
monial dances. 

For  many  years,  Sister  Bennion  taught  in 
auxiliaries  of  the  Church  and  in  public  schools 
in  Utah.  In  the  latter,  her  favorite  subjects  are 
art,  English,  and  history.  Throughout  a  busy  life, 
she  has  found  time  and  inspiration  to  put  down 
on  paper  significant  things  that  many  of  us  pass  by. 


1  Lord,  John,  Beacon  Lights  of  History,  Volume  1,  Part  II;  page  38. 
LIBRARY  FILE  REFERENCE:   Abraham. 
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Isaac,  a  Man  of  Peace 


A  Flannelboard  Story  by  Marie  F.  Felt 


« 


In  the  beautiful  land  of  Canaan,  a  land  chosen 
by  God  for  Abraham  and  his  family,  lived  Isaac  and 
his  lovely  wife,  Rebekah.  Isaac  was  the  only  son 
of  Abraham  and  Sarah  and  a  son  of  whom  they  were 
very  proud.  He  was  born  when  his  parents  were 
very  old.  Apparently  Isaac  listened  well  to  his  par- 
ents' teachings  about  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  and 
tried  hard  to  do  those  things  that  God  had  said 
were  right  to  do. 

When  Isaac  married,  he  did  not  marry  any  of  the 
Canaanite  girls  living  near  to  him.  They  were  idol 
worshippers,  and  he  wanted  a  companion  who  also 
believed  in  God  as  he  did.  Such  a  marriage  brings 
greater  peace  and  happiness,  our  prophets  have  said, 
and  they  are  right.  Thus,  Isaac  married  Rebekah, 
who  had  lived  in  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans,  Abra- 
ham's home  country. 

When  Abraham,  Isaac's  father,  died,  great  wealth 
came  to  Isaac.  Large  herds  of  cattle,  camels,  don- 
keys, sheep,  and  goats  became  his.  Those  folks  who 
had  served  his  father  now  served  him.  And  by  his 
side  to  share  all  these  wonderful  things  was  his  faith- 
ful wife,  Rebekah.  They  knew  that  everything  they 
had  was  a  blessing  from  God,  our  Heavenly  Father; 
and  we  feel  that  together  they  must  often  have  knelt 
in  prayer  to  thank  Him  for  it. 
[End  of  Scene  I.] 

With  all  this  wealth,  however,  the  one  thing  that 
Isaac  and  Rebekah  wanted  most  but  did  not  have 
was  the  blessing  of  children.  After  much  faith  and 
prayer  they  were  blessed,  not  with  one  baby,  but 
two.  These  twin  boys  they  named  Esau  and  Jacob, 
Although  they  were  twins,  they  did  not  look  alike, 
nor  did  they  act  alike.  Both,  however,  were  taught 
the  commandments  of  God  and  were  trained  by  their 
loving  parents.  (Genesis  25:20-28.)  As  the  years 
went  by,  Jacob  remembered,  but  Esau  did  not,  for 
Esau  married  Judith,  a  Hitite  girl  who  worshipped 
idols,  "Which  were  a  grief  of  mind  unto  Isaac  and 
to  Rebekah."  (Genesis  26:34,  35.)  Jacob,  on  the 
other  hand,  went  back  to  the  land  where  his  mother's 
brother,  Laban,  had  lived.  There  he  met  Rachel, 
his  uncle's  daughter,  and  loved  her.  Later  he  mar- 
ried her,  for  she  loved  and  worshipped  God  as  he 
had  been  taught  was  right  to  do.  For  this  and  other 
things,  God  loved  and  blessed  him.  (Genesis  29.) 
[End  of  Scene  II.] 


(For  Course   4,   lesson   of  March   22,    "Love  One  Another";    for 
Course  8,  lesson  of  March  1,  "A  Man  of  Peace";  and  for  general  use.) 


As  years  passed  by,  there  came  a  great  famine 
in  the  land  where  Isaac  lived.  Food  was  scarce,  and 
both  the  people  and  animals  became  very  hungry. 
Isaac,  as  the  great  leader  and  patriarch  of  his  people, 
thought  of  what  would  be  best  to  do.  He  wondered 
if  it  might  be  well  to  move  to  Egypt  where  food  was 
more  plentiful.  But  one  day  an  angel  of  the  Lord 
came  to  him  and  said,  "Go  not  down  into  Egypt; 
dwell  in  the  land  which  I  shall  tell  thee  of."  (Genesis 
26:2.)  He  told  Isaac  to  go  to  the  land  of  the  Philis- 
tines. There  God  would  bless  him,  and  he  would 
find  food  more  plentiful.  In  obedience  to  this,  Isaac, 
his  family,  his  servants,  his  flocks  and  herds  moved 
to  the  land  of  the  Philistines,  There  Isaac  and  his 
servants  planted  grain.  They  found  that  it  yielded 
a  hundred  times  as  much  as  they  planted.  His  calves, 
lambs,  and  other  animals  increased  much  faster  than 
did  those  of  his  neighbors.  (See  Genesis  26:12,  14.) 
[End  of  Scene  III.] 

When  the  Philistines  saw  Isaac's  success,  they 
wondered  how  this  could  be.  They  did  not  know 
about  the  God  that  Isaac  worshipped.  They  did  not 
know  of  the  ways  in  which  God  can  bless  people  who 
love  and  obey  him. 

Because  of  Isaac's  prosperity,  the  Philistines 
were  afraid  of  him.  They  felt  that  he  was  very  power- 
ful and  that  he  might  make  war  upon  them;  that 
he  and  his  servants  might  conquer  them  and  make 
all  the  Philistines  his  servants.  But  Isaac  had  no 
thought  of  this.  He  wanted  only  to  live  in  peace 
with  his  neighbors  and  to  have  peace  and  good  feel- 
ing among  those  who  were  in  his  own  household. 
[End  of  Scene  IV.] 

So  that  his  people  and  his  animals  would  have 
plenty  of  water,  Isaac  and  his  servants  dug  wells, 
the  same  wells  which  Abraham's  father's  servants 
had  dug  years  before.  In  the  night,  however,  Isaac's 
Philistine  neighbors  came  and  filled  them  up  so  that 
no  water  could  be  had.  Then  they  drove  Isaac's 
animals  away.  Since  Isaac  wanted  no  trouble  with 
his  neighbors,  he  moved  to  a  new  place,  even  though 
that  meant  digging  new  wells  and  moving  all  his 
tents  and  belongings.  Isaac  would  rather  do  this 
than  have  trouble  with  his  neighbors. 

After  a  while,  they  camped  at  a  place  in  the  ex- 
treme southern  part  of  the  promised  land  of  Canaan. 
Even  though  the  Philistines  had  been  unpleasant, 
and  Isaac  had  moved,  he  was  still  thankful  for  his 
blessings.    To  show  God  this,  he  built  an  altar  and 
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prayed  to  God  to  thank  Him  and  tell  Him  how  grate- 
ful he  was  for  all  his  blessings.  (See  Genesis  26:15- 
25.)     [End  of  Scene  V.j 

One  day  Isaac  received  a  very  unexpected  visit. 
It  was  from  the  king  of  the  Philistines.  He  brought 
with  him  one  of  his  friends  and  one  of  his  chief  cap- 
tains. As  he  greeted  them,  Isaac  asked,  "Wherefore 
come  ye  to  me,  seeing  ye  hate  me,  and  have  sent 
me  away  from  you?"  (Genesis  26:26,  27.) 

But  the  king  did  not  hate  Isaac  and  his  people 
now.  He  had  learned  of  the  God  that  Isaac  wor- 
shipped and  had  seen  how  the  Lord  had  blessed  and 
prospered  him.  He  had  been  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  Isaac  was  a  man  of  peace,  and  that  at  all  times 
he  had  avoided  trouble  with  his  neighbors  even  when 
it  meant  that  he  had  to  move.  The  king,  therefore, 
had  come  to  tell  Isaac  that  the  Philistines  would  not 
do  unkind  and  mean  things  to  him  or  his  people 
any  more,  nor  would  they  harm  his  flocks  and  herds, 
nor  fill  the  wells  he  had  dug. 

Isaac  was  well  pleased.  He  told  the  king  that 
he,  too,  wanted  to  live  in  peace  with  his  neighbors, 
and  that  at  no  time  would  he  bother  nor  harm  them. 
To  show  his  appreciation  for  the  king  and  his  mes- 
sage of  peace,  Isaac  had  his  servants  prepare  a  great 
feast  to  seal  the  bargain. 

At  the  end  of  the  feast,  the  king  left  Isaac's  tent 
and  returned  to  his  own  people.  They,  too,  would 
be  glad  to  learn  that  Isaac  wanted  peace,  and  that 
from  him  and  his  people  no  harm  would  ever  come 
to  them.  (See  Genesis  26:28-33.)  [End  of  Scene  VI] 

How  To  Present  the  Flcmnelboard  Story 

Characters  and   Props  Needed    For  This  Presentation   Are: 

Isaac  standing.  (OT90.) 
Rebekah  standing.  (OT91.) 


Menservants  and  herd  of  animals.   (OT92.) 

Esau  and  Jacob  as  small  children.  (OT93.) 

An  angel  in  standing  position.  (OT94.) 

The  King  of  the  Philistines.  (OT95.) 

The  Chief  Captain  of  the  Philistines.  (OT96.) 

A  group   of   Philistine  men   looking  at   Isaac's   flocks. 

(OT97.) 
Isaac  kneeling  in  prayer.  (OT98.) 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Scene  I 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene,  showing  a  tent  in  the  back- 
ground. 

Action:  Isaac  and  Rebekah  (OT90  and  OT91)   are  seen 
in  front  of  the  tent,  looking  at  the  flocks  and  herds 
(OT92)   with  which  the  Lord  has  blessed  them. 
Scene  II 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  I. 

Action:  Esau  and  Jacob  (OT93)   as  small  children  are 
seen  standing  in  front  of  their  parents  (OT90  and 
OT91). 
Scene  III 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  I,  but  without  the  animals. 

Action:  Isaac  (OT98)  is  seen  kneeling  outside  his  tent. 
An  angel  (OT94)  of  the  Lord  is  talking  with  him. 
Scene  IV 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene. 

Action:  Isaac's  flocks  and  herds  (OT92)  are  in  the  back- 
ground. His  servants  (OT92)  are  caring  for  them. 
In  the  foreground  are  Philistine  men  (OT97) .  They 
are  looking  at  Isaac's  wealth  and  are  jealous  and 
afraid.  They  fear  that  he  is  so  powerful  that  he 
will  make  war  on  the  Philistines  and  make  them 
his  servants. 
Scene  V 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene  with  an  altar  which  Isaac 
has  built. 

Action:  Isaac  kneeling  (OT98)    at  the  altar,  thanking 
God  for  his  blessings. 
Scene  VI 

Scenery:  An  outdoor  scene,  with  Isaac's  tent  in  the 
background. 

Action:  Isaac  (OT90)  is  standing  in  front  of  his  tent. 
His  men  (OT92)  are  in  the  background.  He  is 
greeting  the  king  of  the  Philistines  (OT95)  and  his 
Chief  Captain  (OT96).  The  king  has  come  to  tell 
Isaac  that  the  Philistines  desire  peace.  They  prom- 
ise not  to  harm  Isaac  and  his  people.  Isaac  prom- 
ises the  same  thing  in  return.  Fruits  and  other 
foods  are  brought  in  as  they  have  a  feast  in  honor 
of  the  king  and  his  visit. 

Library  File  Reference :  Isaac. 


Scene  1 


Scene  2 


Scene  3 


i ifcl^ 

JSS  fitT 

IF 

ILL 


Scene  4 


Scene  5 


Scene  6 


24 


THE    INSTRUCTOR 


HOW    'THE    INSTRUCTOR" 

HELPS   ME   PREPARE   MY 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSONS 

by  Mark  W.  Cannon* 

Pressured  and  busy  as  we  all  are,  most  of  us 
cannot  spend  several  days  each  week  searching 
through  scriptures  and  Church  books  for  key  supple- 
mentary information  to  enrich  our  lessons.  For- 
tunately, however,  our  Sunday  School  General  Board 
has  organized  procedures  to  save  us  countless  hours 
of  searching.  Systematic  use  of  The  Instructor 
magazine  is  generally  the  most  efficient,  single  way 
of  identifying  and  using  valuable  supplementary  ma- 
terial, because  most  of  the  articles  have  been  care- 
fully pre-selected  to  support  specific  lessons. 

This  conclusion  came  to  me  forcefully  while  I  was 
preparing  the  lesson,  "Improved  Living  and  Repent- 
ance," for  the  Gospel  Doctrine  class.  I  was  amazed 
to  realize  how  much  help  was  coming  from  The  In- 
structor. Our  duplicated  "Teacher's  Supplement" 
prepared  by  Raymond  B.  Holbrook  identified  no  less 
than  seven  Instructor  articles  which  could  help  in 
preparing  the  lesson.  These  articles  were  in  various 
issues  dating  as  far  back  as  March,  1960.    I  quickly 


*Dr.  Mark  W.  Cannon  is  chairman  of  the  Department  of  Political 
Science  at  Brigham  Young  University.  His  Ph.D.  is  from  Harvard 
University  where  he  wrote  as  his  dissertation,  "The  Mormon  Issue  in 
Congress  1872-1882:  Drawing  on  the  Experience  of  Territorial  Dele- 
gate George  Q.  Cannon."  Dr.  Cannon  has  taught  the  Gospel  Doctrine 
class  in  Washington  Ward,  Washington,  D.C.,  as  well  as  in  Edgemont 
Fourth  Ward,  north  of  Provo.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Ruth 
Dixon.    They  have  three  children. 


Teacher   Improvement   Lesson   for   March 

found  most  of  the  designated  issues,  but  I  noted  with 
regret  that  two  issues  had  not  been  placed  on  The 
Instructor  shelf  of  my  library.  I  resolved  to  be  more 
careful  in  the  future  about  keeping  each  issue  of 
these  treasuries  of  reference  material. 

These  articles  included  writings  of  General 
Authorities,  such  as  President  George  Albert  Smith, 
Stephen  L  Richards,  and  S.  Dilworth  Young.  Several 
excellent  ideas  came  out  of  these  articles.  Elder 
Young's  article  was  of  particular,  help  because  of  his 
clear  use  of  several  scriptures  which  fitted  into  the 
lesson. 

Another  Instructor  article  supplied  a  striking 
visual  aid  which  was  set  up  in  front  of  the  class.  This 
diagram  depicted  eight  steps  in  repentance,  elaborat- 
ing the  typical  four  "R's"  into  eight:  Realize,  Re- 
gret, Resolve,  Recite,  Reform,  Repay,  Release,  Re- 
ceive. The  chart  was  accompanied  by  a  helpful 
statement  by  Virgil  B.  Smith,  a  former  Instructor 
staff  member. 

There  were  also  rewarding  ideas  in  an  article  by 
Samuel  Carpenter,  a  man  of  great  wisdom  who  had 
not  only  served  as  a  mission  president  and  in  the 
Washington  Stake  Presidency,  but  who  also  had  ful- 
filled high  responsibilities  outside  the  Church,  such 
as  Secretary  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board. 

Finally,  the  lesson  preparation  was  aided  by  a 
provocative  article  by  Clyde  A.  Parker,  "Can  a  Per- 
son Really  Change?"  Dr.  Parker  is  chairman  of  the 
Counseling  Service  at  Brigham  Young  University. 
His  article  combined  the  inspiration  and  knowledge 
of  an  active  Latter-day  Saint  with  a  psychologist's 
insight  into  the  human  mind  and  its  effect  on  be- 
havior. 

This  example,  pertaining  to  just  one  lesson,  illus- 
trates what  can  be  done  each  week.  It  is  important 
that  we  read  each  lesson  at  least  a  week  in  advance 
to  let  our  minds  wrestle  for  a  few  days  with  the  ideas 
presented.  This  enables  us  to  be  much  more  fruitful 
and  creative.  If  we  wait  until  the  last  minute  to 
read  the  lesson,  our  minds  may  be  blank.  When  we 
do  sit  down  to  prepare  the  lesson,  we  can  start  at 
the  top  of  the  research  pyramid  by  using  all  the 
Instructor  articles  designated  in  the  teacher's  sup- 
plements. Without  this  ready  guide  to  meaningful 
articles  we  would  have  to  be  doing  more  research  at 
the  bottom  of  the  research  pyramid  simply  to  locate 
pertinent  materials. 

An  additional  means  of  identifying  valuable 
Instructor  articles  is  to  spend  a  few  minutes  studying 
the  table  of  contents  and  use-chart  on  the  inside 
front  cover  of  each  issue.  If  I  were  teaching  Course 
10,  I  would  simply  look  down  the  column  below 
(Concluded  on  page  27.) 
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BECAUSE  OF  MODERN  COMMUNICATIONS  ...| 

The  World  Is  One 
Neighborhood 

BY   ARCH   L.    MADSEN* 


Perfection  of  means  and  confusion  of  goals  seem 
— in  my  opinion — to  characterize  our  age. 

— Albert  Einstein. 

In  a  few  short  years  perfection  of  the  means  of 
communication  has  affected  the  peoples  of  every  na- 
tion on  this  planet.  The  technology  of  communica- 
tions has  shrunk  the  world  into  one  great  neighbor- 
hood. 

Jet  planes  bring  almost  any  spot  on  earth  within 
a  day's  flight. 

Thousands  of  radio  stations,  both  long  and  short- 
wave, broadcasting  in  scores  of  languages,  blanket 
nearly  every  square  mile  of  the  earth,  making  it  pos- 
sible to  influence  men  who  were  isolated  but  a  brief 
time  ago.  Country  boundaries,  geographical  block- 
ades such  as  mountains,  deserts,  and  seas  are  no 
longer  barriers. 

Crumbling,  too,  is  the  wall  of  illiteracy;  for  while 
only  half  of  the  world's  population  is  literate,  all 
can  understand  a  verbal  language. 

Even  the  economic  barriers  are  collapsing.  Simple 
transistor  radios  costing  less  than  $5.00  make  it  pos- 
sible for  almost  every  family — and  in  some  countries, 
for  every  individual — to  own  a  radio  receiver. 
One  official  of  the  U.  S.  Information  Agency  has 
stated  that  future  historians  may  record  the  inven- 
tion of  the  transistor  as  equal  to  or  more  important 
in  our  world's  enlightenment  than  the  development 
of  the  printing  press. 

For  the  literate  half  of  the  world,  the  greatly 
improved  technology  of  printing  makes  books,  news- 
papers, and  magazines  available  by  the  hundreds  of 
millions  daily  at  low  cost — a  feat  little  dreamed  of 
a  few  years  ago. 

Television,  the  latest  miracle  in  our  toolbox  of 
communications,  provides  us  the  ultimate  power  of 
sight,  sound,  and  motion.  Still  a  very  new  instru- 
ment, television  is  rapidly  growing  in  influence 
throughout  the  world,  broadcasting  from  2,520  sta- 
tions in  78  countries  daily  to  potential  audiences  of 
nearly  a  quarter  of  the  earth's  population. 

And  now,  satellites  enable  us  to  interconnect  four 


(For  Course  14,  lesson  of  March  22,  "The  Sermon  on  the  Mount"; 
and  for  general  interest.) 
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education  at  Brigham  Young  University,  University  of  Utah,  and 
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high  councilman,  and  in  a  stake  Sunday  School  superintendency.  He 
and  his  wife,  the  former  Margaret  D.  Higginbotham,  have  five  children. 


continents  into  one  big  network  for  instant  commu- 
nications to  over  half  a  billion  people.  In  the  great 
tomorrows,  Telstars  will  soon  enable  us  to  reach 
nearly  every  spot  on  earth  by  television. 

From  the  standpoint  of  scientific  achievement,  we 
have  mastered  the  power  of  bringing  the  human 
family  into  one  great  neighborhood.  However,  the 
significant  use  of  these  marvelous  means  of  com- 
munication lags  far  behind  and  is  a  different  story; 
for  we  are  caught  in  a  tangled  "confusion  of  goals." 
The  crucial  question  in  the  world  of  communica- 
tions in  this  year  of  1964  is  not,  how  are  we  going 
to  create  more  instruments  and  systems,  but  rather, 
how  are  we  going  to  make  more  effective  use  of  the 
existing  tools? 

It  is  not  a  communication  instrument  by  itself 
that  produces  results,  it  is  the  communication  tool 
augmented  by  the  intelligence,  attitudes,  imagina- 
tion, and  skill  of  the  people  who  use  it  that  deter- 
mines whether  the  medium  will  be  permitted  to 
function  to  its  capacity  and  produce  the  results  of 
which  it  is  capable. 

Dr.  Frank  Stanton,  eminent  President  of  Colum- 
bia Broadcasting  System,  Inc.,  puts  the  entire  mat- 
ter in  sharp  focus: 

Unless  Telstar  is  used  to  link  the  minds  of  men 
in  some  significant  way,  it  is  utterly  useless. 

And  so  it  is,  with  all  of  the  marvelous  pipelines 
of  communications  which  God  has  revealed.  To 
gain  proper  perspective,  it  is  imperative  that  we  re- 
member these  words  of  Edward  R.  Murrow,  Director 
of  the  United  States  Information  Agency: 

A  communications  system  is  totally  neutral.  It 
has  no  conscience,  no  principle,  nor  morality.  It  has 
only  a  history.  It  will  broadcast  filth  or  inspiration 
with  equal  facility.  It  will  speak  the  truth  as  loudly 
as  it  will  falsehood.  It  is  actually  no  more  or  less 
than  the  men  or  women  who  use  it. 

Several  years  ago  a  noted  columnist,  John  Cros- 
by of  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  returned  from 
an  extended  trip  to  Latin  America  and  penned  this 
provocative  statement  for  his  column: 

Just  as  the  pursuit  of  truth  is  a  constant  thing, 
so  is  the  suppression  of  it,  and  that  applies  to  the 
free  world  as  well  as  to  the  dictatorial. 

As  Latter-day  Saints,  we  know  that  the  struggle 
for  the  control  of  men's  minds  has  never  ceased  rag- 
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ing  since  the  war  in  heaven.  Most  certainly  our  ad- 
versary, Lucifer,  has  used,  now  uses,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  use  every  means  conceivable  to  prevent  the 
light  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  from  reaching  the 
minds  of  our  Heavenly  Father's  children. 

Lucifer  knows  full  well  these  two  fundamental 
truths: 

First,  a  fact  that  cannot  reach  a  man's  mind  from 
the  outside  world  simply  does  not  exist  as  far  as  he 
is  concerned;  and  second*  that  what  a  man  has  in 
his  head  as  a  fact,  is  a  fact,  as  far  as  he  is  concerned, 
whether  or  not  it  exists  in  the  world  outside.1 

How  effective  Lucifer  has  been  in  applying  these 
truths  to  mislead  mankind!  Our  history  books  are 
loaded  with  tragic  case  histories  of  ignorance  and 
censorship — of  men  blindly  sacrificing  their  lives 
seeking  false  goals  at  any  cost  because  they  did  not 
know  or  could  not  recognize  truth.  Our  world  is 
still  in  chaos  today  because  members  of  the  human 
race  have  never  learned  and  applied  the  simple  but 
crucial  truths  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  The 
challenge  of  getting  these  great  truths  "to  every  na- 
tion kindred,  tongue  and  people"  is  very  complex 
and  difficult. 

It  is  an  axiom  in  communications  that  no  person 
can  effectively  communicate  to  another  a  truth  he 


iBrecher,   H.   L.  Freedom   of  Information;   MacMillan   Company, 
New  York,  N.Y.,  1949  edition;  page  4. 


does  not  first  of  all  possess  himself.  So  as  we  look 
about  seeking  ways  to  become  more  effective  in 
spreading  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  spotlight 
of  responsibility  focuses  upon  each  of  us.  Individual- 
ly, we  must  first  learn  and  apply  the  principles  of 
the  Gospel  thoroughly  in  our  own  lives.  Then  we 
must  learn  how  we  can  best  utilize  all  of  the  amazing 
communications  systems  to  carry  these  truths  into 
the  lives  of  others. 

No  greater  challenge  faces  a  sincere  Latter-day 
Saint  than  that  of  learning  how  to  be  an  effective 
communicator.  How  can  all  of  us  most  effectively 
communicate  His  Gospel  teachings?  Not  just  by 
talking,  preaching,  and  proselyting  door  to  door.  Far 
more  is  required  of  every  Latter-day  Saint.  Presi- 
dent John  Taylor  said:  "Any  fool  can  preach  a 
sermon,  but  it  takes  a  real  man  to  live  one." 

Jesus  gave  us  the  key  to  the  most  powerful  com- 
munications method  of  all — our  actions,  our  deeds, 
and  our  attitudes.  "...  Whatsoever  ye  would  that 
men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them.  .  .  ." 
(Matthew  7:12.) 

Now  that  the  instruments  of  communication  are 
enabling  the  world  to  become  One  Great  Neighbor- 
hood, our  challenge  is  to  effectively  communicate  our 
God-given  knowledge  and  help  transform  the  world 
into  One  Great  Brotherhood. 
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HOW  'THE  INSTRUCTOR"  HELPS  ME  PREPARE  MY  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSONS  (Concluded  from  page  25.) 


number  10;  each  dot  identifies  an  article  of  general 
interest  for  that  particular  course.  Articles  which 
pertain  directly  to  a  specific  lesson  are  identified  by 
the  date  of  the  pertinent  lesson  and,  in  parentheses, 
the  specific  number  of  the  lesson.  The  assiduous 
effort  which  went  into  this  indexing  system  enables 
us  to  identify  articles  which  will  help  future  lessons, 
sometimes  those  which  are  to  be  given  several 
months  later. 

Many  teachers  make  the  effort  necessary  to  col- 
lect these  treasures  for  future  lesson  enrichment. 
There  are  two  excellent  means  by  which  we  can 
collect  these  references  throughout  the  year. 

First,  we  can  write  in  the  teacher's  supplement, 
on  the  first  page  of  the  particular  lesson,  the  sup- 
porting Instructor  article,  title,  and  author,  with  its 
accompanying  page  number  and  date  of  publication. 
Then  when  we  begin  preparing  a  lesson,  our  supple- 
mentary reference  notes  are  easily  accessible. 

Second,  if  we  prefer  not  to  write  in  the  lesson 
manual  or  teacher's  supplement,  it  takes  only  a  few 
minutes  to  make  a  separate  chart.  On  this  chart, 
we  draw  six  columns  to  accommodate  (1)  lesson  num- 


bers, (2)  lesson  titles,  (3)  dates  to  be  presented, 
(4)  supporting  Instructor  articles,  (5)  dates  articles 
were  published,  and  (6)  pages  where  articles  are 
found.  Then  Instructor  article  information  can  be 
written  into  the  specific  column  and  opposite  the 
appropriate  lesson  manual  information. 

One  of  the  characteristics  of  the  Church  about 
which  we  are  most  likely  to  talk  with  pride  is  its 
magnificent  organization.  Yet,  as  members  of  the 
Church,  we  sometimes  fail  to  take  advantage  of  this 
inspired  organization.  As  Sunday  School  teachers, 
we  have  at  our  fingertips  writings  of  inspired  Church 
leaders  and  scholars  for  many  of  the  varied  lessons 
which  we  prepare  and  present.  We  should  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  organized  efforts  of  the  skilled  In- 
structor staff,  its  supervisory  committee  of  the  Sun- 
day School  General  Board,  and  the  outstanding  Lat- 
ter-day Saint  authors  who  impart  ideas  and  informa- 
tion from  their  spiritual  insights,  research,  and  ex- 
periences. 

If  we  take  full  advantage  of  The  Instructor,  our 
classes  will  reap  greater  rewards  from  their  Sunday 
School  participation. 
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Superintendents 


Who  Presides  in 
Sunday  School  Meetings? 


The  presence  of  two  or  more 
Church  officials  at  the  same  time 
in  Sunday  School  meetings  has 
sometimes  raised  questions  in  the 
minds  of  superintendents  and  sec- 
retaries as  to  which  of  the  officials 
present  actually  presides.  These 
are  the  most  common  situations  as 
they  apply  to  the  Sunday  School: 

1.    The  Ward  Sunday  School 
Session 

If  there  is  present  in  Sunday 
School  a  member  of  the  First  Pres- 
idency, Council  of  the  Twelve, 
stake  presidency,  or  a  member  of 
the  high  council  on  an  official  visit, 
this  man  presides.  The  rank  of 
presidency  follows  the  above  order 
if  two  authorities  are  present.  A 
member  of  the  high  council  who  is 
not  on  an  official  visit  does  not 
preside. 

Ordinarily,  none  of  these  offi- 
cers is  present  in  Sunday  School, 
and  the  bishop  presides.  He  is  the 
father  of  the  ward,  and  with  his 
counselors  he  is  in  charge  of  all  the 
auxiliaries  (See  The  Sunday 
School  Handbook,  page  17).  In  his 
absence,  his  counselor  presides.  If 
neither  he  nor  one  of  his  counse- 
lors is  present,  the  ward  Sunday 
School  superintendent  presides  by 
delegated  authority.  A  stake  board 
member  or  member  of  the  stake 
Sunday  School  superintendency 
does  not  preside  over  a  member  of 
the  bishopric  or  ward  superintend- 
ency. He  acts  in  an  advisory  ca- 
pacity only,  while  the  ward  super- 
intendent receives  his  authority 
from  the  ward  bishop.  It  is  con- 
ceivable that  the  stake  president 
could,  by  special  assignment,  vest 
the    stake    board    representative 


with  a  special  mission  and  for  this 
assignment  give  him  a  direct  pre- 
siding power;  but  we  have  never 
seen  this  done. 

In  a  section  of  the  Sunday 
School  such  as  the  Junior  Sunday 
School,  conducted  by  a  Junior 
Sunday  School  coordinator,  or  a 
class  conducted  by  a  teacher,  the 
one  conducting  may  often  be  a 
person  who  does  not  hold  the 
priesthood.  The  secretary  in  such 
case  would  mark  as  the  presiding 
authority  the  attending  member 
of  the  bishopric  or,  in  his  absence, 
the  attending  member  of  the  su- 
perintendency. If  none  of  them 
is  present,  no  one  is  noted  as  pre- 
siding. 

2.  Other  Ward  Meetings  Pertain- 
ing to  the  Sunday  School 

In  the  ward  faculty  meeting, 
ward  superintendent's  council 
meeting,  Sunday  School  prayer 
meeting,  or  similar  ward  Sunday 
School  function,  the  same  rules  of 
presidency  apply  as  those  set  for 
the  Sunday  School  session. 

3.  Stake  Meetings  Pertaining  to 
the  Sunday  School 

Stake  Sunday  School  prepara- 
tion meetings,  stake  board  meet- 
ings, and  stake  superintendent's 
council  meetings  are  stake  func- 
tions under  the  presidency  of  the 
stake  president.  If  he  or  one  of  his 
counselors  is  present  at  any  of 
these  functions,  this  one  presides. 
In  his  absence,  the  high  council- 
man presides  as  his  representative. 
In  the  absence  of  a  member  of  the 
stake  presidency  or  high  council, 
the  stake  superintendent  presides 
by  delegated  authority.  This  is 
true  even  though  there  is  present 


a  member  of  the  Sunday  School 
general  board.  Of  course,  if  a  mem- 
ber of  the  general  authorities  is 
present,  he  will  preside  over  the 
stake  president  or  anyone  acting 
under  the  latter's  direction. 

In  the  stake  leadership  meeting 
where  the  high  council  representa- 
tive is  officially  present  with  the 
stake  Sunday  School  superintend- 
ent, the  high  council  representa- 
tive presides  by  virtue  of  his 
delegated  authority  from  the  stake 
presidency. 

In  Saturday  sessions  of  stake 
conference  for  Sunday  School  rep- 
resentatives, the  stake  presidency 
presides  over  the  sections  even 
though  a  visiting  general  board 
member  is  present. 

— The  General  Sunday  School 
Superintendency : 
George  R.  Hill, 
David  L.  McKay, 
Lynn  S.  Richards. 


Coming  Events 

Jan.  5, 1964 
Pupil  Advancement 
New  Courses  Begin 

•  •  • 
Jan.  19, 1964 

"100-per-cent"  Sunday 

•  •  • 
Mar.  29,  1964 

Easter 

•  •  • 

Apr.  5,  6,  7, 1964 

Annual 

General  Conference 

•  •  • 

Apr.  5, 1964 

Semi-annual  Sunday 

School  Conference 
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Answers  To  Your  Questions 


May  Sunday  Schools  Dismiss  from  Classes? 

Q.  Is  it  appropriate  to  have  dismissal  of  Sunday 
School  from  individual  classes  on  Sundays  other 
than  Fast  Sundays?  — Springville  Stake. 

A.  Sunday  School  classes,  not  only  on  Fast  Days 
but  on  all  Sundays,  may,  with  the  approval  of  the 
bishop,  dismiss  from  their  classes  after  a  closing 
prayer  has  been  given. 

Who  Helps  the  Stake  Board  Worker? 

Q.  Where  should  a  stake  board  worker  turn  when 
in  need  of  help?  — Salina  Stake. 

A.  A  stake  board  worker  should  first  turn  to  his 
stake  superintendency  for  direction  and  assistance 
concerning  matters  pertaining  to  Sunday  School 
work.  A  stake  superintendency  in  turn  may  look  to 
high  councilmen  and  stake  presidency  for  direction. 
On   matters   concerning   recommended   procedures, 


subject  materials,  and  other  aids  furnished  by  the 
General  Board,  the  stake  superintendency  are  at 
liberty  to  correspond  directly  with  the  General  Su- 
perintendency. Letters  are  often  sent  directly  to 
the  General  Secretary  of  the  General  Board.  When 
matters  come  through  usual  channels,  they  receive 
the  attention  of  the  General  Superintendency. 

How  Should  Double  Sessions  Operate? 

Q.  Is  there  an  effective  way  to  demonstrate  how 
double  sessions  operate? 

— Superintendent's  Conference. 

A.  Yes.  The  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  has 
produced  a  colored  16-mm  film  entitled  "Double 
Session,"  which  is  available  at  the  Deseret  Book 
Company  on  a  rental  basis.  We  recommend  the  use 
of  this  film  in  every  ward  in  which  there  are  crowded 
conditions  due  to  insufficient  classrooms. 

— Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 


Memorized  Recitations 


for  Mar.  1,1964 

To  be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  6  and  12  during  January 
and  February  and  recited  in  the 
worship  service  on  March  1  (taken 
from  A  Uniform  System  for  Teach- 
ing Investigators). 

Course  6: 

(These  two  verses  pertain  to  the 
Godhead  and  man  being  created 
in  the  image  of  God.) 


"And  God  said,  Let  us  make 
man  in  our  image,  after  our  like- 
ness: and  let  them  have  dominion 
over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over 
the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  the 
cattle,  and  over  the  earth,  and  over 
every  creeping  thing  that  creep- 
eth  upon  the  earth.  So  God  creat- 
ed man  in  his  own  image,  in  the 
image  of  God  created  he  him;  male 
and  female  created  he  them." 

— Genesis  1:26,27. 


Course  12: 

(These  two  verses  pertain  to 
the  time  when  Jesus  Christ  insti- 
tuted the  Sacrament.) 

"And  he  took  bread,  and  gave 
thanks,  and  brake  it,  and  gave 
unto  them,  saying,  This  is  my 
body  which  is  given  for  you:  this 
do  in  remembrance  of  me.  Like- 
wise also  the  cup  after  supper,  say- 
ing, This  cup  is  the  new  testament 
in  my  blood,  which  is  shed  for 


you. 


-Luke  22:19,  20. 


The  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union 


George  R.  Hill,  General  Superintendent 
David  Lawrence  McKay,  First  Assistant  General  Superintendent;  Lynn  S.  Richards,  Second  Assistant  General  Superintendent; 
Wallace  F.  Bennett,  General  Treasurer;  Paul  B.  Tanner,  Assistant  General  Treasurer;   Richard  E.  Folland,  General  Secretary 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  DESERET  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION  BOARD 


George  R.  Hill 
David  L.  McKay 
Lynn  S.  Richards 
Wallace  F.  Bennett 
Richard  E.  Folland 
Lucy  G.  Sperry 
Marie  F.  Felt 
Gerrit  de  Jong,  Jr. 
Earl  J.  Glade 
A.  William  Lund 
Kenneth  S.  Bennion 
J.  Holman  Waters 
H.  Aldous  Dixon 
Leland  H.  Monson 
Alexander  Schreiner 
Lorna  C.  Alder 
A.  Parley  Bates 


William  P.  Miller 
Vernon  J.  LeeMaster 
Claribel  W.  Aldous 
Eva  May  Green 
Melba  Glade 
Addie  L.  Swapp 
W.  Lowell  Castleton 
Henry  Eyring 
Carl  J.  Christensen 
Hazel  F.  Young 
Florence  S.  Allen 
Beth  Hooper 
Asahel  D.  Woodruff 
Frank  S.  Wise 
Clair  W.  Johnson 
Delmar  H.  Dickson 
Clarence  Tyndall 


Wallace  G.  Bennett 
Addie  J.  Gilmore 
Camille  W.  Halliday 
Margaret  Hopkinson 
Mima  Rasband 
Edith  M.  Nash 
Minnie  E.  Anderson 
Alva  H.  Parry 
Bernard  S.  Walker 
Harold  A.   Dent 
Paul  B.  Tanner 
Catherine  Bowles 
Raymond  B.  Holbrook 
Joseph  Fielding  Smith, 
Lorin  F.  Wheelwright 
Fred  W.  Schwendiman 
Lewis  J.  Wallace 


Jr. 


Clarence  E.  Wonnacott 
Lucy  Picco 
Arthur  D.  Browne 
J.  Roman  Andrus 
Howard  S.  Bennion 
Herald  L.  Carlston 
O.  Preston  Robinson 
Robert  F.  Gwilliam 
Dale  H.  West 
Bertrand  F.  Harrison 
Willis  S.  Peterson 
Greldon  L.  Nelson 
Thomas  J.  Parmley 
Jane  L.  Hopkinson 
Oliver  R.  Smith 
G.  Robert  Ruff 


Anthony  I.  Bentley 
Mary  W.  Jensen 
John  S.  Boyden 
Golden  L.  Berrett 
Marshall  T.  Burton 
Edith  B.  Bauer 
Elmer  J.  Hartvigsen 
Donna  D.  Sorensen 
Calvin  C.  Cook 
A.  Hamer  Reiser 
Edgar  B.  Bjrossard 
Robert  M.  Cundick 
Clarence  L.  Madsen 
J.  Elliot  Cameron 
Bertrand  A.  Childs 
James  R.  Tolman 


Richard  L.  Evans,  Howard  W.  Hunter,  Advisers  to  the  General  Board 


JANUARY    1  964 


29 


wO  God,  the  Eternal  Father" 


Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn 
for  the  Month  of  March 


"0  God,  the  Eternal  Father"; 
author,  William  W.  Phelps;  com- 
poser, Felix  Mendelssohn;  Hymns 
—Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat- 
ter-day Saints,  No.  125. 

William  W.  Phelps  wrote  some 
of  our  finest  hymns:  "The  Spirit 
of  God  Like  a  Fire  Is  Burning," 
"Redeemer  of  Israel,"  "Praise  to 
the  Man,"  "Gently  Raise  the  Sa- 
cred Strain,"  "Now  Let  Us  Re- 
joice," and  others. 

If  hymns  can  be  graded  as  to 
degree  of  sacredness,  then  this  one 
is  clearly  one  of  the  most  sacred 
in  our  hymnbook;  it  being,  in  part, 
a  poetic  paraphrase  of  the  prayer 
offered  at  the  sacrament  table. 
This  prayer,  as  we  well  know,  was 
especially  given  by  revelation  to 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

Lest  even  one  person  sing  this 
hymn  thoughtlessly,  let  us  all  be 
reminded  by  the  chorister  that  we 
are  addressing  our  Father  in  heav- 
en. (Such  a  reminder  should  only 
be  given,  of  course,  at  hymn  prac- 
tice time.) 

When  singing  this  hymn,  we  are 
making  a  request  for  blessings  up- 
on the  bread  and  water  which  are 
before  us  as  emblems  of  the  body 
and  blood  of  our  Lord,  Jesus 
Christ.  There  is  also  an  earnest 
request  that  our  sins  and  weak- 
nesses be  forgiven  and  that  we  may 
always  have  His  Spirit  with  us. 

The  recommended  tempo  is 
good,  though  it  may  appear  some- 
what slow  to  some  choristers.  The 
metronome  indication  gives  69 
quarter  notes  per  minute,  which 
equals  about  12  beats  for  each  ten 
seconds,  or  six  for  each  five  sec- 
onds. 

The  tune  was  written  by  that 
"prince  of  composers,"  Felix  Men- 
delssohn, who  intended  it  for  choir 
singing.    For  this  reason,  it  is  set 
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too  high  in  pitch  when  sung  by 
everyone  in  the  congregation.  Let 
us  try  it  in  the  key  of  C,  with 
everyone  singing  the  melody.  The 
music,  so  transposed,  is  here  print- 
ed for  the  organist's  use.  The  rests 
here  shown  are  not  used  in  the 
hymnbook,  but  this  is  the  way  the 
hymnbook  should  be  interpreted. 
Mendelssohn  did  not  intend  that  a 
whole  stanza  should  be  sung  with- 


out a  breath.  He  intended  that  a 
good  breath  should  be  taken  at  the 
end  of  each  line  and  a  short 
"catch-breath"  in  the  middle  of 
each  line.  People  will  do  this  quite 
naturally  if  the  chorister  does  not 
divert  them  from  it. 

— Alexander  Schreiner. 


(The  Senior  Sunday  School  hymn  for  April 
will  be  "O  My  Father,"  Hymns,  No.  138.  The 
Lowell  Mason  tune  will  be  used.) 
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Junior  Sunday  School   Hymn  for  the  Month  of  March 


"For  the  Beauty  of  the  Earth"; 
author,  Folliott  S.  Pierpoint;  com- 
poser, Conrad  Kocher;  The  Chil- 
dren Sing.  No.  25. 

This  hymn  affords  children  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  learn 
more  about  the  beauties  of  the 
earth.  Joy  and  happiness  are  ex- 
perienced by  those  who  can  see 
the  real  beauty  of  flowers,  trees, 
fields,  hills,  and  skies.  Birds  and 
animals  also  delight  children.  To 
know  that  our  Heavenly  Father 
has  created  this  lovely  world  for 
us  makes  us  grateful  to  Him. 

To  the  Chorister 

Many  good,  nature  pictures  are 
available  for  use  in  introducing  the 
hymn.  Among  them  are  some  fine 
pictures  on  the  front  covers  of  The 
Instructor  for  March  and  August, 
1962,  and  March,  1963. 

The    beautiful    words    of    the 


hymn  express  our  love  and  "grate- 
ful praise"  to  Him  who  made  the 
world.  While  the  melody  of  the 
second  line  is  the  same  as  the  first, 
there  is  no  repetition  of  words.  It 
will  be  well  to  introduce  the  hymn 
by  the  phrase  method  which  is  de- 
scribed in  detail  in  A  Guide  for 
Choristers  and  Organists  in  Junior 
Sunday  School,  page  23. 

When  teaching  this  number, 
keep  in  mind  that  there  are  four 
counts  to  a  measure;  and  that  it 
should  be  sung  at  a  moderate  tem- 
po. Both  the  organist  and  the 
chorister  should  observe  the 
rhythm  of  the  melody  notes  in 
measures  ten  and  twelve;  they  are 
different. 

To  the  Organist 

When  introducing  the  music  to 

children,  play  the  top  or  melody 
notes  with  the  right  hand.  The  left 
hand  will  play  chords  as  written 


March  Sacrament  Gems 

For  Senior  Sunday  School 

"Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill 
of  the  Lord?  Or  who  shall  stand 
in  his  holy  place?  He  that  hath 
clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart; 
who  hath  not  lifted  up  his  soul 


unto  vanity,  nor  sworn  deceitful- 
ly."1 

For  Junior  Sunday  School 
Jesus  said:  "...  I  am  the  resur- 
rection, and  the  life.  .  .    "2 


tPsalms  24:3  4. 
zjohn  11:25. 


Organ  Music  To  Accompany  March   Sacrament  Gems 


Roy  M.  Darley 
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in  the  bass  clef.  All  notes  of  each 
chord  should  be  played  simultane- 
ously. Attention  should  be  given  to 
the  fingering  of  the  eighth-  and 
quarter-note  combinations  as  illus- 
trated in  measures  one  and  nine, 
so  that  these  passages  may  be 
played  clearly  and  in  rhythm. 

Choristers  and  organists  have 
the  responsibility  of  creating  a 
spiritual,  reverent  atmosphere 
through  music  during  the  worship 
service.  They  need  to  work  to- 
gether when  preparing  hymns.  It 
is  important  that  proper  tempo  be 
set  and  that  phrasing  be  sung  and 
played  alike. 

Before  presenting  new  hymns 
the  chorister  should  have  the 
words  and  music  memorized.  The 
organist  should  know  the  words 
and  accompaniment  well  enough 
so  that  she  can  watch  and  follow 
movements  of  the  chorister  as  the 
number  is  being  sung  in  a  worship 
service. 

Organists  need  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  instrument  they 
are  playing,  whether  it  be  an  organ 
or  a  piano.  Those  who  are  for- 
tunate enough  to  have  an  organ 
with  various  stops  should  spend 
several  hours  a  week  in  preparing 
music  for  the  worship  service.  In 
this  way  they  become  acquainted 
with  each  individual  stop  and  are 
able  to  combine  stops  that  are 
pleasing  to  the  ear  and  appropriate 
for  the  worship  service.  Organists 
should  avoid  loud,  harsh  tones  on 
the  organ. 

Some  organists  play  small  reed 
organs  in  Junior  Sunday  School 
to  accompany  children.  Usually 
the  four-foot  stops  and  the  eight- 
foot  stops,  both  right  and  left  of 
the  organ  center,  should  be  used. 
The  quality  of  tone  is  similar  to 
that  of  a  piano. 

— Florence  S.  Allen. 


(The  hymn  for  April  will  be  "We  Give 
Thee  but  Thine  Own,"  page  61,  The  Children 
Sing.) 
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Follow  the  Promptings 

of  the  Spirit 


by  A.  William  Lund 


Most  members  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  have  great  faith  in  our  Heavenly 
Father.  They  often  seek  Him  in  humble  prayer  to 
guide  them  in  their  preaching  and  teaching  of  the 
Gospel,  to  warn  them  of  danger,  to  protect  them 
from  harm,  and  to  guide  them  to  those  of  His  chil- 
dren who  may  be  brought  into  His  Church. 

Let  us  permit  Brother  Henry  G.  Boyle  to  tell  us 
his  story.  While  he  was  on  his  way  to  Nauvoo  in 
1845,  this  incident  happened.  (Brother  Boyle  was  a 
member  of  the  Mormon  Battalion.  Later  he  became 
president  of  the  Southern  States  Mission.  He  filled 
seven  missions  to  the  Southern  States,  each  time 
bringing  a  company  of  converts  back  with  him  to 
Zion. ) 

"While  on  my  way  to  Nauvoo,  Illinois,  in  the 
month  of  June,  1845,  going  down  the  Ohio  River, 
the  steamer  I  was  aboard  of  ran  aground  on  the 
'Flint  Island  Bar,'  just  above  Evansville,  Indiana. 

"I  remained  on  the  boat  for  36  hours;  and  the 
water  in  the  river  being  very  low,  and  getting  lower 
every  day;  and,  seeing  no  prospect  of  our  getting 
past  this  bar,  I  concluded  to  go  ashore  and  work  a 
few  days,  as  I  understood  laborers  were  in  demand 
in  Evansville.  The  captain  of  the  steamer  aground, 
accordingly,  refunded  me  a  just  proportion  of  the 
passage  money  I  had  paid  him. 

"I  procured  work  for  one  week,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  the  river  began  to  rise.  Being  very 
anxious  to  pursue  my  journey,  I  went  aboard  the 
first  boat  that  landed  at  Evansville,  which  I  learned 
was  going  as  far  up  the  Mississippi  River  as  Galena. 
I  made  arrangements  with  the  clerk  for  passage  to 
Nauvoo,  but  did  not  pay  him  at  the  time,  as  he 
said  the  boat  would  not  leave  for  two  hours. 

"I  was  never  more  desirous  to  pursue  my  journey 
than  I  was  on  this  occasion,  yet  soon  after  going 
aboard  a  feeling  of  aversion  to  going  on  that  steamer 
took  possession  of  me.  Instead  of  a  sensation  of  joy, 
an  undefinable  dread,  or  foreboding  of  coming  evil 
was  exercising  an  influence  over  me,  that  increased 
in  its  power  every  moment,  until  I  could  resist  no 
longer;  and,  snatching  up  my  trunk,  I  fled  with  it 
to  the  shore,  just  as  the  deck  hands  stopped  to  haul 
in  the  gangway,  and  the  boat  moved  off. 


"I  put  my  trunk  down  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  sat  down  on  it,  too  weak  to  stand  on  my  feet 
longer. 

"This  was  a  new  experience  to  me,  then.  What 
did  it  mean?  One  thing  was  certain,  I  felt  as  if 
I  had  just  escaped  from  some  great  calamity  to  a 
place  of  safety. 

"Two  days  after  this  I  took  passage  on  another 
steamer  for  St.  Louis,  where  in  due  time  I  arrived 
in  safety.  As  I  walked  ashore  I  met  a  newsboy  cry- 
ing his  morning  paper,  and  the  items  of  news  it  con- 
tained, the  most  prominent  of  which  was  an  account 
of  the  ill-fated  steamer  that  I  had  made  my  escape 
from  at  Evansville  on  the  Ohio  River.  I  purchased 
the  paper,  and  found  the  boat  had  been  snagged  in 
the  Mississippi  River,  below  St.  Louis,  in  the  night, 
and  sank,  with  a  loss  of  nearly  all  that  were  on  board. 

"The  mysterious  feeling  that  impelled  me  to  leave 
that  boat  was  cleared  up  to  my  satisfaction.  There 
remained  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  Providence 
had  interposed  between  me  and  the  great  danger. 

"The  thanks,  gratitude,  and  joy  that  filled  my 
whole  being  on  this  occasion,  I  will  not  try  to  de- 
scribe."1 

President  Wilford  Woodruff  was  a  most  faithful 
and  wonderful  man.  He  was  one  of  the  earlier  apostles 
of  our  Church  and  was  President  of  the  Church  from 
Apr.  7,  1889,  until  his  death  Sept.  2,  1898,  at  San 
Francisco,  California.  Many  times  his  prayers  were 
answered  in  a  very  remarkable  manner. 

Now  let  us  read  the  following  account  of  a  re- 
markable incident  as  he  wrote  it: 

"March  1st,  1840,  was  my  birthday;  I  was  33 
years  of  age.  It  being  Sunday,  I  preached  twice 
during  the  day  to  a  large  assembly  in  the  city  hall, 
in  the  town  of  Hanley,  and  administered  the  Sacra- 
ment to  the  Saints.  In  the  evening  I  again  met  with 
a  large  assembly  of  the  Saints  and  strangers;  and, 
while  singing  the  first  hymn,  the  spirit  of  the  Lord 
rested  upon  me  and  the  voice  of  God  said  to  me, 
'This  is  the  last  meeting  that  you  will  hold  with  this 
people  for  many  days.'  I  was  astonished  at  this,  as 
I  had  many  appointments  out  in  that  district.  When 
I  rose  to  speak  to  the  people,  I  told  them  that 


(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  March  1,  "A  Warning  in  the  Night.") 


^'Missionary  Incidents,"  Henry  G.  Boyle,  The  Juvenile  Instructor, 
Apr.  1,  1881,  Vol.  16;  page  76. 
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it  was  the  last  meeting  I  should  hold  with  them  for 
many  days.  They  were  as  much  astonished  as  I  was. 
At  the  close  of  the  meeting  four  persons  came  for- 
ward for  baptism;  we  went  down  into  the  water  and 
baptized  them. 

"In  the  morning  I  went  in  secret  before  the  Lord, 
and  asked  Him  what  was  His  will  concerning  me. 
The  answer  I  received  was  that  I  should  go  to  the 
south;  for  the  Lord  had  a  great  work  for  me  to  per- 
form there,  as  many  souls  were  waiting  for  His  word. 
On  the  3rd  of  March,  1840,  in  fulfillment  of  the 
directions  given  me,  I  took  coach  and  rode  to  Wolver- 
hampton, 26  miles,  spending  the  night  there.  On  the 
morning  of  the  4th  I  again  took  coach,  and  rode 
through  Dudley,  Stourbridge,  Stourport,  and  Wor- 
cester, then  walked  a  number  of  miles  to  Mr.  John 
Benbow's,  Hill  Farm,  Castle  Frome,  Ledbury,  Here- 
fordshire. This  was  a  farming  country  in  the  south 
of  England,  a  region  where  no  elder  of  the' Latter- 
day  Saints  had  visited. 

"I  found  Mr.  Benbow  to  be  a  wealthy  farmer, 
cultivating  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  occupying  a 
good  mansion,  and  having  plenty  of  means.  His  wife, 
Jane,  had  no  children.  I  presented  myself  to  him  as 
a  missionary  from  America,  an  elder  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  who  had  been 
sent  to  him  by  the  commandment  of  God  as  a  mes- 
senger of  salvation,  to  preach  the  gospel  of  life  to 
him  and  his  household  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land.  He  and  his  wife  received  me  with  glad  hearts 
and  thanksgiving.  It  was  in  the  evening  when  I 
arrived,  having  traveled  48  miles  by  coach  and  on 
foot  during  the  day;  but  after  receiving  refreshments 
we  sat  down  together,  and  conversed  until  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  Mr.  Benbow  and  his  wife 
rejoiced  greatly  at  the  glad  tidings  which  I  brought 
them. 

"I  also  rejoiced  greatly  at  the  news  Mr.  Benbow 
gave  me,  that  there  was  a  company  of  men  and  wom- 
en— over  six  hundred  in  number — who  had  broken 
off  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  and  taken  the 
name  of  United  Brethren.  They  had  45  preachers 
among  them,  and  for  religious  services  had  chapels 
and  many  houses  that  were  licensed  according  to  the 
law  of  the  land.  This  body  of  United  Brethren  were 
searching  for  light  and  truth,  but  had  gone  as  far 
as  they  could,  and  were  calling  upon  the  Lord  con- 
tinually to  open  the  way  before  them  and  send  them 
light  and  knowledge,  that  they  might  know  the  true 
way  to  be  saved.  When  I  heard  these  things  I  could 
clearly  see  why  the  Lord  had  commanded  me,  while 
in  the  town  of  Hanley,  to  leave  that  place  of  labor 


and  go  to  the  south;  for  in  Herefordshire  there  was  a 
great  harvest-field  for  gathering  many  saints  into 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  After  offering  my  prayers  and 
thanksgiving  to  God,  I  retired  to  my  bed  with  joy, 
and  slept  well  until  the  rising  of  the  sun. 

"I  arose  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  took  break- 
fast, and  told  Mr.  Benbow  I  would  like  to  commence 
my  Master's  business  by  preaching  the  gospel  to  the 
people.  He  had  in  his  mansion  a  large  hall  which 
was  licensed  for  preaching,  and  he  sent  word  through 
the  neighborhood  that  an  American  missionary 
would  preach  at  his  house  that  evening.  As  the  time 
drew  nigh,  many  of  the  neighbors  came  in,  and  I 
preached  my  first  gospel  sermon  in  the  house.  I  also 
preached  at  the  same  place  on  the  following  evening, 
and  baptized  six  persons,  including  Mr.  John  Ben- 
bow, his  wife,  and  four  preachers  of  the  United 
Brethren.  I  spent  most  of  the  following  day  in  clear- 
ing out  a  pool  of  water  and  preparing  it  for  baptizing, 
as  I  saw  that  many  would  receive  that  ordinance. 
I  afterwards  baptized  six  hundred  persons  in  that 
pool  of  water. 

"On  Sunday,  the  8th,  I  preached  at  Frome's  Hill 
in  the  morning,  at  Standley  Hill  in  the  afternoon, 
and  at  John  Benbow?s,  Hil|  Farm,  in  the  evening. 
The  parish  church  that  stood  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Brother  Benbow's,  presided  over  by  the  rector  of  the 
parish,  was  attended  during  the  day  by  only  15  per- 
sons, while  I  had  a  large  congregation,  estimated  to 
number  a  thousand,  attend  my  meetings  through  the 
day  and  evening.  .  .  . 

"I  continued  to  preach  and  baptize  daily.  On 
the  21st  day  of  March  I  baptized  Elder  Thomas 
Kington.  He  was  superintendent  of  both  preachers 
and  members  of  the  United  Brethren.  The  first  30 
days  after  my  arrival  in  Herefordshire,  I  had  baptized 
45  preachers  and  160  members  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren, who  put  into  my  hands  one  chapel  and  45 
houses,  which  were  licensed  according  to  law  to 
preach  in.  This  opened  a  wide  field  for  labor,  and 
enabled  me  to  bring  into  the  Church,  through  the 
blessings  of  God,  over  eighteen  hundred  souls  during 
eight  months,  including  all  of  the  six  hundred  United 
Brethren  except  one  person.  In  this  number  there 
were  also  some  two  hundred  preachers  of  various  de- 
nominations. This  field  of  labor  embraced  Here- 
fordshire, Gloucestershire,  and  Worcestershire,  and 
formed  the  conferences  of  Garway,  Gadfield  Elm,  and 
Frome's  Hill."2 

tWilford  Woodruff,  prepared  for  publication  by  Matthias  F.  Cow- 
ley;   1909  Edition;   The  Deseret  News,    Salt  Lake  City,   Utah;    pages 
116-119* 
Library  File  Reference:  Faith-promoting  Stories. 
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So,  You're  Going  To 
Be  a  Missionary! 


by  Rulcm  S.  Howells* 


K|i;  J  ■'{=:».; 


The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
is  a  church  in  which  all  members  receive  training  in 
Church  doctrine  and  theology  throughout  their  lives. 
Worthy  male  members  may  receive  the  priesthood 
and  become  proficient  in  preaching  and  engaging  in 
doctrinal  discussions. 

Every  Latter-day  Saint  is  a  missionary.  To  pre- 
pare ourselves  to  do  effective  missionary  work,  we 
should  understand  to  some  extent  what  might  be  in 
the  mind  of  a  non-Mormon  Christian  who  has  been 
active  in  his  own  church. 

Some  active  church  members  are  not  accustomed 
to  thinking  deeply  about  their  religious  beliefs.  They 
have  been  content  to  let  their  ministers  do  the  study- 
ing, and  on  many  points  of  doctrine,  they  have  no 
clear  concept. 

There  is  often  a  difference  in  understanding  be- 
tween the  individual  and  his  church's  interpreta- 
tions. We  often  hear  people  say,  after  we  have  ex- 
plained some  Gospel  principle  to  them,  "There  isn't 
much  difference  between  our  beliefs  and  yours."  They 
overlook  the  fact  that  their  church  may  differ  widely 
from  what  they  personally  believe. 

Aside  from  strictly  personal  images  of  God  which 
people  sometimes  have,  some  have  been  influenced 
by  confused  languages  of  formal  creeds  to  which 
their  church  adheres.  However,  because  of  the  ap- 
parent contradictory  language  of  these  formal  creeds, 
most  Christians  form  their  own  simplified  image  of 
God.  It  is  quite  enlightening  to  have  these  people 
read  the  involved  language  of  these  familiar  creeds.1 

To  explain  the  true  concept  of  the  personage  of 
God,  we  can  retell  the  story  of  Joseph  Smith's  first 
vision;  but  what  kind  of  picture  comes  into  the  minds 
of  those  to  whom  we  are  relating  this  marvelous 
story?  As  we  repeat  what  Joseph  Smith  experienced 
when  he  said,  "I  saw  two  personages,"  minds  of  non- 
members  may  visualize  God  as  a  spirit,  as  they  have 
been  taught. 

To  some  people,  God  is  a  great  mystery.  Some 
sectarian  ministers  and  priests  have  taught  that  God 
is  a  spirit  who  is  so  small  that  He  can  dwell  in  your 


President  David  O.  McKay  has  called  each  of  us  to  be  mis- 
sionaries. To  do  this,  we  need  to  study  so  that  we  can 
help  to  correct  erroneous  Christian  doctrines,  thereby  help- 
ing people  to  return  to  the  simple  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


(For  Course  16,  lesson  of  March  29,  "General  Religious  Cultures 
of  the  World";  and  for  general  reading.) 

iSee  Howells,  Rulon  S.,  His  Many  Mansions;  Ensign  Press,  Glen- 
dale,  California,  1940;  chapter  3. 

♦Brother  Rulon  S.  Howells  has  had  varied  experiences  in  asso- 
ciating with  nonmembers  of  the  LDS  Church.  He  fulfilled  a  foreign 
mission  in  Germany  and  a  stake  mission  in  Ensign  Stake,  Salt  Lake 
City.  He  also  opened  and  presided  over  the  Brazilian  Mission  in 
1935;  later,  in  1949,  he  returned  to  that  same  South  American  country 
to  serve  a  second  time  as  mission  president.  His  understanding  of 
nonmembers  was  enlarged  as  he  authored  four  books:  Do  Men  Be- 
lieve What  Their  Church  Prescribes,  Organization  of  Thirteen  Chris- 
tian Churches,  His  Many  Mansions,  and  The  Mormon  Story.  He  re- 
ceived his  LL.D.  from  the  University  of  Utah  School  of  Law  and  has 
served  in  several  responsible  state  and  national  positions.  Brother 
Howells  is  married  to  the  former  Mary  Peirce.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren, two  living. 
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heart  and  yet  so  large  that  He  can  fill  the  universe. 
These  teachers  are  confusing  the  power  of  God  with 
His  actual  personage. 

The  importance  of  learning  the  difference  be- 
tween God's  power  and  His  person  is  the  key  to  the 
message  of  Joseph  Smith's  vision. 

Joseph  Smith  actually  saw  God  the  Father  and 
His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  as  two  separate  and  distinct 
Celestial  beings  or  personages.  The  Father  spoke 
first  introducing  the  Son,  and  then  Joseph  conversed 
with  Jesus  Christ.  At  that  time  Joseph  could  dis- 
tinguish between  the  person  and  the  power  or  in- 
fluence which  he  felt,  and  which  radiates  from  the 
person,  and  which  power  is  also  strong  enough  to  fill 
the  universe.  The  importance  of  knowing  this  is 
brought  out  in  John  17:3,  "And  this  is  life  eternal 
that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and 
Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent." 

President  David  O.  McKay  has  said,  "No  greater 
gift  or  blessing  can  come  to  man  in  this  life  than  a 
knowledge  that  God  lives,  that  Jesus  is  the  Saviour 
of  the  world,  and  that  these  two  personages  did  ac- 
tually appear  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and 
restore,  through  him,  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ."2 

Those  who  are  not  of  Jesus'  church  today  are  like 
those  to  whom  the  Apostle  Paul  spoke  on  Mars'  Hill 
in  Athens  centuries  ago,  "Then  Paul  stood  in  the 
midst  of  Mars'  Hill,  and  said,  Ye  men  of  Athens,  I 
perceive  that  in  all  things  ye  are  too  superstitious. 
For  as  I  passed  by,  and  beheld  your  devotions,  I 
found  an  altar  with  this  inscription,  TO  THE  UN- 
KNOWN GOD.  Whom  therefore  ye  ignorantly  wor- 
ship, him  declare  I  unto  you."  (Acts  17:22,  23.) 

There  are  people  who  believe  that  we  should  not 
disturb  others  who  are  already  Christians,  with  new 
ideas,  but  we  should  go  to  those  who  have  no  faith. 
We  believe,  however,  that  we  need  to  correct  errone- 
ous Christian  doctrines  so  that  people  may  return 
to  the  simple  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  true 
understanding  of  God  and  Jesus  Christ. 

We  must  often  remind  people  that  they  are  per- 
sonally responsible  for  the  fate  of  their  own  souls. 
Salvation  is  an  individual  matter.  Our  concept,  be- 
cause of  and  through  revelation,  is  different.  We 
only  want  to  explain  and  share  our  understanding 
with  them.  They  then  must  make  the  decision  to 
accept  or  reject  it. 

The  Catholic  conception  of  God,  our  Heavenly 
Father,  is  expressed  by  them  in  the  following  excerpt 
taken  from  "The  Fundamentals  of  Catholic  Belief," 
by  Reverend  John  F.  Sullivan,  D.D.,  of  the  Diocese 
of  Providence,  and  published  by  P.  J.  Kenedy  and 
Sons,  New  York,  publishers  to  the  Holy  Apostolic 


"Conference  Report  of  The  Church  of  JesvA  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  October,  1910,  page  47;  quoted  in  David  O.  McKay,  Gospel 
Ideals;  An  Improvement  Era  Publication,  1953  Edition;  page  495. 


See: 

There  is  One^  God.  God  is  present  everywhere;  He  is 
infinite  in  perfection,  infinite  in  power;  and  the  very  notion 
of  omnipresence  and  of  infinite  perfection  and  power  pre- 
cludes the  possibility  of  plurality  or  division  in  the  Godhead. 

He  is  love.  He  is  infinite  holiness.  On  account  of  His 
love  He  made  us  in  His  image,  and  then  became  incarnate 
that  He  might  redeem  us.  [Meaning  here  that  God  became 
Christ.] 

The  Triune  God.  Let  us  now  pass  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Most  Blessed  Trinity,  the  first  and  the  greatest  of 
the  mysteries  of  our  Christian  Faith. 

In  God  there  are  three  divine  persons  absolutely  and 
really  distinct  from  one  another.  They  are  equal  in  power 
and  majesty  and  in  all  other  divine  perfections;  and  yet 
they  are  not  three  Gods,  but  one  God. 

God  is  not  three  and  one  in  the  same  sense.  The 
three  persons  are  not  one  Person,  the  one  God  is  not  three 
Gods.  But  in  the  one  God  there  are  three  persons.  Each 
of  these  is  God;  each  possesses  the  divine  nature,  absolutely 
and  completely,  without  division.  And  still  there  is  but  one 
divine  nature,  one  God. 

Well  may  we  call  this  the  first  and  greatest  of  the 
Christian  mysteries.  Our  intellect  cannot  fathom  it.  We 
cannot  explain  or  attempt  to  explain  how  it  can  be  true; 
for  this  is  no  analogy,  no  comparison  in  all  our  experience, 
which  would  serve  as  a  basis  of  such  an  explanation.  It 
seems  to  imply  a  contradiction,  but  we  know  that  it  does 
not.    We  accept  it  as  truth  because  God  revealed  it  to  us. 

We  are  treating  of  a  mystery  which  we  could  not  have 
known  at  all  if  God  had  not  revealed  it  to  us,  and  which 
we  cannot  really  explain  after  He  has  revealed  it,  but 
which  we  know  to  be  true  because  it  has  been  taught  to 
us  by  Him. 

We  declare  that  God  cleared  up  part  of  this 
"mystery"  by  appearing  as  He  is,  with  His  Son 
Jesus  Christ  as  He  is  also,  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  in  the  spring  of  1820. 

The  Book  of  Genesis  states,  "So  God  created  man 
in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God  created  he  him; 
male  and  female  created  he  them." (Genesis  1:27.) 
Through  centuries  of  time  man-made  creeds  and 
dogmas  have  complicated  and  confused  this  simple 
truth. 

There  are  many  other  important  religious  points 
of  interest.  The  following  questions  are  a  few  that 
we  should  understand  and  have  answers  for. 

Q.  Did  Jesus  set  up  a  definite  Church  organiza- 
tion during  His  ministry  in  Palestine?  Did  His 
calling  of  twelve  men  to  be  apostles  constitute  His 
whole  organization? 

A.  Christ  did  set  up  a  definite  Church  organiza- 
tion. Christ  specifically  affirms  that  He  had  chosen 
and  called  His  Apostles  (See  Luke  6:13  and  Ephe- 
sians  4:11),  and  that  He  had  ordained  them  in  their 
exalted  positions.  Others  also  were  ordained  to  def- 
inite positions  and  callings.  Among  them  were  the 
high  priests  (Hebrews  5:1);  the  seventy  (Luke 
10:1);  elders  (Acts  14:23);  priests,  teachers,  and 
deacons  (Hebrews  8:4;  Acts  6:7;  I  Corinthians  12: 
28);  also  the  office  of  bishop  (Titus  1:7-9);  and 
patriarch  or  evangelist  (Acts  21:8)  were  designated. 

After  the  ascension  of  Jesus  in  Jerusalem,  the 
Church  remained  for  some  time  fully  organized.  The 
Apostle  Peter  was  designated  as  the  ranking  apostle 
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and  as  such  the  head  of  the  Church,  with  the  apostles 
James  and  John  as  his  assistants  or  counselors,  and 
with  other  designated  officers  to  function  and  carry 
on  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  their  respective  of- 
fices. Each  was  important  in  his  designated  calling. 
(7  Corinthians  12.) 

That  a  quorum  of  twelve  apostles  was  necessary 
is  shown  in  the  calling  of  Matthias  to  replace  Judas 
Iscariot  who  betrayed  the  Saviour.  (See  Acts  1:15- 
26.) 

The  same  complete  organization  that  Christ  or- 
ganized among  His  followers  in  Palestine,  He  also 
organized  among  the  people  of  the  Americas  when 
He  visited  them  after  His  resurrection. 

It  is  logical  to  suppose  that  if  in  Christ's  wisdom 
certain  offices  and  a  definite  order  of  positions  were 
instituted  to  carry  on  the  work  of  His  ministry,  that 
order  and  those  offices  would  be  essential  in  any 
church  organization  today  that  would  profess  to  be 
the  Church  of  Christ. 

Q.  Is  divine  authority,  given  by  direct  revelation 
from  heaven,  necessary  to  perform  ordinances  in 
the  ministry  of  Christ's  Church? 

A.  Divine  authority,  through  continued  revela- 
tion, is  necessary  for  the  officers  of  the  true  church. 
Man  cannot  assume  it,  or  just  "feel"  that  he  is  called, 
nor  can  "authority"  from  God  be  given  by  "diploma" 
by  any  college  or  school  of  divinity.  Man  cannot 
delegate  divine  authority  unless  such  is  given  by 
revelation  from  God,  and  in  the  same  manner  as  God 
always  has  delegated  men  to  act  in  His  name — by 
actually  sending  heavenly  messengers  to  earth,  to 
bestow  the  authority.  A  man  cannot  give  or  pass 
on  to  another  that  which  he  does  not  have.  He  may 
go  through  ceremonies  and  rituals  and  perform  all 
kinds  of  acts  to  indicate  a  transmittal  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal power,  but  it  will  have  no  effect  in  heaven  unless 
it  came  from  heaven  and  was  kept  in  righteousness 
by  man  upon  the  earth. 

When  Christ  called  His  apostles  and  others,  he 
ordained  them  and  gave  them  this  authority  or 
priesthood.  They,  in  turn,  acting  under  divine  guid- 
ance, ordained  others  to  different  offices  in  the 
Church. 

The  decline  of  spiritual  gifts  was  evident  as  soon 
as  the  apostles  were  slain.  This  later  led  to  the 
belief  that  spiritual  gifts  were  no  longer  needed  and 
that  revelation  and  heavenly  communication  had 


ceased.  Such  conditions  led  further  to  the  erroneous 
belief  that  the  scriptures  had  been  completed  and 
that  there  would  be  no  more  scripture. 

Q.  What  is  in  a  church  name?  Does  the  name 
that  a  church  organization  bears  have  significance  in 
reflecting  its  origin  or  basic  purpose? 

A.  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  established  dur- 
ing His  ministry  in  Palestine,  was  properly  known 
as  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  not  the  Church  of 
John  the  Baptist,  nor  the  Church  of  Peter  the 
Apostle,  nor  of  Paul  the  Apostle. 

One  of  the  marks  of  the  apostasy,  or  falling  away, 
was  the  changing  of  the  name  of  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ.  When  the  protesting  groups  finally  broke 
away  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  through  the 
Reformation,  none  of  them  took  the  name  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  but  the  name  of  their  origina- 
tor or  founder,  such  as  the  Lutheran  Church,  from 
Martin  Luther.  Or  they  assumed  the  name  of  the 
principle  upon  which  they  differed  from  the  mother 
church,  such  as  Baptist,  for  those  who  believed  prin- 
cipally in  baptism  by  immersion;  Presbyterian,  the 
church  to  be  ruled  by  presbyters  or  elders;  Adven- 
tists,  those  believing  the  second  coming  or  advent 
of  Christ  was  near;  etc.  (For  the  correct  name  see 
3  Nephi  27:1-8  and  Doctrine  and  Covenants  115:4.) 

Q.  Many  believe  that  different  Christian  denom- 
inations are  but  parts  of  the  Christian  "whole"  and 
that  each  church  organization  is  just  a  different  ap- 
proach to  Christianity.  If  they  were  all  combined 
or  put  together,  would  this  make  the  complete  or- 
ganization of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ?  Would 
all  the  "parts"  then  be  present  according  to  the 
pattern  made  by  Jesus  Christ? 

A.  If  all  of  the  named  offices  of  all  of  the  Chris- 
tian non-LDS  churches  were  put  together  there 
would  still  be  lacking  many  offices  that  were  in  the 
church  established  and  organized  by  Jesus  Christ 
among  the  Jews  nearly  2,000  years  ago,  and  which 
now  can  be  found  in  Christ's  restored  Church,  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

The  Apostle  Paul  said  that  all  of  these  offices, 
properly  function  under  divine  calling  and  guidance 
are  necessary  "Till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the 
faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  ..." 
(Ephesians  4:13.) 


Library  File  Reference :  Mormon  Doctrine. 


36 


THE    INSTRUCTOR 


TTip>  Tn^ti-notrvr  -  A  Necessary  HelP  For 

*-  -LJ-^   llloli  L4A^lA-n.  Sunday  School  Teaching 


by  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 

The  indispensable  Instructor  has  again  come  to 
the  aid  of  teachers  in  the  Gospel  Doctrine  depart- 
ment. On  September  19,  I  sent  a  letter  to  all  stake 
presidents  to  the  effect  that  our  advisers  to  the  Gen- 
eral Board  had  requested  the  Sunday  Schools  to 
teach  Jesus  the  Christ  by  James  E.  Talmage  (in  lieu 
of  the  Old  Testament  Prophets)  so  that  the  sisters 
and  their  husbands  of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood 
could  receive  that  excellent  course  material  together. 

Since  there  was  not  a  teacher's  supplement  for 
such  a  course,  The  Instructor,  through  the  Sunday 
School  Superintendency,  asked  Dr.  Lowell  L.  Ben- 
nion  to  furnish  the  teacher's  outlines  and  applica- 
tions, which  he  agreed  to  do.  Many  of  our  readers 
have  read  in  the  November  Instructor  Dr.  Bennion's 
excellent  outlines,  intriguing  us  with  Jesus  the 
Christ.    They  will  continue  throughout  1964. 

The  Instructor  is  so  teacher-oriented  that  it  fur- 
nishes Preparation  Meeting  assistance  for  all  de- 
partments, if  one  will  look  for  it. 

Continuing  my  letter  to  stake  presidents — "It  is 
thought  advisable  to  discontinue  the  publication  of 
"Preparation  Meeting  Helps"  which  have  been  pub- 
lished for  several  years  by  the  Sunday  School.  Inas- 
much as  The  Instructor  is  completely  teacher- 
oriented  and  is  better  able  to  serve  our  teachers  and 
parents,  "Preparation  Meeting  Helps"  will  be  dis- 
continued as  of  December,  1963.  All  Gospel  teachers, 
including  parents  in  the  home,  should  have  the  help- 
ful aid  of  The  Instructor. 

"Because  of  the  reasons  mentioned  above,  along 
with  need  and  desire  of  every  teacher  to  do  a  better 
job  of  teaching  the  Gospel,  it  is  most  important  that 
an  Instructor  Use  Director  be  appointed  in  every 
ward  and  branch  of  the  Church.  Presently  we  have 
Instructor  Use  Directors  in  almost  every  stake,  and 
they  need  assistants  in  the  wards  who  will  help  every- 
one who  is  teaching  to  obtain  The  Instructor. 

"Every  ward  and  branch  in  the  Church  should 


have  an  Instructor  Use  Director  who  will  read  The 
Instructor  from  cover  to  cover  when  it  arrives  and 
be  able  to  help  each  teacher  and  officer  use  The 
Instructor  in  building  better  Sunday  Schools  and 
making  more  effective  applications  of  the  lessons 
they  teach. 

"Will  all  bishoprics  and  ward  superintendencies 
please  note  and  see  that  all  Sunday  Schools  are  pro- 
vided with  functional  Instructor  Use  Directors?" 


{For  teachers   and   students   of   Course   26, 
and  for  all  Sunday  School  teachers. ) 
Library  File  Reference:  Instructor  Magazine. 
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FUN  FOR  THE  FAMILY 

(Our  Cover) 

Too  many  families  promise  themselves  that 
some  day  they  will  take  a  vacation  together,  go 
for  an  outing  in  the  mountains  or  down  at  the 
beach,  or  at  least  have  a  picnic  in  the  park.  But 
suddenly  the  children  have  grown  up  and  left, 
and  the  opportunities  have  passed. 

Some  children  grow  up  without  looking 
beyond  the  nepn  signs.  They  know  the  way 
to  the  movies,  the  supermarket,  the  church  and 
the  school.  But  they  may  never  learn  to  see 
with  understanding  eyes  the  great  and  won- 
derful world  that  God  has  given  to  His  children. 

Many  of  our  happiest  memories  of  child- 
hood come  from  these  little  outings  together 
.  ...  as  a  family. 

—Kenneth  S.  Bennion. 


(For  Course  1,  lessons  of  February  23,  "Love  Is  in  Our 
Home";  and  March  15,  "We  Have  Fun  in  Our  Home";  and  for 
Course  4,  lesson  of  March  15,  "Blessings  Come  to  a  Family.") 
Library  File  Reference:  Family  Life. 
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VERSATILITY   IN   GOSPEL  LIVING 

Lesson  9,  Mar.  1, 1964 

Chapter  26,  pages  432  to  437 

THE  religious  life  is  not  like  a  piece  of  cloth  cut 
out  as  a  single  fixed  pattern.  In  the  mind  and 
heart  of  Jesus,  the  Gospel  is  more  than  a  simple 
formula;  it  cannot  be  reduced  to  a  few  rules.  On 
the  contrary,  religion  is  as  rich  and  varied  as  nature 
itself  and  is  related  somehow  to  the  whole  of  man's 
life.  Several  sayings  and  parables  of  the  Saviour 
illustrate  His  rich  symphonic  approach  to  Gospel 
living. 

Mary  and  Martha 

Questions: 

1.  What  was  Martha's  chief  interest  in  Jesus  when  he 
was  a  guest  in  their  home?     (Luke  10:38-42.) 

2.  What  was  Mary's? 

Martha,  busily  engaged  in  preparing  for  their 
guest,  complained  to  Jesus  because  Mary  did  not 
help  but  spent  her  time  in  conversation  with  the 
Master.  Jesus,  in  His  response,  gently  reproved 
Martha  for  her  concern  and  indicated  that  Mary  had 
chosen  the  better  part: 

. . .  Martha,  Martha,  thou  art  careful  and  troubled 
about  many  things:  but  one  thing  is  needful:  and 
Mary  hath  chosen  that  good  part,  which  shall  not 
be  taken  away  from  her.  (Luke  10:41,  42.) 

Here  again,  as  we  noted  in  our  discussion  last 
week,  Jesus  is  evaluating  the  relative  importance  of 
the  things  people  do.  He  might  have  said,  not  only 
to  Martha,  but  to  so  many  of  us,  "Thou  art  careful 
and  troubled  about  many  things,  but  one  thing  is 
needful.  ..."  Elder  Talmage  suggests  that  some 
women  are  so  conscientiously  devoted  to  housekeep- 
ing chores  that  they  neglect  the  human  and  spiritual 
development  of  their  families.  The  same  thing  might 
be  said  of  men  who  give  full  time  to  their  careers  and 
rob  their  loved  ones  of  companionship. 

An  even  wider  application  of  the  Martha  and 
Mary  story  is  of  interest  to  us.  Of  what  did  their 
interest  in  Jesus  consist?   We  can  only  surmise,  since 

(For  Course  26,  lessons  of  March  1  and  8,  "Our  Lord's  Ministry 
in  Perea  and  Judea";  lessons  of  March  15  and  22,  "Continuation  of 
the  Perean  and  Judean  Ministry";  and  lesson  of  March  29,   Easter.) 


the  account  is  so  brief.  Martha's  interest  seems  to 
be  in  the  Saviour's  physical  comfort — a  worthy  but 
limited  goal.  Mary  seemed  to  be  more  interested 
in  Jesus'  words.  She  may  well  have  hungered  and 
thirsted  after  His  righteousness.  She  wanted  to  be 
fed,  not  bread  alone,  but  the  "bread  of  life."  And 
the  Saviour  was  pleased  with  her  love  for  the  things 
of  the  spirit. 

Question: 

What  should  be  our  interest  in  Christ? 

Are  we  just  keeping  house  in  His  Kingdom?  Do 
we,  in  our  classes,  simply  repeat  over  and  over  again 
the  things  we  once  learned,  as  Martha  would  dust 
furniture?  Does  the  religious  life  consist  of  going  to 
meetings,  paying  obligations,  doing  one's  duty  in  a 
calling,  and  being  counted?  Are  we  more  eager  to 
hear  who  the  new  bishop  or  apostle  will  be  than 
we  are  to  hear  his  word? 

Or  are  we,  like  Mary,  deeply  interested  in  the 
Saviour  of  mankind,  in  what  He  said  and  how  He 
lived?  Do  we  have  a  compelling  curiosity  about  the 
meaning  of  His  Gospel?  As  we  discuss  the  significant 
issues  of  personal  and  political  life,  is  the  Saviour 
in  any  sense  our  true  guide  and  standard?  To  test 
out  the  interest  we  have  in  the  Saviour,  whether  it 
be  that  of  a  Mary  or  a  Martha,  let  us  consider  a 
few  problems: 

Questions: 

1.  A  husband  leaves  his  wife  and  four  children  in  favor 
of  another  woman.  His  wife  knows  about  this  situa- 
tion.   As  a  disciple  of  Christ,  what  should  she  do? 

2.  A  husband,  married  a  second  time,  dies  leaving 
considerable  inheritance  to  his  widow  and  to  the 
grown  children  by  his  first  marriage.  What  would 
be  a  Christian  way  to  divide  the  inheritance? 

3.  A  political  election  is  coming  up  this  fall.  What 
aspects  of  the  election  can  be  rightfully  discussed  "in 
the  light  of  Christ"  in  the  Sunday  School  class  or 
the  priesthood  quorum? 

4.  How  should  Christians  feel  towards  Communists  and 
Communism? 

"Ask,  and   It  Shall   Be  Given  You" 

Ordinarily,  we  think  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  in 
terms  of  humility,  meekness,  mercy,  forgiveness,  and 
patience;  but  this  is  not  the  whole  of  Christ's  teach- 
ing. He  could  drive  money  changers  out  of  the 
temple  and  liken  certain  Pharisees  unto  "whited 
sepulchres,  which  indeed  appear  beautiful  outward, 
but  are  within  full  of  dead  men's  bones."  Different 
situations  call  for  diverse  actions. 
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There  are  times  to  say,  "Father,  not  my  will,  but 
thine  be  done."  But  there  are  other  occasions,  when 
we  should  plead  and  persist  in  the  pleading.  Jesus 
told  two  parables  in  which  He  taught  His  disciples  to 
persist  in  prayer;  "The  Friend  at  Midnight"  (See 
Luke  11:1-13)  and  "The  Unjust  Judge."  (See  Luke 
18:1-8.)  His  whole  and  single  purpose  is  to  teach 
persistence  in  prayer.  Again  we  see  that  the  religious 
life  is  not  simple,  is  not  of  a  single  pattern.  There 
is  a  time  to  be  just  and  a  time  to  be  merciful,  a 
time  to  keep  house  and  a  time  to  hear  the  word  of 
God,  a  time  to  rebuke  and  a  time  to  keep  silent. 

Questions: 

1.  How  do  we  know  which  Gospel  principle  to  apply 
in  a  given  situation? 

2.  Can  we  be  too  religious?     (Let  us  be  sure  to  define 
our  terms.) 

The  answers  to  these  questions  can  be  found  in 
the  teachings  of  the  Saviour.  (Note  Luke  11:29-54.) 
Here  and  elsewhere  in  the  Gospels,  He  teaches  us 
to  keep  in  mind  the  fundamentals  of  the  Gospel: 
justice  and  love.  He  encourages  us  to  live  by  the 
Spirit  and  not  by  the  letter  of  the  law.  He  teaches 
us  to  be  mindful  of  our  fellowmen. 

Does  our  action  bring  the  Gospel  and  its  fruits 
into  the  lives  of  men?  Do  we  heal  on  the  Sabbath 
day?  Do  we  remember  the  Saviour  and  keep  His 
commandments  that  we  may  always  have  His  Spirit 
to  be  with  us?  For  then,  when  His  Spirit  is  with 
us,  and  only  then  will  we  come  to  know  the  richness, 
the  fullness,  and  the  manifold  beauty  of  tHe  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

We  cannot  be  too  religious  if  we  see  the  Gospel  in 
its  wholeness  and  in  relation  to  our  purpose  in  life. 
It  is  only  when  we  live  the  letter  of  the  law  and 
disregard  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  that  religion  be- 
comes odious  and  out  of  harmony  ^dth  life.  We 
cannot  be  too  just,  but  we  may  be  lacking  in  mercy. 
We  cannot  be  too  loving,  but  we  may  neglect  pru- 
dence and  temperance.  Let  us  worship  in  spirit  and 
truth  and  not  omit  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law. 

THE  THINGS  THAT  MATTER  MOST 

>     Lesson  10,  Mar.  8, 1964 
Chapter  26,  pages  438  to  448 

.  .  .  Take  heed,  and  beware  of  covetousness:  for 
a  man's  life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the 
things  which  he  possesseth,  (Luke  12:15.) 

THUS  spoke  Jesus  to  a  young  man  who  had  im- 
plored: "Master,  speak  to  my  brother,  that  he 
divide  the  inheritance  with  me."  Jesus  then  told  him 
the  parable  of  the  foolish  rich  man  who  built  larger 
and  larger  barns  in  which  to  store  his  increased  crops, 
only  to  die  when  they  were  safely  stacked  away. 


"So  is  he,"  said  Jesus,  "that  layeth  up  treasure  for 
himself,  and  is  not  rich  toward  God."  (See  Luke 
12:13,16-21.) 

Jesus  taught  many  significant  ideas,  and  perhaps 
none  more  important  than  an  understanding  of  the 
true  values  of  life.  We  are  so  easily  enticed  by  im- 
mediate pleasures  and  satisfactions  and  by  things 
which  we  and  others  can  see,  that  we  fail  to  see  the 
relative  importance  of  life's  choices.  Now,  as  in 
Jesus'  day,  we  work,  scheme,  and  struggle  with  all 
our  might  to  lay  up  treasures  on  earth,  "to  be  seen 
of  men"  or  against  an  evil  day,  only  to  find  that  we 
are  not  rich  in  our  own  inner  lives,  and  we  are 
"not  rich  unto  God." 

Questions: 

1.  Of  what  value  are  material  goods? 

2.  What  are  their  limitations  in  the  life  of  man? 

Material  goods  have  a  legitimate  place.  We  live 
on  the  earth,  and  our  mortal  lives  depend  on  food, 
drink,  shelter,  and  clothing  for  their  very  existence. 
In  many  instances,  material  goods  also  provide 
means  for  us  to  be  charitable  and  hospitable,  and  to 
enjoy  a  measure  of  comfort  and  security  which  free 
our  minds  and  hearts  for  larger  interests  and  higher 
pursuits, 

Jesus  did  not  condemn  this  world's  goods.  He 
seemed  to  enjoy  them  and  treated  both  rich  and 
poor  with  respect;  but  He  warned  us  against  covet- 
ousness and  against  the  love  of  mammon  or  riches. 

For  what  is  a  man  profited,  if  he  shall  gain  the 
whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul?  .  .  .  (Matthew 
16:26.) 

No  man  can  serve  two  masters:  for  either  he 
will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the  other;  or  else  he  will 
hold  to  the  one,  and  despise  the  other.  Ye  cannot 
serve  God  and  mammon.  (Matthew  6:24.) 

For  where  your  treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart 
be  also.  (Matthew  6:21.) 

Material  goods  have  serious  limitations,  both  in 
themselves  and  as  objects  of  desire.  In  Jesus'  words, 
"moth  and  rust"  corrupt  them  and  "thieves  break 
through  and  steal."  They  are,  in  their  abundance, 
an  invitation  to  envy,  plunder,  and  war,  as  well  as 
robbery.  Limited  in  amount,  they  must  be  divided 
when  shared.  In  death,  they  are  left  behind,  leaving 
rich  and  poor  equal  in  material  possessions. 

Question: 

Whence  come  one's  deepest  satisfactions  in  life?    Be 
honest  and  specific. 

Worldly  goods  do  not  satisfy  the  inner  man.  As 
a  child  of  God,  created  in  God's  image,  man  was 
born  to  be  creative,  to  use  his  intelligence,  to  keep 
his  integrity,  and  to  love  his  fellowmen.  Creating, 
loving,  hungering,  and  thirsting  after  righteousness, 
beauty,  and  truth — these  are  the  basic  satisfactions 
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of  life;  These  pursuits  fulfill  our  human  and  divine 
natures.  Only  when  we  engage  in  the  like  of  these 
are  we  truly, sons  and  daughters  of  our  Father  in 
heaven  and  disciples  of  His  Son. 

These  spiritual  values  of  life  cannot  be  stolen, 
never  become  truly  obsolete,  and  increase  when  given 
away,  blessing  both  the  giver  and  the^  recipient.  When 
physical  pleasures  wane,  things  of  the  spirit  remain 
to  bless  the  sunset  years  of  life.  And  when  death 
comes,  they  accompany  us  into  eternity,  for: 

Whatsoever  principle  of  intelligence  we  attain 
unto  in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the  resurrection. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:18.) 

Therefore  .  .  .  take  no  thought  [meaning,  be  not 
anxious]  for  your  life,  what  ye  shall  eat,  or  what 
ye  shall  drink;  nor  yet  for  your  body,  what  ye  shall 
put  on.  Is  not  the  life  more  than  meat,  and  the  body 
than  raiment?  .  .  .  But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  his  righteousness.  .  .  .  (Read  Matthew 
6:19-34.) 


Questions: 


~h 


1.  How  do  we  spend  our  leisure  time-^ih  pursuit  of 
what?    This  is  a  fair  index  to  one's  sense  of  values. 

2.  What  portion  of  life  is  spent  in  (1)  learning,  (2) 
being  creative,  (3)  serving  fellowmen,  (4)  providing 
for  the  physical  needs  and  material  comforts  of  life? 

3.  Read  Luke  12:48.  How  does  this  apply  to  our  sense 
of  values? 

4.  Read  the  Parable  of  the  Barren  Fig  Tree  (Luke 
13:6-9).  What  becomes  of  the  life  that  is  barren  of 
spiritual  fruit  here  and  now?     Hereafter? 


ACT  WITH  SINGLENESS  OF  PURPOSE 

Lesson  11,  Mar.  15, 1964 
Chapter  27,  pages  449  to  454 

SINCERITY  serves  the  moral  and  religious  life 
of  man  in  the  same  way  that  roots  nourish  a 
tree.  Without  roots,  a  tree  dies;  without  sincerity,  no 
other  moral  virtue  is  possible.  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  insincere  repentance,  honesty,  mercy,  Or  love.  Sin- 
cerity is  a  prerequisite  and  a  concomitant  of  every 
other  virtue.  In  Jesus'  great  "map  of  life,"  called  the 
Beatitudes,  the  first  four:  .humility,  repentance, 
meekness,  and  hungering  and  thirsting  after  right- 
eousness are  profound  quests  for  sincerity;  the  lSst 
four  Beatitudes  presuppose  it. 

The  sincere  person  is  wH&le  in  his  living.  His 
words  and  actions  reflect  his  intent;  he  acts  with 
singleness  of  purpose.  Like  Nathaniel  of  old,  he  is 
without  guile,  without  pretense,  without  any  desire 
to  deceive.  He  is  neither  actor  nor  pretender.  Little 
children  have  their  naturalness,  simplicity,  and 
wholeness  which  Jesus  often  commended  to  fearful 
adults.  And  he  also  attacked  hypocrites  more  often 
and  sharply  than  any  other  class  of  men  because 


Christ  and  the  Rich  Young  Man. 

their  behavior  was  motivated  by  the  desire  to  be 
seen  by  men  and  not  by  deep  spiritual  conviction. 
In  a  single  chapter,  Luke  14,  Jesus  gives  a  num- 
ber of  parables  and  sayings  which  teach  men  to  act 
with  sincerity  and  with  unqualified  commitment.  Let 
us  consider  these  and  their  application  to  our  lives 
today. 

Seeking  the  Chief  Seats 

There  are  occasions  when  people  seek  the  favored 
seats  at  a  social  gathering  "to  be  seen  of  men." 
(Luke  14:7-11.)  How  embarrassing  when  such  an 
one  is  asked  by  the  host  to  take  a  lesser  seat  to 
make  room  for  a  greater  dignitary.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  person  in  a  modest  location  can  be  invited 
only  one  way — up. 

Question: 

What  evils  result  from  seeking  the  honors  of  men? 
Illustrate. 

Two  able  educators  sought  the  presidency  of  a 
university.  Their  ambitions  for  the  job  largely  de- 
stroyed their  former  exceptional  performances  as 
teachers  and  administrators.  They  were  trying  to 
serve  two  conflicting  ends — personal  ambition  and 
their  educational  task.  Other  people  in  high  places 
became  aware  of  these  overt  efforts  and  resented 
them.  A  third  faculty  member,  who  continued  to 
go  about  his  work  wholeheartedly  and  effectively, 
was  tapped  for  the  position. 

For  whosoever  exalteth  himself  shall  be  abased; 
and  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted. 
(Lw/ee  14:11.) 

Foolish  is  the  man  whose  major  concern  is  to 
please  men,  for  the  moral  life  is  impossible  if  the 
center  of  one's  morality  is  outside  himself. 

Guests  for  Dinner 

How  delightful  is  Jesus'  admonishment  to  in- 
vite people  to  dinner  who  cannot  return  the  invita- 
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tion — "the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame,  and  the 
blind."  The  reward  here  is  the  joy  of  hospitality,  the 
pleasure  of  giving,  for  if  guests  are  invited  for  any 
other  reason,  such  as  to  gain  influence  or  to  repay 
a  social  obligation,  insincerity  enters  the  picture.  The 
integrity  of  the  host's  life  is  impaired  if  his  action  is 
motivated  by  a  purpose  which  is  foreign  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  act  itself. 

Question: 

Ought   we   to   live  our   religion   especially   to    gain 
celestial  glory? 

No  morally  sensitive  person  would  use  a  friend 
as  a  means  to  his  own  selfish  end.  Yet  if  we  are  not 
thoughtful,  we  may  use  Deity,  men,  and  religion  in 
this  way.  For  example,  if  we  pay  tithes  in  order  to 
be  rewarded  of  God,  we  miss  the  true  meaning  of 
tithing,  which  is  for  us  to  give  to  God  and  His  work 
freely,  wholeheartedly,  and  out  of  gratitude  for  the 
gift  and  the  bounties  of  life.  If  we  help  our  neigh- 
bor in  order  to  be  blessed  of  God,  our  love  for  Him 
is  neither  whole  nor  genuine  in  our  self-seeking,  and 
there  is  incongruity  in  our  lives.  Jesus  tried  over 
and  over  again  to  teach  us  to  be  whole,  to  act  with 
singleness  of  purpose. 

.  .  .  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
mind.  (Matthew  22:37.) 

And  whosoever  shall  compel  thee  to  go  a  mile, 
go  with  him  twain.  (Matthew  5:41.) 

The  first  mile  is  required  of  us,  it  is  our  duty.  The 
second  mile  can  be  undertaken  freely,  whole-souled, 
and  be  a  complete  giving  of  the  self.  The  Celestial 
Kingdom  is  a  worthy  over-all  goal,  but  to  attain  it 
one  must  lose  his  life  in  complete  sincerity  in  living 
Gospel  principles.  Only  this  kind  of  living  is  celestial 
and  fitting  for  the  Kingdom. 

Total  Commitment 

In  the  strongest  of  language — in  direct  discourse 
and  through  parable — Jesus  made  it  clear  that  our 
discipleship,  to  be  acceptable,  must  be  both  sincere 
and  fully  committed.  In  the  Parable  of  the  "Great 
Supper"  (Luke  14:15-24),  the  host  invited  other 
guests — the  poor,  the  halt,  the  maimed,  the  blind, 
men  from  the  highways — to  take  the  place  of  those 
who  had  accepted  an  invitation  at  one  time  and 
then  offered  weak  excuses  for  not  attending.  It  was 
better  to  have  any  other  guests,  than  those  who 
showed  only  a  pretense  of  interest. 

Likewise,  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  not  for  those 
who  are  apathetic,  indifferent,  and  full  of  excuses. 

So  likewise,  whosoever  he  be  of  you  that  forsaketh 
not  all  that  he  hath,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple.  (Luke 
14:33.    Note  also  verses  25-35.) 


Jesus  recommends  that  we  pause  and  reflect,  that 
we  consider  the  meaning  of  discipleship,  and  then 
that  we  forsake  all  for  Him  and  His  cause. 

Question: 

Explain  Luke  14:26.  Must  we  hate  father,  mother, 
wife,  and  children  to  be  a  true  disciple  of  Christ? 
How  can  one  be  fully  committed  to  Christ  and  still 
be  a  loving  father,  mother,  or  child? 

We  must  examine  each  saying  of  the  Saviour's, 
not  by  itself  alone,  but  also  in  the  context  of  all  of 
His  teaching.  To  make  and  underscore  a  certain 
point,  Jesus  speaks  in  strong,  unforgettable  words 
and  illustrations.  In  doing  so,  He  necessarily  leaves 
other  things  unsaid.  In  other  places,  He  also  ad- 
monishes us  to  love  our  neighbor  and  to  honor  our 
fathers  and  mothers.  He  even  turned  the  care  of 
His  own  mother  over  to  John  the  Beloved,  as  He 
consummated  His  mission  in  His  great  sacrifice. 

True  Christian  discipleship  does  not  mean  to  for- 
sake the  real  world  of  work  and  family  life  to  follow 
Christ.  It  means  rather  to  work  and  live  with  our 
families  in  a  way  consistent  with  Jesus  Christ  and 
His  Spirit  and  teaching.  Rearing  a  family,  if  done 
consistent  with  His  Spirit  and  purpose  in  human 
life,  is  part  of  service  to  God.  The  missionary  who, 
having  failed  to  convert  anyone  in  many  months  in 
a  particular  city,  was  not  so  far  wrong  when  he  said 
facetiously:  "Let's  go  home,  get  married,  and  rear 
a  convert  to  the  Church." 

Questions: 

1.  Wherein  does  our  attitude  towards  the  Gospel  re- 
semble that  of  the  first  invited  guests  toward  the 
dinner? 

2.  What  are  some  opportunities  for  a  fuller  commitment 
to  Christ:  (a)  in  our  homes?  (b)  at  work?  (c)  in 
our  communities?   (d)   in  the  Church? 


FRIEND    OF  SINNERS   AND   PUBLICANS 

Lesson  12,  Mar.  22, 1964 
Chapter  27,  pages  449  to  454  and  Luke  15 

Then  drew  near  unto  him  all  the  publicans  and 
sinners  for  to  hear  him.  (Luke  15:1.) 

THIS  simple  statement  of  fact  tells  much  con- 
cerning the  character  of  Jesus.  How  could  this 
man  attract  sinners  and  despised  publicans?  Many 
people  who  know  their  sins  withdraw  "because  of 
shame"  from  those  who  they  think  are  righteous. 
And  many  "righteous"  shun  "sinners"  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Pharisee  who  prayed:  ".  .  .  God  I  thank  thee, 
that  I  am  not  as  other  men  are,  .  .  ."  (Luke  18:11.) 
There  seems  to  be  only  one  answer  to  Jesus' 
power  to  attract  sinners:  He  loved  them.  He  did 
not  pass  judgment  on  them  as  human  beings,  but 
rather  on  their  deeds.  Sin  He  hated,  but  the  sinner 
He  loved. 


J  ANUARY    1  964 


41 


Fori  the  Lord  cannot  look  upon  sin  with  the  least 
degree  of  allowance;  Nevertheless,  he  that  repents 
and  does  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
forgiven.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  1:31,  32.) 

Moreover,  Jesus  knew  that  all  men  are  sinners 
and  that  not  to  love  sinners  would  mean  to  reject 
mankind. 

When  Scribes  and  Pharisees  saw  Jesus  on  this 
occasion,  they  ".  .  .  murmured,  saying,  This  man 
receiveth  sinners,  and  eateth  with  them."  (Luke 
15:2.)  One  wonders  whether  only  Jesus  heard  this 
judgment  or  whether  the  sinners  did  likewise.  The 
Saviour's  reply  was  merciful,  and  doubly  so  if  the 
condemned  were  aware  of  the  provocation.  Three 
remarkable  parables,  all  with  the  same  basic  theme 
and  purpose,  teach  us  of  God's  great  concern  and 
love  for  the  sinner:  "The  Lost  Sheep,"  "The  Lost 
Coin,"  and  "The  Prodigal  Son." 

The  Lost  Sheep 

In  this  parable  the  shepherd  leaves  the  ninety 
and  nine  who  are  safe  in  the  fold  and  searches  for 
the  one  that  is  lost.  And  when  it  is  found,  there  is 
rejoicing;  even  so 

.  .  .  Joy  shall  be  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that 
repenteth,  more  than  over  ninety  and  nine  just  per- 
sons, which  need  no  repentance.  (Luke  15:7.) 

Question: 

Since  the  Lord  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  why  should 
there  be  more  rejoicing  in  heaven  over  one  repentant 
sinner  than  over  ninety  and  nine  who  need  no 
repentance? 

The  sinner  is  no  more  precious  than  the  righteous 
in  the  sight  of  God,  but  the  moment  and  fact  of  his 
return  gives  great  cause  for  rejoicing. 

The  Prodigal  Son 

The  most  beautiful  of  the  three  stories,  and  for 
some  of  us  the  most  precious  of  all  the  Saviour's  par- 
ables, is  that  of  the  lost  son.  It  is  so  true  to  life  and 
so  revealing  of  divine  love;  and  it  is  told  with  in- 
comparable artistry.  Several  lessons  can  be  drawn 
from  this  story,  but  Jesus  likely  told  it  with  a  single 
purpose  in  mind — to  let  the  sinner  know  that  God 
loves  him,  even  in  his  sin.  When  he  (the  son)  "came 
to  himself"  and  turned  homeward, 

.  .  .  when  he  was  yet  a  great  way  off,  his  father 
saw  him,  and  had  compassion,  and  ran,  and  fell  on 
his  neck,  and  kissed  him.  (Luke  15:20.) 

The  lad's  repentance  was  not  complete.  He  had 
seen  the  error  of  his  ways  and  resolved  to  repent.  The 
father  went  to  meet  him  "a  great  way  off"  and 
"kissed  him."  The  earthly  father's  love  is  but  a 
symbol  of  the  even  greater  love  of  Christ  and  the 
Father  for  the  sinner. 


When  the  older  brother  objected  to  what  seemed 
to  him  an  inordinate  and  unjust  display  of  generosity 
towards  an  undeserving  younger  brother,  the  father 
had  but  one  answer,  which  he  had  already  spoken 
to  the  servants: 

.  .  .  Let  us  eat,  and  be  merry:  For  this  my  son 
was  dead,  and  is  alive  again;  he  was  lost,  and  is 
found.  (Luke  15:23,  24.) 

It  was  meet  that  we  should  make  merry  and  be 
glad:  for  this  thy  brother  was  dead,  and  is  alive 
again;  and  was  lost,  and  is  found.  (Luke  15:32.) 

Questions: 

1.  Why  does  God  love  the  sinner,  even  as  the  righteous? 

2.  If  God  loves  sinners,  why  should  we  make  the  effort 
to  repent? 

A  young  man,  broken  in  spirit,  having  committed 
a  grave  sin,  was  told  that  God  still  loved  him  even 
as  much  as  before  he  had  done  wrong.  He  wept  as 
a  child.  The  thought  had  never  occurred  to  him. 
His  experience  with  people  had  taught  him  that  he 
was  loved  for  good  behavior  and  rejected  for  bad. 
And  now,  in  his  sin,  he  felt  rejected  by  God. 

Divine  love  is  not  earned.  If  it  were,  it  would 
be  more  like  justice  or  reciprocity.  Love  is  gracious. 
It  is  given  freely,  spontaneously,  of  its  own  nature; 
and  it  is  independent  of  the  merits  of  the  recipient. 
God  loves  sinners  because  it  is  His  nature  to  love. 
Neither  the  sinner  nor  the  righteous  earns  such  a 
precious  gift. 

God  loves  us  before  we  repent — and  even  if  we 
do  not  repent.  Divine  love  has  nothing  to  do  with 
whether  a  person  is  repentant  or  unrepentant.  Man, 
however,  finds  it  hard  to  accept  divine  love  in  his 
sinful  state.  And  he  cannot  receive  forgiveness  with- 
out repentance,  knowing  in  his  heart  that  he  is  un- 
worthy. Therefore,  repentance  is  a  prerequisite  to 
forgiveness. 

EASTER  SUNDAY 

Lesson  13,  Mar.  29, 1964 

THIS  Sunday  may  well  be  spent  in  having  class 
members  bear  witness  of  their  faith  in  Christ 
and  their  gratitude  for  His  Gospel.  Instead  of  ask- 
ing members  to  bear  testimony,  be  more  specific.  In- 
vite them  to  respond  to  either  of  the  following  ques- 
tions: 

1.  Name  one  thing  that  you  have  faith  in  be- 
cause of  your  faith  in  Christ?  And  what 
difference  does  this  make  in  your  daily  living? 

2.  How  does  your  faith  in  the  resurrection  in- 
fluence your  feeling  and  actions  now?  (See 
I  John  3.) 

3.  In  what  sense  is  Jesus  Christ  the  central 
figure  in  your  religious  faith? 
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THE  participation  of  Old  Testament  prophets  in 
the  restoration  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  was 
expressly  exemplified  by  the  visitation  of  Moses, 
Elias,  and  Elijah  to  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cow- 
dery  in  the  Kirtland  Temple  in  April,  1836.  (See 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  110.)  Each  of  the 
three  messengers  committed  powers  and  keys  which 
respected  his  own  Gospel  work  and  his  own  dispensa- 
tion: Moses  for  the  gathering  of  Israel,  Elias  for  the 
blessings  of  the  dispensation  of  Abraham,  and  Elijah 
for  the  beginnings  of  genealogical  research  and 
temple  work. 

Old  Testament  prophets — as  characterizing  true 
prophets — were  granted  the  privilege  of  foresee- 
ing many  events  yet  to  transpire  in  man's  religious 
history.  Those  recorded  prophecies  were  made  by 
prophets  to  the  House  of  Israel,  and  their  prophecies 
concerned  the  House  of  Israel. 

Abraham,  servant  of  the  Lord,  was  promised  that 
in  him  and  his  descendants  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  would  be  blessed.  (See  Genesis  12:1-3.)  Latter- 
day  Saints  are  taught  that  it  is  their  high  privilege, 
on  conditions  of  repentance  and  faithfulness,  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  wonderful  blessings  given  to  Abraham 
and  all  the  House  of  Israel. 


The  Vision  of 
Old  Testament 

Prophets 

by  Paul  R.  Hoopes* 

And  I  will  bless  them  through  thy  name;  for  as 
many  as  receive  this  Gospel  shall  be  called  after  thy 
name,  and  shall  be  accounted  thy  seed,  and  shall 
rise  up  and  bless  thee,  as  their  father; 

.  .  .  And  in  thee  (that  is,  in  thy  Priesthood)  and 
in  thy  seed  (that  is,  thy  Priesthood),  for  I  give  unto 
thee  a  promise  that  this  right  shall  continue  in  thee, 
and  in  thy  seed  after  thee  (that  is  to  say,  the  literal 
seed,  or  the  seed  of  the  body)  shall  all  the  families 
of  the  earth  be  blessed,  even  with  the  blessings  of 
the  Gospel,  which  are  the  blessings  of  salvation,  even 
of  life  eternal.  (Abraham  2:10-11.) 

Abraham's  promise  was  continued  through  Isaac 
and  through  Isaac's  son  Jacob: 

And  the  land  which  I  gave  Abraham  and  Isaac, 
to  thee  I  will  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee  will 
I  give  the  land.  (Genesis  35:12.) 

To  this  end  we  undertake  genealogical  research 
and  perform  vicarious  temple  ordinances.  What  a 
marvelous  destiny!  What  a  tremendous  challenge! 
And  what  a  serious  responsibility.  When  we  think  of 
Father  Abraham,  we  should  consider  him  a  progeni- 
tor whose  great  example  of  faith  and  obedience 
should  become  our  guide.  We  are  a  part  of  his  family. 

Later  the  Lord  changed  Jacob's  name  to  Israel, 
which  means  a  prince  of  God,  or  one  who  perseveres 
with  God.  (See  Genesis  32:28.)  Israel's  twelve  sons 
and  two  grandsons,  Ephraim  and  Manasseh  (sons  of 
Joseph) — each  representing  a  tribe  or  a  particular 
lineage — comprised  the  House  of  Israel.  (See  op- 
posite chart.)  Thus  Joseph  received  a  double  por- 
tion of  the  inheritance  of  Israel. 

Israel's  family  migrated  to  Egypt  during  the  fam- 
ine in  Palestine  and  remained  there.  And  then  430 
years  later  Moses,  under  Jehovah's  direction,  led 
Israel's  descendants  out  of  Egyptian  bondage.  Moses' 
successor,  Joshua,  then  presided  over  the  House  of 
Israel  when  they  invaded  Palestine  and  the  Israel- 
ites obtain  the  land  of  their  inheritance. 

The  later  fall  and  scattering  of  Israel  were  proph- 
esied by  several  Old  Testament  prophets.  (See  Amos 
9:8,  9;  /  Kings  14:15;  and  Jeremiah  7:15. 


(For    Course    16,    lessons    of   February   23   and    March    1, 
Apostasy";  and  of  general  interest.) 
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The  corruption  in  Christ's  Church  and  the  per- 
version of  the  true  Gospel  were  foretold  by  Amos 
and  Isaiah.  (See  Amos  8:11,  12;  Isaiah  29:13,  24:5.) 

The  subsequent  outpouring  of  the  Lord's  spirit 
was  predicted  by  Joel.     (See  Joel  2:28,  29.) 

Isaiah  described  a  marvelous1  wofk  and  wonder 
which  was  to  appear  (see  Isaiah  29: 14) ;  Daniel  told 
of  God's  kingdbm  that  would  be  established  (see 
Daniel  2:44,  45);  and  Jeremiah  related  that  the 
Lord  would  make  a  new  covenant  with  Israel  (see 
Jeremiah  31:31-34). 

The  second  gathering  of  Israel,  constituting  two 
different  peoples  at  two  different  places,  was  envi- 
sioned by  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Micah;  and  Joel.  (See 
Isaiah  11:11,  12;  2:2-4;  43:5-7;  Jeremiah  33:7-11; 
30:3;  Micah  4:1,  2;  and  Joel  2:28-32.)         t 

Isaiah  and  Micah  foresaw  the  building  of  Zion,  of 
the  New  Jerusalem  (see  Isaiah  2:2,  3;  11:11,  12; 
Micah  4:1,  2);  Judah  was  to  be  cleansed,  wrote 
Isaiah  (see  Isaiah  4:3-5),  and  a  root  of  Jesse  would 
raise  an  ensign  to  all  nations.  (See  Isaiah  11:10.) 


Related  prophecies  about  Israel's  second  gather- 
ing and  prosperity  are  found  in  Jeremiah  32:36-38, 
42-44. 

New  methods  of  transportation  would  facilitate 
the  congregation  of  Israel.  (See  Isaiah  5:26-29.) 

Israel  would  be  instructed  in  the  word  of  the  Lord 
(see  Isaiah  2:1-3);  missionaries  would  be  sent  to 
declare  the  Gospel  of  repentance  (see  Jeremiah  31: 
6-8;  3:14,  15;  but  opposition  also  would  exist  (see 
Isaiah  14:12-17). 

The  need  for  genealogical  and  temple  work  was  I W 
asserted  by  Isaiah  and  Malachi.  (See  Isaiah  24:22;    W 
42:6,  7;  61:1;  Malachi  4:5,  6.)  To  further  assist  in 
this  important  work,  a  temple  would  be  made  ready. 
(See  Malachi  3:1.) 

These  are  but  a  few  of  numerous  Old  Testament 
prophecies  which  show  the  visionary  nature  of  an- 
cient prophets,  especially  as  their  prophecies  relate 
to  the  latter-day  restoration  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 
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THE  REWARDS  OF  FASTING 
CAN  BE  YOURS 

Have  you  observed  the  proneness  of  the  human 
mind  to  shrink  the  meanings  of  words  and  to  erode 
them  away? 

This  is  the  plight  of  such  words  as  "fasting," 
"spirituality,"  "repentance,"  and  "salvation,/'  These 
in  use  become  generalizations,  loosely  and  glibly  em- 
ployed without  great  meaning,  and  divorced  from 
their  component  parts. 

Many  people  think  of  fasting  only  as  abstaining 
from  two  meals  on  Fast  Sunday  and.  contributing 
their  value  as  a  fast  offering. 

The  General  Handbook  of  Instructions  for  Church 
officers  must  be  very  brief  and  cannot,  of  course,  be 
expected  to  amplify  ideas  involved  in  the  practice 
of  fasting  in  the  Church.  It  does  nevertheless  say, 
"Great  spiritual  benefits  accrue  from  proper  fasting"1 

The  quibbles  about  the  meaning  of  a  proper  fast 
evaporate  when  the  "great  spiritual  benefits"  of 
fasting  illuminate  the  mind. 

A  new  book  entitled  Fasting,2  by  Alan  P.  Johnson, 
is  described  as  a  study  of  the  spiritual,  physiological, 
and  historical  aspects  of  fasting.  Readers  will  be 
intellectually  and  spiritually  enriched  by  reading  it 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  March  8,  "Fast  Day — a  Special  Day  for 
Latter-day  Saints";  and  for  general  interest.) 

aThe  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  General  Hand- 
book of  Instructions,  No.  19;  Deseret  News  Press,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  1963  edition;  page  49. 

2Johnson,  Alan  P.,  Fasting;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  1963. 


and  their  concept  of  the  principle  of  fasting  will  be 
enlarged.  The  discovery  will  be  made  that  it  is  a 
principle  of  great  antiquity,  universality,  and  respect, 
practiced  with  remarkable  results  by  millions  of  peo- 
ple. It  is  not  limited  as  a  principle  and  practice  to 
Christians.  Mormons  have  no  monopoly  on  it.  Non- 
Christians  may  respect  and  practice  it  with  greater 
fervor  than  many  Christians. 

The  essence  of  fasting  is  "abstaining."  In  1626, 
one  English  divine  writing  in  old  English,  using  the 
controlling  feature  "abstaining,"  classified  "fasts"  as: 
"1.  A  spirituall  fast  is  an  abstinence  from  sinne. 

2.  A  morall  fast  is  temperance  and  sobriety  in  diet. 

3.  A  naturall  fast  is  an  abstinence  from  all  meat  and 
drink.  4.  An  ecclesiastical  fast  is  such  an  abstinence 
as  the  Church  doth  prescribe,  (which  encludes  the 
abstinence  from  meat)."3 

Fasting  and  its  relation  to  almsgiving,  prayer, 
and  rejoicing;  its  subduing  effect;  its  companionship 
to  repentance;  its  purging  power;  its  use  as  a  tech- 
nique for  gaining  relief  from  the  pressures  of  life; 
for  gaining  new  ideas;  and  as  a  means  of  spiritual 
growth  are  a  few  of  the  "great  spiritual  benefits 
[which]  accrue  from  proper  fasting." 

Accepting  this  enlarged  concept  and  using  it  ap- 
propriately will  give  one  new,  rich  experiences  which 
are  associated  with  the  great  spiritual  principles 
operative  in  our  lives. 

— A.  Hamer  Reiser. 


3From  Christian  Humiliation,  or  a  Treatise  of  Fasting,  as  quoted  in 
Johnson,  Alan  P.,  Fasting,  page  136. 
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The    Family     of    Abraham.  .  . 

"Now  the  Lord  had  said  unto  me:  Abraham,  get  thee  out  of  thy  country, 
and  from  thy  kindred,  and  from  thy  father's  house,  unto  a  land  that  I  will 
show  thee. . . . 

"And  I  will .  .  .  make  thy  name  great  among  all  nations,  and  thou  shalt 
be  a  blessing  unto  thy  seed  after  thee,  that  in  their  hands  they  shall  bear 
this  ministry  and  Priesthood  unto  all  nations; 

".  .  .For  as  many  as  receive  this  Gospel  shall  be  called  after  thy  name, 
and  shall  be  accounted  thy  seed,  and  shall  rise  up  and  bless  thee,  as  their 
father"  (Abraham  2:3,9-10.) 
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ABRAHAM:  "Father 
of  Many  Nations. 


// 


ABRAHAM  (ABRAM) 

Married  Sarah  (Sarai) 

(daughter  of  Haran) 

(Genesis  11:29) 


ISAAC 

(Genesis  18:1-14;  21:1-3) 

Married  Rebekah 

(daughter  of  Bethuel) 

(Genesis  25:21-26) 

I 


ESAU 

(sold  his  birthright  to  Jacob, 
see  Genesis  25:29-34) 


NCjAH 
SHEM 


TERAH 

(seventh  great-grandson  of  Noah) 
(Genesis  11:10-26) 


NAHOR 
Married  Milcah   (daughter  of  Haran) 
(Genesis  22:20-22) 

BETHUEL 


HARAN 

I 


I 

MILCAH     LOT     1SCAH 

(Genesis  11:27-29) 


REBEKAH 
(Genesis  22:23) 


T 


JACOB 


LABAN 
(Genesis  24:29) 

I ' 1 

LEAH  RACHEL 

(Genesis  29: 16) 


1 

SARAI 

(Abraham 
2:2) 


Through  Hagar,  Sarah's  handmaiden,  Abraham 
sired  Ishmael  (Genesis  17:20).  After  Sarah's  death, 
Abraham  married  Keturah,  through  whom  he  had  six 
children,  named  in  Genesis  25:1-2. 


JACOB:     Father  of  the 
Twelve  Tribes  of  Israel. 

THE  FAMILY  OF  JACOB  (the  House  of 

Israel)  through  his  wives  Leah  and 
Rachel,  and  their  handmaidens  Bilhah 
and  Zilpah. 


".  .  .  Thy  name  shall  be  called  no 
more  Jacob,  but  Israel.  .  .  ." 
(Genesis  32:28.) 

".  .  .  I  am  the  Lord  God  of  Abra- 
ham thy  father  .  .  .  And  thy  seed 
shall  be  as  the  dust  of  the  earth  .  .  . 
and  in  thee  and  in  thy  seed  shall  all 
the  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed." 
(Genesis  28:13-14.) 


LEAH 


(Genesis  29:30-35) 
(Genesis  30: 17-21) 


RACHEL 


(Genesis  30:22-24) 
(Genesis  35: 16-18) 


BILHAH 


BENJAMIN 


DAN 


REUBEN 

SIMEON 

LEVI 

JUDAH 

ISACHAR 

ZEBULON 

DINAH    (a  daughter) 


JOSEPH 

Married  Asenath  (Genesis  41:45) 

t _ 


(Rachel's  handmaiden) 
(Genesis  30:4-8) 


NAPHTALI 


I 

MANASSEH  EPHRAIM 

(Genesis  41:50-52) 


the  Birthright  Tribe 
(Genesis  48) 


ZILPAH 


(Leah's  handmaiden) 
(Genesis  30:9-13) 


GAD 


ASHER 


LEHI'S  LINEAGE 
(Alma  10:3) 
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SUMMIT  OF  LIFE 

"Don't  ever  complain  of  too  much  work" 


A  few  days  ago,  in  a  committee 
meeting,  a  woman  made  a  state- 
ment which  has  lingered  with  me. 
Red-haired  and  in  her  middle 
years,  she1  said,  "Today  we  give  so 
much  emphasis  to  the  youthful 
way  of  life.  This  is  all  well  and 
good.  But  we  need,  too,  to  give 
more  importance  to  age.  We 
should  give  older  people  their 
rightful  recognition." 

As  I  reflect  across  the  past,  some 
of  my  richest  experiences  have 
been  with  those  people  in  their 
later  years. 

One  night  some  years  ago,  I  was 
toiling  late  over  my  desk  at  the 
office.  It  had  been  a  crowded, 
hectic  day.  I  was  trying  to  catch 
up. 

A  friend  entered  the  room.  She 
was  the  cleaning  woman.  She 
emptied  a  wastebasket  or  two  and 
pushed  her  cloth  over  some  of  the 
office  furniture.  Her  arms  were 
long  and  thin  and  sinewy.  And 
they  were  wizened  with  age. 

We  began  to  chat  briefly.  I  con- 
fided to  her  the  stress  of  having 
too  much  work.  She  straightened 
her  tall,  angular  frame.  "Don't  ever 
complain  about  having  too  much 
work,"  she  began.  "It  is  not  nearly 


(Of  general  interest.) 
iHortense  H.  Child. 


as  bad  as  not  having  enough  to  do. 
Believe  me,  I  know."  Then  she 
went  about  her  work. 

That  was  a  golden  moment  for 
me.  Many  times  her  words  have 
come  back  tellingly  to  me.  I  shall 
always  be  grateful. 

Then  there  was  a  man  I  never 
met  until  his  hair  was  white  as 
snow.  We  became  friends  for  the 
last  six  months  of  his  life.  He  filled 
me  with  words  of  wisdom.  A  line 
he  liked  to  repeat  was,  "Keep  your 
friendships  in  repair." 

I  recall  a  woman  I  met  when  her 
head  was  crowned  with  white.  She 
had  been  a  kindergarten  teacher, 
and  she  told  of  a  little  girl  who 
prayed  for  good  weather  on  her 
approaching  birthday.  When  the 
day  arrived,  the  rains  came.  "The 
Lord  did  not  answer  your  prayers, 
did  He?"  a  friend  chided  her.  "Yes, 
He  did,"  the  girl  replied,  "but  He 
said,  'No.'" 

That  wisp  of  a  woman  told  that 
story  over  twenty  years  ago,  yet  its 
message  remains  fresh  today. 

There  are  many  others  I  have 
met  in  their  sunset  years.  I  en- 
joyed an  elderly  neighbor  who 
raised  plump  strawberries  and  ex- 
quisite gladioli.  Sage  words, 
mingled    with     gardening    hints, 


tumbled  from  his  lips  as  he  leaned 
against  the  white  picket  fence. 

-One  of  my  most  stimulating 
friends  today  is  well  into  his 
eighties.  He  was  a  pioneer  news- 
paper artist.  He  keeps  very  busy 
with  his  writing  and  talks  of  it  as 
a  boy  with  a  new  pony. 

Few  things  are  more  refreshing 
than  to  pause  from  our  hurry  and 
to  drink  in  the  wisdom  of  one  with 
the  snows  on  his  head.  There  is  the 
summit  of  life. 

President  Hugh  B.  Brown  once 
told  of  an  experience  he  had  as  a 
young  member  of  a  bishopric  in 
Canada.  A  woman  who  had  sinned 
came  before  the  bishopric.  They 
heard  her  story.  Then  the  bishop 
asked  his  counselors  for  their  rec- 
ommendations. One  counselor 
moved  that  she  be  excommuni- 
cated. Youthful  President  Hugh  B. 
Brown  seconded  the  motion.  Then 
the  bishop,2  old  enough  to  be  his 
young  counselor's  father,  said:  "It 
is  good  that  God  is  an  old  man. 
I  am  going  to  forgive  her." 

The  woman  in  committee  meet- 
ing was  right.  Age  needs  more 
recognition  for  what  it  deserves, 
but  even  more  for  what  it  can  give. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


2Dennison  E.  Harris. 
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